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DAY 74: POLITY .....cccceeveunnnne 01-06 (]

o Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 2019

DAY 78: SCIENCE ................. 25-30
& TECHNOLOGY

o Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019

o Creamy layer criteria for SC/ST in
promotions

© Good Governance Index

o Political Parties Registration Tracking
Management System (PPRTMS)

DAY 75: ECONOMY ..............07-12

o Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC)

© Draft National Statistical Commission
(NSC) bill, 2019

o India Skills Report 2020

(]

Analytics Vidhya Opens its Data
Science Induction Program - Initiate AI
for Companies

Hydroxychloroquine now a schedule H1
drug

NASA Selects Mission to Study Causes
of Giant Solar Particle Storms

Schoolnet India Limited and Dentsu
Aegis Network collaborate to expand
K-12 digital solutions in Government
Schools

VeneSat-1 satellite inactive since March
13, to be pushed into graveyard orbits

o India’s Digital Finance
Infrastructure =

DAY 79: SOCIAL SCHEMES...31-36

o National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP)

DAY 76: ECOLOGY ...............13-18
& GEOGRAPHY

o  Bejjur Vultures- The smallest vultures
affected by Diclofenac

o  Eurasian Lynx

o Extinct Wood Snake resurfaced
o Hump-Backed Mahseer

o Yangtze Giant Softshell Turtles

(]

Duke Starts Innovative
Decontamination of N95 Masks to Help
Relieve Shortages

Fight Corona IDEAthon

Govt Launches “Aarogya Setu” mobile
app

Online literature festival 2020
organized by VaniPrakashan

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package:
Insurance Scheme for Health Workers
Fighting COVID-19

DAY 77: POLITY ...ccccvviiiiiiiiicnnnne 19 u

DAY 80: MISCELLANEOUS...37-42

o DARPG’s National Monitoring
Dashboard launched for COVID-19
Grievances

o Govt regulates 24 classes of medical
devices as Drugs for quality control,
price regulation

o National Gallery of Modern Art
celebrates 66 years

© National Teleconsultation Centre
(CoNTeC)

o  Zscaler Appoints Director of
Transformation Strategy for Asia
Pacific and Japan

(0]

DRDO developing body suits for
medical staff, five layer N99 masks,
hand sanitizer and ventilators

Google’s Tilt Brush app debuts on
PlayStation VR

Meet Aham! Your New Virtual Assistant
Providing Information on COVID-19 in 7
Indian Languages

TIFR comes out with package
of engaging and illuminating
communication materials

UNICEF supplies arrive in Italy to
support COVID-19 response

[SCORE
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DAY 81: ENVIRONMENT......43-48

o Grey Hypocolius spotted in Rajasthan
for the first time

o Orange-bellied ‘starry dwarf frog
o  Orcas (Killer Whale)

o Velvet Worm

e Zoonoses

DAY 85: SCIENCE .................67-72
& TECHNOLOGY

DAY 82: POLITY ...................49-54
& GOVERNANCE

o COVID-19 emergency package for
states, UTs

o  FATF to review Pak’s performance on
global commitments to fight terror in
June in China

o Kerala govt sets up COVID-19 helpdesks
for non-resident Malayalis

o UGC directs Universities to set up
mental health helplines to address
psychosocial concerns of students

o UNGA adopts resolution calling for
global solidarity in fight against
COVID-19

o ICMR creates new strategy for Covid-19
testing in India

o NIPER-Guwahati designs innovative 3D
products to fight COVID-19

o N.Korea test fires multiple short-range
anti-ship missiles

o  Space station crew to blast off despite
virus-hit build up

o US approves sale of anti-ship missiles,
torpedoes to India

DAY 86: MISCELLANEOUS...73-78

o CRPF Valour Day

) Revised Version of Swachhata
Application launched to fight COVID-19

o Top oil producers agree on deal to cut
output amid coronavirus crisis

° Union HRD Minister launches a web-
portal YUKTI

o Visakhapatnam airfield remains open
during lockdown

DAY 87: MISCELLANEOUS...79-84

DAY 83: ECONOMY .............. 55-60

o Bengaluru voted best city for IT
professionals

o  Fugitive Economic Offender’s Act, 2018

o Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
Samvaad

o Italy unveils record 430 bn US dollars
stimulus to boost economy

® National Electronic Funds Transfer
(NEFT) available round the clock

o Abu Dhabi to offer free COVID-19 tests
to workers in Mussafah

o Facebook launches third party fact
checking in Bangladesh

o MNRE urges states to set up renewable
energy equipment parks

o US approves sale of anti-ship missiles,
torpedoes to India

o Uttar Pradesh becomes first State in
the country to start pool testing of
corona virus samples

DAY 84: ENVIRONMENT......61-66

o IMD predicts normal monsoon for 2020

o Noice makes it a tough winter for seal
pups in Baltic Sea

® Peak Hour Pollution flattened due to
COVID-19

o  Study of Community Forest Resources
by Ministry of Tribal Affairs

o Surge inillegal wildlife trading amid
nationwide lockdown

DAY 88: ENVIRONMENT...... 85-90
o COP26 climate summit postponed due
to COVID-19

) Deserted Thai beaches lure rare turtles
to build most nests in 20 years

o Environment Ministry’s Draft EIA
Notification

o Noice makes it a tough winter for seal
pups in Baltic Sea

o Study of Community Forest Resources
by Ministry of Tribal Affairs

[SCORE




DAY 89: ECONOMY .............. 91-96 m DAY 90: ART & CULTURE ...97-102

o  CBDT refunds over 5,204 crore rupees o Dekho Apna Desh
to help MSMEs o February 21: International Mother
o Fifteenth Finance Commission to Language Day
assess impacts of COVID-19 o ICCR launches global painting
o Gol amends FDI policy competition on coronavirus
o  MNRE urges states to set up renewable o National List of Intangible Cultural
energy equipment parks, make India Heritage of India
global hub e Odisha cancels annual Chaitra Jatra
o RBI announces Rs 50,000 crore for festival
NBFCs, MFIs

*kkkkkkkkk




SNIPPETS | DAY: 74-90 TARGET PT 2020

DAY 14
POLITY

m Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 2019

m Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019

m Creamy layer criteria for SC/ST in promotions
m Good Governance Index

m Political Parties Registration Tracking Management
System (PPRTMS)
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74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

TARGET PT 2020

SSCOR

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
POLITY

The Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 2019 is

imed at promoting the safety and
security of India's maritime trade, and the
safety of its crew membe

The introduction of the bill comes days
after some 18 Indians aboard a crude
| carrier were kidnapped off the coast
of Nigeria.

proposed legislation was to keep up with
India's commitment to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
UNCLOS), which concluded in 1982. India
had ratified the UNCLOS in 1995.

Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 2019

The bill notec
has been

Section three of the bill says that “whoever
commits any act of piracy, shall be punished
(i) with imprisonment for life; or (ii) with
death, if such person in committing the act
of piracy causes death or an attempt
thereof.

India does not have a separate
legislation dealing in piracy, despite the

& www.iasscore.in

[SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

UI'2102sseIrmmm &

19y U} 0 SUOISIA0Id 8U) SJB[OIA 10 19V 8U)

1ad se payJeLL 10U JBLYIS aJe SLLIBALI) 8U) 313UM BIpU] |0
10 0JUI SUONIUNLLLIE JO SULIBaI 10 9jes ‘Lonisinboe

aU} apnjaul o} BUBOLLEL HOIjIl S3ULP [IIg BUL

'S}1Jauaq Jay}o Jo 2IWou09a uleh 0} ‘u0I21309 J0 3IUB|0IA

Aq ‘Jleyaq sy uo 1o 8jeaIpufs e

10 Jaquiawi e se 9 ‘uostad e Aq Aj1Aoe [nymejun Buinunuod

0} SI8)81 8w pasiuehliQ,, “Buiyalyel) 1ol pue SaledlpuAs
3w pasiuebio Aq pajILILIOD SAIUY0 Saulap OS[e

"3SUaJ|| B INOYNIM J3Y10UE 0} SWeall)
10 A1068]189 8UO JO UOISIBAUOD U} PUB ‘SWiIBaIl)
pasuadl-un Buunaoid Jo Buureiqo suqyoud g ayL

‘SIeah

9A1J 0] SIRAA 93JU] LWOJ] 3SUII| WIeall B JO AJpIjeA

3y} JO UoIRINP BY] SaSBAIIUI OSR ||Ig 8UL "8U0 0} 8IU}
WwoJy sweaury papiwlad Jo Jaquunu 8y} Saonpal |jig syl

"6G61 10y SWIY 8U) PUSLLE 0] SY93S
[I'g 8YL "SJielyy 8LIOH Jo Jalsiull 8y} Aq eyqes %07
Ul PaoNpoAIUl SBM 6102 ‘Illg (1USLIpUSLLY) SWY 8yl

6102 19V (JUdWIPpUIMY) SULIY

%
A7/

1119 (ININONIWY)
SWHY $155Ud S1

All0d

payanojup Buiyano) - 81098 | 4 aziwixe|y

0202 SINV.L LUOHS

S9DIAISS [IAID 10J 9)NINISUT Uy

d00SS

[SCORE



74-90
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iS SCOR! Creamy Layer Criteria
SHORT TAKES 2020 for SC/ST in Promotions

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

TARGET PT 2020

POLITY

The Central government's demand for a
review of a 2018 Supreme Court verdict
in Jarnail Singh vs Lachhmi Narain Gupta
case has brought focus back on the
exclusion of ‘creamy layer' within the
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST) categories from reservation
benefits.

In Jarnail Singh vs Lachhmi Gupta
Case (2018) Supreme Court
allowed for grant of quota for
promotions in the government jobs
to SCs and STs without the need to
"collect quantifiable data".

The concept has its genesis in a
1992 Supreme Court judgment
in the Indira Sawhney vs Union

of India case.

The Mandal Commission was set
up in 1979 under Article 340 of
the Constitution by the Janata
Party government when Morarji
Desai was prime minister with a
mandate to “identify the socially or
educationally backwards”.

Since then, two other significant
Supreme Court judgments one
in M. Nagaraj vs Union of India

and another in the Jarnail Singh
case have laid down the law in
this regard.

Currently creamy layer criteria is
applicable to Other backward
classes (OBCs) in reservation.

& www.iasscore.in
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74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY

The Election Commission of
India has reviewed the
system and process of

registration of political
parties.

The new guidelines will be
effective from 1st January,
2020. Accordingly the
“Political Parties Registration
Tracking Management System”
(PPRTMS) will be implemented
through an online portal, to

application by applicants.

Political Parties Registration Tracking

Management System (PPRTMS)

The salient feature in the Po
Parties Registration Tracking
Management System is that the
applicant (who is applying for
party registration from 1st
January, 2020 onwards) will be
to track the progress of his
her application and will get status
update through SMS and email.

The applicant is required to
provide contact mobile
number and email address
of the party / applicant in
his application if he/she
wishes to track the
progress of the application.

The Registration of Political
Parties is governed by th
provisions of section 29A of
the Representation of th
People Act, 1951.

A party seeking registration
under the said section with
the Commission has to
submit an application to the
Commission within a period
of 30 days following the
date of its formation
prescribed format.

& www.iasscore.in
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SNIPPETS | DAY: 74-90 TARGET PT 2020 g

DAY 15
ECONOMY

m Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC)

m Draft National Statistical Commission (NSC) bill, 2019
m India Skills Report 2020

m India’s Digital Finance Infrastructure

m National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP)

[SCORE




74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

SSCOR

An Institute for Civil Services

Maximize PT Score - Touching
ECONOMY

SHORT TAKES 2020

touched

The Ministry of Railways, under
the direction of the Indian
Government, had taken up the
dedicated freight corridor (DFC)
project.

The project involves the
construction of six freight
corridors traversing the enti
country. The purpose of the
project is to provide a safe and
efficient freight transportation
system.

ly, the construction of two freight
corridors, the Western DFC connecting
the states of Haryana and Maharashtra
and the Eastern DFC connecting the
states Punjab and West Bengal, is
being undertaken. The combined length
of the Western and Eastern DFCs is

approximately 2,843 km.

Dedicated Freight

DEDICATED FREIGHT CORRIDOR NETWORK

— | SANCTIONED PROJECTS

FUTURE PROJI
MLl

t to be approved
Emma ﬁﬁ.ﬂﬂun““ DPRs)

NOT TO THE SCALE:-

Corridor (DFC)

The other four corridors include
North-South (Delhi-Tamil Nadu),
East-West (West Bengal-
Maharashtra), East-South (West
Bengal-Andhra Pradesh) and
South-South (Tamil Nadu-Goa).
These four corridors are sti

the planning stage.

In 2006, the Government of
India established a dedicated
body to implement the project,
called the Dedicated Freight

Corridor Corporation of Indi
(DFCCIL).

The DFC project is expected to
reduce congestion at various
terminals and junctions. It w
allow for efficient and fast
movement of freight along th
corridor.

& www.iasscore.in
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An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
ECONOMY

India Skills Report is a joint
initiative by Wheebox - Global
Talent Assessment Company,
PeopleStrong - a leading HR
solutions and HR Technology
company from India, in
collaboration with Confederation of
Indian Industry (Cll) along with
partners like UNDP, AICTE, and
AlU.

The report also consists of
an in-depth study of

employability amongst the

fresh candidates joining the

workforce and shared that of
/ all students passing out this

year, more than 48% are
employable.

India Skills Report 2020

INDIA SKILLS
REPORT 2020

o 55T Ecor ¥

According to the
nationwide study, the top
three states in terms of
employability is Andhra
Pradesh followed by West
Bengal and Delhi.

While engineers continue to /
be most employable,
Electronics and
Communication Engineering
(ECE) & Information

Technology (IT) have the
highest employability rate.

& www.iasscore.in
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SNIPPETS | DAY

IPA TARGET PT 2020

iISSCOR National Infrastructure

SHORT TAKES 2020 Pipeline (NIP)

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

ECONOMY

The National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP),
published by the Department of Economic
Affairs, Government of India, fleshes out
India's infrastructure investment
requirements till 2025 in terms of
individual sectors and projects.

The projects belong to sectors such as
power, including renewable, railways,
urban development, irrigation, mobility,
education, health, water and digital sector.

This includes greenfield and
brownfield projects costing
above Rs 100 crore each.

The infrastructure projects are
spread across 18 states and
union territories. Energy, roads,
urban development and railways
constitute 70 percent of
projected capital expenditure in
India.

While the Centre and the State will invest
an equal share of 38 percent each in the
capital expenditure, the private sector

participation has been set at 22 percent.

Out of the projects included in the pipeline,
43 percent are under implementation, 33
percent are at conceptual stage and 19
percent are under development.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 16
ECOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY

m Bejjur Vultures- The smallest vultures affected by
Diclofenac

m Eurasian Lynx
m Extinct Wood Snake resurfaced
m Hump-Backed Mahseer

m Yangtze Giant Softshell Turtles
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GSSCORE Bejjur Vultures

SRR The smallest vultures affected by Diclofenac

SNIPPETS | DAY: 74-90

TARGET PT 2020

ECOLOGY + GEOGRAPHY

These vultures are

also known as

longbilled vultures
(Gyps indicus). It is the
smallest of the vultures.
They feed exclusively on

carrion and mainly
remains of cattle and
breed in colonies.

They have been listed
under the ‘critically
endangered' category
by the International
Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) and
have been affected by
poisoning by

Diclofenac.
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A species of wood _
snake that wasn't seen for The species is endemic to
140 years has resurfaced in a the Meghamalai forests and
- survey conducted by scientists the Periyar Tiger Reserve
in the Meghamalai Wildlife landscape in Kerala.
Sanctuary.
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ECOLOGY + GEOGRAPHY

The last female member of one
of the world's rarest turtle
species in captivity has died at a
00 in southern China.

The animal was one of four
Yangtze giant softshell turtles
known to be remaining in the
world.

It is also known as the Red River
giant softshell turtle, Shanghai
softshell turtle,
Swinhoe'ssoftshellturtleor
speckled softshell turtle.

It has been listed as critically
endangered in the IUCN Red
List. It may be the largest li
freshwater turtle in the world.

Yangtze Giant Softshell

Turtles

& www.iasscore.i
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POLITY

m DARPG’s National Monitoring Dashboard launched for
COVID-19 Grievances

m Govt regulates 24 classes of medical devices as Drugs for
quality control, price regulation

m National Gallery of Modern Art celebrates 66 years
m National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC)

m Zscaler Appoints Director of Transformation Strategy for
Asia Pacific and Japan
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% DARPG’s National Monitoring Dashboard

An Institute for Civil Services

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched |

Union Minister of
State for Personnel,
Public Grievances and
Pensions launched DARPG's
National Monitoring Dashboard
on COVID-19 Grievances.

launched for COVID-19 Grievances

\ - —— ~— / "
7, N =
Vs :

The National
Monitoring Dashboard was //
developed and implemented at . .
hitps://darpg.gov.in where COVID- |1 The mo:m_ will .cm monitored
19 related grievances are monitored at senior levels in Government
on priority basis by a technical team | on a daily basis.
of DARPG.

= o

& www.iasscore.in
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National Gallery of
snorT TAKES 2020  V[odern Art Celebrates 66 Yrs.

NATIONAL GALLERY OF MODERN ART
Welcomes you all

It is for the first time that
NGMA has provided the
facilityof virtual tour of its
permanent collection to art
lovers.

to the

 Virtual Tour

of the p

collection

The permanent collection The sculptures, paintings and
reflects its repository as an prints in the visual tour are a

institution of dynamic and step further to showcase the
progressive collective hidden treasures of our

acumen.

reserve collection.

NGMA presents this visual tour
as a tribute to our modern
masters and firmly believe that
this would generate greater
interest among people towards
the legacy of sculptures,
paintings and prints as a creative
medium

& www.iasscore.in
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i Tastitete for Givil services Zscaler Appoints Director of Transformation

SHORT TAKES 2020 Strategy for Asia Pacific and Japan

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
POLITY

01

Zscaler, the leader in cloud security has
appointed Sudip Banerjee as the Director of
Transformation Strategy Asia Pacific and Japan.

03

Based in Mumbai, Banerjee joins Zscaler with
more than 25 years of experience in the IT
industry and will be responsible for supporting
customers with transforming their on-premise
network and security stack to the cloud.

Most recently, Banerjee was Group Chief
Technology Officer at Reliance Capital where he
was responsible for implementing Digital
transformation and large IT initiatives across
diverse businesses spanning Lending, Insurance,
and Asset management.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 18
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

m Analytics Vidhya Opens its Data Science Induction
Program - Initiate AI for Companies

m Hydroxychloroquine now a schedule H1 drug

m NASA Selects Mission to Study Causes of Giant Solar
Particle Storms

m Schoolnet India Limited and Dentsu Aegis Network
collaborate to expand K-12 digital solutions in
Government Schools

m VeneSat-1 satellite inactive since March 13, to be pushed
into graveyard orbits
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Analytics Vidhya Opens its
Data Science Induction Program
— Initiate Al for Companies

SSCORE

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

=
[a)
"
T
w
o
m
W Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Analytics Vidhya

Learn everything about analytics

The program initiates a data According to a UN agency, up The program offers online Benefits of 'Initiate Al'

Analytics Vidh
largest community based
knowledge portal for

Analytics and Data Science

professionals opened its
induction program 'Initiate Al

for companies to onboard
data science talent for free.

scientist in SQL for Data
Science, Data Visualization
and Machine Learning. This
online program aims to
benefit more the 500
organizations worldwide.

to 25 Million jobs can be lost
across the globe because of
Coronavirus.

courses, assignments and
several real life industry
hackathons.

© Saves the time and efforts of HR of

the organisation in training the new
joinees.

process of the new
Doesn't require any physical
workplace for the training.

Can be easily accessed across the
geographies

& www.iasscore.in
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mmeO_»m NASA Selects Mission to Study Causes

SHORT TAKES 2020 of Giant Solar Particle Storms

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
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01

The new mission, called the Sun Radio
Interferometer Space Experiment
(SunRISE), is an array of six CubeSats
operating as one very large radio telescope.
NASA has awarded $62.6 million to design,

build and launch SunRISE by no earlier
than July 1,2023.

02 03

NASA chose SunRISE in August
2017 as one of two Mission of
Opportunity proposals to conduct an SunRISE is led by Justin Kasper at the University
11-month mission concept study. In of Michigan in Ann Arbor and managed by
February 2019, the agency NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in
approved a continued formulation Pasadena, California.
study of the mission for an
additional year.

& www.iasscore.in
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L SCLENCE & TECHNDE
-

companies that track
satellites.

04

The launch of VeneSat-1
satellite was intended to
provide television and
broadband services to
Venezuela.

service ill atleast
2024.

VeneSat-1 satellite inactive
since March 13, to be pushed
Into graveyard orbits

& www.iasscore.in

[SCORE



SNIPPETS | DAY: 74-90 TARGET PT 2020

DAY 19
SOCIAL SCHEMES

m Duke Starts Innovative Decontamination of N95 Masks to
Help Relieve Shortages

m Fight Corona IDEAthon
m Govt Launches “Aarogya Setu” mobile app

m Online literature festival 2020 organized by
VaniPrakashan

m Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package: Insurance Scheme
for Health Workers Fighting COVID-19

[SCORE
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Duke Starts Innovative Decontamination
of N95 Masks to Help Relieve Shortages

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
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EY TARGET PT 2020

SOCIAL SCHEME

Facing a critical shortage of N95 face
masks that block the coronavirus,
Duke Health research and clinical
teams have confirmed a way to use
existing vaporized hydrogen peroxide
methods to decontaminate the masks
so they can be reused.

The process uses specialized
equipment to vaporize hydrogen
peroxide, which permeates the
layers of the mask to kills germs,
including viruses, without
degrading the mask material.

The use of hydrogen peroxide to
decontaminate N95 masks was
tested and published by others in
2016, but did not result in
widespread adaptation.

The earlier studies did not include
fit testing after cleaning basically
sizing the masks for individual
wearers to prove efficacy in the
real world, which Duke has now
done.

The decontamination process
requires specialized equipment that
vaporizes the hydrogen peroxide, and
a closed facility where the masks can
be exposed to the vapor. No toxic
byproducts result, because hydrogen
peroxide breaks down to water.

& www.iasscore.in
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Govt Launches “Aarogya Setu”
a mobile App to connect health services
and the people in our combined fight
against #C0VID19.

The App will inform
users the potential risk of infection,
best practices & relevant
ical advisories pertaining
COVID-19 pandemi

The Aarogya Setu app will
use your smartphone's location data
and Blugtooth to check
if you have been near a
COVID-19 infected person or not.

oV

t Launches

“Aarogya Setu”

Mobile App

Qayermern ul nda

The app includes a chatbot that
answers your basic queries on
coronavirus and determines
if you have symptoms or not.
It also gives helpline numbers
for each state in India.

The app even shares your data with the
government in case you are tested positive
for Covid-19 or have been in contact with

the person. However, the app's privacy
policy does add that the data is not shared
by third-party use

Aarogya Setu is different from the MyGov app
and also from Corona Kavach another COVID-19
tracking app developed by the National e-
Governance Division of the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) in
association with the Ministry of Health and

Family Welfare (MHFW).

& www.iasscore.in

[SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

uI'2J10dSSelI'MMM &

|2k 3 |2 SNJIABUOIOD

‘[eAl}S8}

a.njeJa)l| auluo sy ul s1a0d ‘siaim Buimo)|o)
81 0] UBISI| UBD SIAO| 8IMBI8)IT "Seapl Jlau]
pUB S}00q JIay] YUIM BIPSW [R120S 10 9|puBy 8]
ybnoays auljuo pajuasald aq [|IM ueySexdIuBA
1O SJa)IM MU Ajrep ‘[eAnSa) SIul U]

2l B 0T0T klkt ST

"anunuoa |1m sybnouyy pue suoissaldxa
‘sBuifaa} J0 aBuBYIXa 8y} Jey} 0S ‘SIBNIM

pue Slapeal usamiaq abpuq ayl ureurew Ajwy
0] SI [eAllSa4 eAlyes auluQ Iuep jo asodind ay|

bEOI3k 3R b3kl

d10¥D

"sloyine Ipuiy dop us]si| 0] SYeam

2 Buiwo? Jo) Aep A1ans syooq Bunsaiaiul pue
SIOUINE JO SY|e1 8Al| 8q [|IM 8J8LL "SIBA0] S}00Q
10} 99edS BuIUo By Ul SanIAnIe Aleia) Suasald
dnoJg ueyseyeidiuep ‘siapeas sy 1ioddns o

JW3IHIS TVIO0S
payanojup Buiyano) - 81093 | 4 BziwiXe|y

ueyseyeidiuep Aq paziuebio 0202 SANVL LUOHS

0202 |eAl}sad} ainjelia}l| auljuQ m_m_oomma_.u

[SCORE



74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

TARGET PT 2020

GSSCORE Pradhan Mantri Garib

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020 Kalyan Package

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched Insurance Scheme for Health Workers Fighting COVID-19

SOCIAL SCHEME

PRADHAN MANTRI =
GARIB KALYAN PACKAGE

PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana

armers, Women Jan Dhan Account Holders, MGNREGA
workers, Women SHGs, Old Age / Widow / Disabled
pensioners, private employees to benefit

As per the announcement made under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package, the launch of These cases will also be
'Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package: Insurance Scheme for Health Workers Fighting COVID-19' covered subject to
has been approved with the following conditions: numbers indicated by
o It will provide an insurance cover of Rs. 50 lakh for ninety (90) days to a total of around 22.12 lakh Ministry of Health & Family
public healthcare providers, including community health workers, who may have to be in direct Welfare.
contact and care of CO atients and who may be at risk of being impacted by this.
o It will also include accidental loss of life on account of contracting COVID-19.

The insurance provided
under this scheme
would be over and
above any other
insurance cover being
availed of by the
beneficiary.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 80
MISCELLANEOUS

m DRDO developing body suits for medical staff, five layer
N99 masks, hand sanitizer and ventilators

m Google’s Tilt Brush app debuts on PlayStation VR

m Meet Aham! Your New Virtual Assistant Providing
Information on COVID-19 in 7 Indian Languages

m TIFR comes out with package of engaging and
illuminating communication materials

m UNICEF supplies arrive in Italy to support COVID-19
response
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GSSCORE DRDO Developing Body Suits for

SHORT TAKEAE Medical Staff, Five Layer N99 Masks,

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched :”:Q mm:m.ﬂmNmﬂo ”:g <®=Hm_m‘.ﬁ©~om

MISCELLANEOUS

with four different items including hand sanitizer and

O A Defence Research Development Organization (DRDO) is ready
Ventilators to be deployed in 'War against Corona'.

Ministry of Defence has said that Hand sanitizer being the
basic instrument against spread of COVID-19 has now been
developed in-house at DRDO and is being distributed to major
offices and establishments.

Defence Bio-Engineering and Electro Medical Laboratory,

Bangalore, a DRDO lab, has identified a vendor to produce
\@ critical care ventilator. This innovation is expected to be
available within a week. Around 5,000 ventilators will be

produces in the first month and 10,000 subsequently.

O m<m_m<quomammxms\_5§o_m<mao§m=oBmmsamé_oumg
by DRDO are very advanced

Earlier, DRDO had developed this body suit for medical and

O m paramedical staff to manage and evacuate the causalities in
the event of radiological emergencies, which right now is
converted as a full body suitto stop contamination.

& www.iasscore.in
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An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

MISCELLANEOUS

The virtual assistant Aham! Is
created by DheeYantra, the
pioneers in Indian Languages NLP
and conversational Al.

This product is employed by
Banks and Insurance companies
across India to automate client
on-boardings and customer
support through conversational
Al, in multiple languages.

To combat the rise of fake news
related to COVID-19 contagion
across India and the world, one
can now visit Aham.ai.

oz

DHEEYANTRA

REBEARCH LAES

Meet Aham! Your New Virtual Assistant
Providing Information on
COVID-19 in 7 Indian Languages

In reply to your questions, Aham will
provide you with factual information
curated from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MHFW).
Currently you can converse with Aham
on www.aham.ai and on facebook
messenger.

This edition of Aham, quite
responsive to the situation, will
interact with the public in
Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada,
Telugu, Hindi and Tamil, in
addition to English.

DheeYantra is adding more Indian
languages meanwhile to cater to
vernacular speakers from other
states too.

& www.iasscore.in
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MISCELLANEOUS

A first shipment of
supplies arrived in
Italy today including
surgical masks, surgical and
test gloves, protective suits and
goggles, masks, gowns and
thermometers co-ordinated by
UNICEF Italy to support health
workers on the frontline of
Italy's fight against
COVID-19.

The supplies have been
delivered to the Civil
Protection, which will make
them available to health
centers in the areas where
there is a greater need.

UNICEF supplies arrive in
Italy to support COVID-19 Respons

unicefd

or every child

UNICEF is working in
countries around the world,
including in Italy, to help childre
and families affected by the
pandemic.

Since the start of the
outhreak, UNICEF has
ipped more than 4.27
million gloves, 573,300 surgical
masks, 98,931 N95 respirators,
156,557 gowns and 12,750
goggles in support of
countries as they respond
to the pandemic.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 81
ENVIRONMENT

m Grey Hypocolius spotted in Rajasthan for the first time
m Orange-bellied ‘starry dwarf frog

m Orcas (Killer Whale)

m Velvet Worm

m Zoonoses
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GSSCORE Grey Hypocolius spotted in
SR 2020  Rajasthan for the First Time

ENVIRONMENT

The Grey Hypocolius is a small migratory bird
that usually makes its home in West Asia and
North Africa and is a regular visitor to Kutch, has
been sighted in Western Rajasthan for the first
time.

The grey hypocolius is a small passerine bird
species this slender and long tailed bird is found
in the dry semi-desert region of northern Africa,
Arabia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and western India.

They fly in flocks and forage mainly on fruits,
migrating south in winter.

The conservation status by IUCN is “Least
Concern”.

& www.iasscore.in
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An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020
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ENVIRONMENT

Orcas (Killex Whale)

They are often confused for
being a whale because of their
name 'killer whale', but orcas
are actually dolphins.

In fact, they are the largest member
of the dolphin family.

Orcas were given the name 'killer whale' by
ancient sailors' observations of groups of
orcas hunting and preying on larger whale
species.

Orcas are incredibly popular as they are the most
widely distributed of all whales and dolphins,

e found in every single ocean.

= Orcas are incredibly popular as they are the most widely
distributed of all whales and dolphins, found in every
single ocean.

& www.iasscore.in
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SHORT TAKES 2020
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ENVIRONMENT

[0ONOTIC DISEASES

spread BETWEEN animals and peaple

ZOONOSES

vertebrate animals to humans.

Animals thus play an essential role in
maintaining zoonotic infections in
nature. Zoonoses may be bacterial,
viral, or parasitic, or may involve
unconventional agents.

As well as being a public health problem,
_ diseases
prevent the efficient production of food of
animal origin and create obstacles to
international trade in animal products.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 82
POLITY & GOVERNANCE

m COVID-19 emergency package for states, UTs

m FATF to review Pak’s performance on global
commitments to fight terror in June in China

m Kerala govt sets up COVID-19 helpdesks for non-resident
Malayalis

m UGC directs Universities to set up mental health helplines
to address psychosocial concerns of students

m UNGA adopts resolution calling for global solidarity in
fight against COVID-19

[SCORE
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ID-19 Emergency Package

SHORT TAKES 2020 for States, UTs

SNIPPETS | DAY
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Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

The 100 per cent centrally funded project
will be implemented in three phases from
January 2020 to March 2024,

The three phases of the project are
Phase - 1 from January 2020 to June
2020, the second. phase.is from July
2020 to March 2021 and the third phase
from April 2021 to March 2024.

The objective is to have emergency COVID-19
response, strengthening national and state health
systems to support prevention and preparedness
procurement of essential medical equipment,
consumables and drugs, strengthening of surveillance
activities including setting up of laboratories and bio-
security preparedness.

& www.iasscore.in

[SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

uI'2J10dSSelI'MMM &

‘1SIP9.|q B SB umouy Ajuowwo
‘suonalpsunl pasonuow
10 1SI| 83U} 0} PAAOWU 8q PINOM
11 8519 10 0g0g aunr Aq ued
uonae ||n} Sy 819|dwiod Apyms
0] uelsiyed pabin Ajbuons 41v4

RUIY() UI SUN{ Ul J0.LI9) JYSIJ

'sjable}
13y1o ¢ passiw pue suiod |
U0 PaJanl|ap pey ueisiyed 1eyl pajou
1 UBYM AjUNLLILLIOD [eUONBUIBIUI
3] UM pajwiwod Buioueury
10148} pue Buuapune| Asuow
1surebe uejd uonoe juiod-/g Sy
919|dwo2 0] pouad a9eIH YUOW-INOY
e URISIed aAeD 41y4 8y} ‘AJenigad U

‘suonenfas Buioueuly 1S10.1I8)
pue Buapune| Asuow-Hue yum
JueldWwo9-uou pawasp s8N0

10 1S1| ® 0} pappe Buiaq pioAe

usaq sey cﬂm_v_wn__ ‘181| £8.b,
S,41v4 8y} uo paaged Apuaiing

0) SHUBUI)IWUIO)) [RqO[¥) U0
9IURULIOLIO S e MIIAJI 0) LV

‘WBISAS [elou

[euoneuIalUl 8y} JO AlbBajul
3y} 0} SJealy} paje|al Jaylo pue
Buioueul) 1s10119) ‘Buiispune)

Aauow 1equiod 0} 86| Ul
paysI|qe1sa Apoq [eluswwuIan0h

-Ja1ul ue I (41y4) 89104
BloUBUI{ PAseq-Sled

“aun Ul euly ul pay
9q 0] pajnpayas bunsaw e buunp
Buroueuly 10119 1surebe jybiy
U} Ul SJUBLNLILLIOD [BUOITRUIS}UI
185W 0} 9ouBWIO0NAd S UBISIed
M3IABI [|IM 4174 Bopyalem
Bunapune| Asuow-nue [eqojn

JONVNIIA0D B ALITOd

payanojup Buiyano) - 81093 | 4 BziwiXe|y

020¢ SINV.L LUOHS

S9DIAISS [IAID I0J 9)NINISUT Uy

d00SS

[SCORE



74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

TARGET PT 2020

An Institute for Civil Services

GSSCORE Kerala Govternment sets up COVID-19

SHORT TAKES 2020 helpdesks for non

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

X |
L——_ o~
-

.- ..\‘.

resident Malayalis

The Kerala government has set up five COVID-19
helpdesks for non-resident Keralites in countries which
have a substantial number of Pravasi Malayalis.

The helpdesks started by Norka Roots will be managed
locally by persons and voluntary organisations active
among non-resident Keralites.

The Chief Minister also informed that online medical
services would be made available to the non-resident
Keralites through the Norka Roots website.

Pravasi Malayalis can consult prominent do
by audio or video calls through the website, with prior
registration.

Currently, registration for the Norka Pravasi ID card is only
available for the Malayali expatriates residing or working abroad
for a period of not less than six months. Now students from
Kerala studying abroad can also avail this facility.

& www.iasscore.in
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UNGA adopts resolution calling for
(zlobal Solidarity in fight against
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SHORT TAKES 2020
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE

The United Nations General
Assembly has unanimously
adopted a resolution on
COVID-19, calling for
intensified international
cooperation to defeat the
pandemic.

COVID-19

The resolution called for
intensified international
cooperation in exchanging
information, scientific
knowledge and best practices
and applying guidelines
recommended by the World
Health Organization.

1
C
{

2

Co-sponsored by 188 nations
including India, the resolution
titled Global solidarity to fight
the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) is first such
document on the global
pandemic to be adopted by
the world organization.

The UN Security Council is yet
to discuss the Corona virus
outbreak, even as the total
number of coronavirus cases
across the world crossed one
million.

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 83
ECONOMY

m Bengaluru voted best city for IT professionals
m Fugitive Economic Offender’s Act, 2018
m Government e-Marketplace (GeM) Samvaad

m Italy unveils record 430 bn US dollars stimulus to boost
economy

m National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) available round
the clock
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Tt o e et Bengaluru voted best city

SHORT TAKES 2020 for IT Professionals

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

ECONOMY

Even as there are traffic snarls, most IT
professionals consider Bengaluru as the
best city to work for as the city offers high
living standards, highest appraisal and
career growth opportunities, according to
a survey.

The survey was conducted online at the
beginning of April among over 1,830 IT
professionals in the 25-35 years age
group having at least two years of
experience.

Over 40 per cent of information
technology (IT) professionals
voted Bengaluru as the top city to
work, according to TechGig's
survey.

Further, the survey has showed
that 58 per cent of IT
professionals prefer Bengaluru as
the city provides high living
standards.

Hyderabad and Pune secured the second
and third spots, respectively, with 13 per
cent and 11 per cent votes. Delhi-NCR (20
per cent) secured the least votes among
the preferred city chart.

The survey also revealed that over 57 per
cent of IT professionals are already
working in the city of their choice.

& www.iasscore.in
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Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
Samvaad

GeM

Government
e Marketplace

SHORT TAKES 2020
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ECONOMY

)

A national outreach
Programme, GeM Samvaad,
was launched by Secretary,

Department of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, Government of

India.

The outreach programme will
take place with stakeholders
across the country and with

local sellers in order to
facilitate on-boarding of local
sellers on the marketplace
while catering to specific
requirements and procurement
needs of buyers.

Government e Marketplace
(GeM) is the national public
procurement portal offering
end to end solutions for all
procurement needs of Central
and State Government
Departments, PSUs,
autonomous institutions and
local bodies.

The purchases through GeM
by Government users have
been authorised and made

mandatory by Ministry of
Finance.

GeM SPV, registered under
the companies Act, 2013,
builds, operates and
maintains the GeM platform.

& www.iasscore.in
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National Electronic Funds Transfer

SHORT TAKES 2020 (NEFT) available round the clock

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
ECONOMY

operated by the RBI, became a 24x7 facility on 16 December. The
facility will be available on all days of the year, including bank

A National electronic funds transfer (NEFT), a retail payment system
holidays.

Before 16 December, NEFT was available for customers from
8am to 7pm on all working days, except the second and fourth
Saturdays of the month and other bank holidays.

This is the second of two major changes implemented by RBI in

the context of NEFT. In its July monetary policy review, the
regulator decided to do away with processing charges levied by it

for NEFT and real-time gross settlement (RTGS).

Under RTGS, the minimum transfer amount is []2 lakh and
the facility is available only during working hours of banks.

IMPS is a real-time payment service available even on
O holidays with an upper limit on transactions of [J2 lakh,

but no lower limit.
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m IMD predicts normal monsoon for 2020
m No ice makes it a tough winter for seal pups in Baltic Sea
m Peak Hour Pollution flattened due to COVID-19

m Study of Community Forest Resources by Ministry of
Tribal Affairs

m Surge in illegal wildlife trading amid nationwide
lockdown
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IMD predicts

Normal Monsoon for 2020

The IMD predicted the
intensity of monsoon rainfall
could be anywhere between

96 and 104 per cent of the
long period average (LPA).
The LPA of the monsoon
season rainfall over the
country as a whole for 1961-
2010 was 880 mm.

The southwest monsoon
from June to September
over India may be normal,
according to a long-range
forecast issued by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on April 15, 2020.

g e

The neutral EI Nino Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) in the
equatorial Pacific Ocean and
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D)
conditions prevailed, with
climate models suggesting
that they would be the same
for the entire monsoon,
according to the IMD forecast.

Climate models also
predicted the occurrence of
a weak La Nina condition,
defined by a cooling of sea
waters in the equatorial
Pacific Ocean.

This has a reverse impact of
the EI Nino phenomenon
and leads to a basic cooling
effect on worldwide climatic
conditions.
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flattene

Hour Pollution
d due to COVID-19

As vehicles go off the road after the country-wide lockdown
in the wake of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
outbreak, the typical two humps of daily pollution coinciding
with morning and evening traffic peak-hours have nearly
flattened out in India's big cities.

A similar trend is evident in other big cities including
Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai. But
the impact of this overall declining trend is dramatic on daily
peak-hour pollution.

This is evident from the new analysis carried out by the Centre for
Science and Environment that has assessed hourly trend in
PM2.5 and NO2 levels during the day before and after the
lockdown and also on the day of the Janata curfew.

While overall daily levels of PM2.5 and NO2 concentrations have
fallen significantly by up to 60 per cent in several cities during
the lockdown days, the hourly change is also dramatic. Hourly
NO2 levels that are strongly associated with vehicles, have
dropped more sharply.

Similarly, peak hour NO2 concentration has dropped
sharply by 64 per cent in Delhi, 66 per cent in
Gurugram, 40 per cent in Faridabad, 79 per cent in
Noida, and 75 per cent in Ghaziabad.
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lllegal wildlife trade seems
to be on the rise amid the
nationwide lockdown to curb
the novel coronavirus
disease (COVID-19)
outbreak. National parks
across the country reported
incidents of clashes between
wildlife rangers and hunters.

Exotic birds were captured
and wild animals hunted as
monitoring decreased and
administrative officers were
kept busy with running
emergency services.Hunting
festivals also saw an
increase in participation.

The Sandra festival, a
hunting festival in the forests
of Panskura and Kolaghat, in
West Bengal's East
Midnapore district, saw the
participation of tribal
communities in West
Bengal's East Midnapore
district.

West Bengal has a large
exotic bird breeding industry
that supports a huge number
of people. Parakeets and
mynas are the most
commonly traded birds in
West Bengal, while the
peacock is hunted in
Maharashtra.
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m ICMR creates new strategy for Covid-19 testing in India

m NIPER-Guwahati designs innovative 3D products to fight
COVID-19

m N.Korea test fires multiple short-range anti-ship missiles
m Space station crew to blast off despite virus-hit build up

m US approves sale of anti-ship missiles, torpedoes to India
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Indian Council of Medical .~ The new strategy for Covid-
Research (ICMR) has ' 19 testing in India include all
devised a new strategy for _& symptomatic individuals

Covid-19 testing in India and who have undertaken

in hotspots or cluster and in r.w international travel in the last

large migration gatherings or . = 14 daysand all symptomatic
evacuees centres. - contacts of laboratory

confirmed cases.

ICMR creates new strategy
for Covid-19 testing in India

It also include all ‘
symptomatic health care ==
workers and all patients with
severe acute respiratory
iliness like fever, cough and
shortness of breath.

Asymptomatic direct and
high-risk contacts of a
confirmed case should be
tested once between day five
and day 14 of coming in his
or her contact.

seven days of illness.

In hotspots or cluster defined by
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry and in large migration
gatherings or evacuees centres,
all symptomatic having fever,
cough, sore throat and runny
nose will real-time polymerase
chain reaction, rRT-PCR within

After seven days of illness
antibody test will be done if
rRT-PCR confirms it b
negative. |
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* Keyboards, including

NIPER-Guwahati designs innovative
3D products to fight COVID-19

,m, ST e vd AT FEIT
ITE OF PHARMACEUTICAL ECUCATION AND RESEARCH

L il
The first product is a

3D-printed hands-free

object that could be ]
used to help open or close It was designed after a

doors, windows, drawers /l The second product is a - thorough study to
(both vertical and 3D-printed antimicrobial - understand how viruses
horizontal), and refrigerator face-shield to control the spread through oral,
gﬁﬁw mﬂmﬂmwwwhwummhu ~ spread of novel / ophthalmic, olfactory and
/noasmsam. other body cavities.

turning the switch buttons
on/off.
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The Trump
administration has
notified the Congress of its
determination to sell Harpoon

air-launched anti-ship missiles

nd Mark 54 lightweight torpedoes
worth 155 US million dollars to
India to enhance its deterrent
capabilities against "regional
threats" and to bolster its
homeland defence.

The Harpoon
missile system will be
integrated into the P-8I
anti-submarine warfare
aircraft to conduct anti-surface
warfare missions in defence of
critical sea lanes while
enhancing inter-operability
with the United States and
other allied forces.

The US
recognised India as a
"Major Defence Partner"
in 2016. This designation
allows India to buy more
advanced and sensitive
technologies from America a t
par with that of the US'
closest allies and
partners.

The proposed sale
will improve India's
capability to meet current
and future threats from enemy
weapon systems. The MK 54
Lightweight Torpedo will
provide the capability to
conduct anti-submarine
warfare missions.
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MISCELLANEOUS

m CRPF Valour Day

m Revised Version of Swachhata Application launched to
fight COVID-19

m Top oil producers agree on deal to cut output amid
coronavirus crisis

m Union HRD Minister launches a web-portal YUKTI

m Visakhapatnam airfield remains open during lockdown
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President led the nation in
saluting Central Reserve
Police Force 6:13 on its

On April 9", 1965
a small contingent of
2" Bn CRPF, successfully
fought and repulsed an
attack by a Pakistani Brigade
on Sardar Post in the
Rann of Kutch, Gujarat,
eliminating 34 Pakistani
soldiers and capturing
4 alive.

CRPF Valour Day

CRPF VALOUR DAY

Never in the history of
military battles have a
handful of policemen
fought back a full
fledged infantry Brigade
in such a manner.

In this conflict, six
valiant CRPF men
also attained martyrdom.
As a tribute to the saga of
the brave men of the Force,
gth April is befittingly
celebrated as "Valour
Day” in the Force.
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Top Oil Producers agree on deal to
cut output amid Coronavirus Crisis

Top oil-producing countries
have agreed to cut output
in order to boost
plummeting oil prices due
to the coronavirus crisis
and a Russia-Saudi price
war.

OPEC producers,
dominated by Saudi
Arabia, and allies led by
Russia, met via video-
conference in a last-ditch
effort to cement an accord
struck early Friday that
hinged on Mexico's

Kuwait Oil Minister
announced the agreement
to cut production by nearly
10 million barrel per day by
OPEC members starting on
May 1st.

Yesterday's meeting was
chaired by Saudi Energy
Minister Prince Abdulaziz
bin Salman and Russian
Energy Minister Alexander
Novak.
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With the nationwide lockdown to prevent the spread of the
virus during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, INS Dega of
Eastern Naval Command (ENC) ensured that the joint-user
airfield at Visakhapatnam remains open round the clock.

The manning of the airfield has been modified to ensure that
all required safety services and airfield facilities continued to
be available.

This ensured that all special flights, as well as, the cargo flight
of SpiceJet continued its operations unhindered. So far, 15
sorties of the cargo flight have operated since the lockdown
has been enforced.

Further, the Indian Navy continued to maintain its operational
vigil carrying out regular Maritime Surveillance missions by
day and night.

The Dornier squadron of the ENC, INAS 311, operating from
the air station, has been undertaking regular maritime
surveillance missions.
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MISCELLANEOUS

m Abu Dhabi to offer free COVID-19 tests to workers in
Mussafah

m Facebook launches third party fact checking in
Bangladesh

m MNRE urges states to set up renewable energy
equipment parks

m US approves sale of anti-ship missiles, torpedoes to India

m Uttar Pradesh becomes first State in the country to start
pool testing of corona virus samples
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Abu Dhabi to offer free COVID-19
Tests to workers in Mussafah

The Abu Dhabi Department of Economic
Development (ADDED) will set up clinics in
Mussafah, to offer free COVID-19 tests to
workers.

The ADDED requested people with fever, cough
and difficulty with breathing, particularly if they
are above 50s, to seek medical attention at the
specialist clinics for free examination and

Mussafah is one of the industrial areas so

west of Abu Dhabi. The move comes in line with
the Abu Dhabi Government's efforts and
precautionary measures to ensure health and
safety of the workers and to contain the spread
of the virus.
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MNRE urges states to set up
renewable energy equipment parks

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

MISCELLANEOUS

TARGET PT 2020

Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy has
tiated action towards
setting up new hubs for
manufacturing renewable
energy equipment's to meet
both domestic and global
demand.

Ministry has written to
various state governments
and various port authorities

to identify land parcels of
50 to 500 acres for setting
up such Parks.

Tuticorin Port Trust,
Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha have already
expressed their interest in
setting up Renewable
Energy Manufacturing
Parks.

At a time when many
companies are shifting
their manufacturing firms
from China, it is time for
India to bring policy
changes for facilitating
manufacturing in India.

inistry has already set up
Renewable Energy Industry
Facilitation and Promotion
Board to facilitate
investment in the sector.
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ekfJefe]:1d Uttar Pradesh becomes first State

in the country to start pool testing
of corona virus samples

SHORT TAKES 2020

Uttar Pradesh has become However, if the re

the first state in the Q.— collection is fo

country to start pool testing each of those s
of corona virus samples. individually.

The move is aimed at 4 \ _ If the result of a collection of
speeding up the screening . . . Qm samples comes negative, then
process and also bring down | _ that means all Em samples
the cost of testing samples. group are negative.

State health department This facility is being expanded in all
has also decided to carryout @ h districts and initially 5 samples will

the audit of any death in state be pooled. In the pool testing
due to COVID-19. method, multiple swab samples are

pooled together and tested.
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DAY 88
ENVIRONMENT

m COP26 climate summit postponed due to COVID-19

m Deserted Thai beaches lure rare turtles to build most
nests in 20 years

m Environment Ministry’s Draft EIA Notification
m No ice makes it a tough winter for seal pups in Baltic Sea

m Study of Community Forest Resources by Ministry of
Tribal Affairs
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C0P26 Climate Summit Postponed

SHORT TAKES 2020 due to COVID-19

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

ENVIRONMENT

The biggest climate summit in five
years, the Conference of Parties 26 (COP

26), which was scheduled to be held in
St November in Glasgow, has been

postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic.
,Cd _ _ The rescheduled meet will be
I . held next year in the same city;
i BN ===“m=m= nm the dates will be finalised later.
== N=N= It is reported that the Scottish government

plans to convert the venue for the conference,
the SEC arena, into a field hospital. The UK is

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ITALY one of the more severely affected countries
by COVID-19 and is running short of supplies
and beds.
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Environment Ministry’s Draft
EIA Notification

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
ENVIRONMENT

The Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has
proposed a draft Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
notification to replace the current
notification, which goes back to
2006.

The notification incorporates several
scattered amendments that the
government made from time to time
since the 2006 notification.

The concept of EIA came to

India in 1978-1979 but
became mandatory only in
1994 after the government
notified it as a requirement

under the Environment

It also defines several terms
which were previously not
properly defined, giving the
law on EIA some much
needed clarity.

rationalisation and standardisation of

Protection Act, 1986.

The new notification is being
brought in order to make the
process more transparent and
expedient by implementation of an
online system, further delegation,

The 2020 draft notification has a
clause dedicated to definitions
remedying the problem.

the process.

& www.iasscore.in

[SCORE



TARGET PT 2020 m

SNIPPETS | DAY: 74-90

ul'210dSselI'MMM &

*SUJOqMaU J0 3.l [RAIAINS

ay} buionpai pue uoseas buipasiq

ay} Bundnasip ‘Buipmoialano buisnes
‘Ngeyul Ajjew.ou Jou pinom Aay) sjajsi
0juo paaio} uaaq aney Aayj ‘Y oYM
T

“19)uim 3y Hurnp sdnd

paaliq 0} 13pI0 Ul - S3X0} IO SBA|OM 3)I|
siojepaid woij aoue)sip e daay wayy
sdjay yaiym - 991 paau sjeas Aaiy

*S3pRIap u1 391 oYUM
J3JUIM }S11J 3y} P3Je) aUIISL0I IIPION
3y} se eIAJe pue eIuojs3 ui eag Jnjeg

au} Jo saioys ay} uo HuiAp ase sdnd jeas
Kaib Jo spaipuny yaieasai o} Huipioaay

Bog Jnjeq ur sdnd [eass
J0] I9JUIM [SNO0) © 1 SOYRUI 991 ON

LNIWNOJIANT
payanojup Buiyano) - 81098 | 4 aziwixe|y

020¢ SINV.L LUOHS

S921A IS [IAID 10§ 9)MNSU] Uy

3400SSY

[SCORE



74-90

SNIPPETS | DAY

SSCOR

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020
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ENVIRONMENT

Study of Community Forest Resources

- v 4T

TN e
e e T e B

=2

= e

by Ministry of Tribal Affairs

According to a study conducted by Ministry of Tribal Affairs
State-level guidelines must be created for sustainable resource
usage in areas where community forest resource (CFR) rights are
given under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA), the
Energy and Resource Institute (TERI).

MoTA must issue broad guidelines and principles for
implementation of CFRs, mentioning specific role of the
state forest department, state tribal/social welfare
department, revenue department and gram sabhas

MoTa should focus on capacity-building of gram sabha
\@ members, assessment of the biomass stock and

biodiversity conservation

stakeholder government departments about the
acts/schemes/policies

O H Focus on capacity building programmes to educate various

The micro-plans prepared by gram sabha for their respective
CFR should be a part of the working plans of forest division
concerned, so that forest staff could facilitate the
implementation of sustainable forest management.
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DAY 89
ECONOMY

m CBDT refunds over 5,204 crore rupees to help MSMEs

m Fifteenth Finance Commission to assess impacts of
COVID-19

m Gol amends FDI policy

m MNRE urges states to set up renewable energy
equipment parks, make India global hub

m RBI announces Rs 50,000 crore for NBFCs, MFIs
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
ECONOMY

The CBDT has issued
income tax refunds
worth Rs 5,204 crore
as a relief to MSMEs.

These refunds would
help MSMEs to carry
on their business
activities without
pay cuts or layoffs.

CBDT refunds over 5,204 crore rupees
to help MSMEs

Pursuant to the
Government's April 8
decision the I-T
department has issued
nearly 14 lakh refunds up
to Rs 5 lakh each till
date, to help
taxpayers.

~
\tf re

\\
.“q

,_“
1
gty

A it ._.__n Central Board
of
Direct Taxes
(CBDT)

It further said that
keeping its focus on
providing relief to small
businesses in MSME sector}
the CBDT will further issue
refunds of Rs 7,760
crore at the earliest
possible.

e
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SHORT TAKES 2020
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Gol amends FDI policy

In an attempt to curb opportunistic
takeovers and acquisitions of Indian
companies during the COVID-19
pandemic, the Government of India
has reviewed the country's Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) policy on 17
April 2020.

A e e

Similarly, the government has
also made it clear in case of
change of ownership of any FDI
to any entity from a country
sharing border with India,
permission will have to be sought
from the government.

This will apply to all existing and
future investments, either direct
or indirect.

China taking over several
vulnerable companies across the
world, during the financial crisis

developed during the spread of
COVID-19 has been a worry for
several countries.

For India, the People's Bank of
China increasing its stake in
Housing Development Finance
Corp Ltd is said to be one of the
immediate triggers for this
decision.
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RBI announces Rs 50,000 crore
for NBFCs, MFIs

Reserve Bank of India announced TLTRO 2.0 of Rs
50,000 crore to ensure that small and mid-sized
corporates, including non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) and micro finance institutions (MFls) get
enough liquidity.

The funds availed by banks under TLTRO 2.0 should be
invested in investment grade bonds, commercial paper,
and non-convertible debentures of NBFCs, with at least
50 per cent of the total amount availed going to small
and mid-sized NBFCs and MFIs.

These investments have to be made within one month of
the availability of liquidity from the RBI

& www.iasscore.in
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DAY 90
ART & CULTURE

m Dekho Apna Desh

m February 21: International Mother Language Day

m ICCR launches global painting competition on coronavirus
m National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of India

m Odisha cancels annual Chaitra Jatra festival
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ART & CULTURE

India's Ministry of Tourism has launched a new

initiative that allows exploring the length and
breadth of the country, virtually.

“Dekho Apna Desh” or “See Your Country” is a
series of webinars that hosts sessions on
different cities of India; highlighting their tourist
attractions, history and culture.

Titled “City of Cities Del iary”, its
first webinar on April 14 explored the rich history
of the national capital.

The next webinar was hosted on April 16 taking
visitors on a virtual journey across Kolkata.

Dekho Apna Desh

& www.iasscore.in
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The idea to celebrate
International Mother
Language Day was the
initiative of Bangladesh.

a

world since 2000.

It was approved at the

1999 UNESCO General

Conference and has been
/ observed throughout the

February 21:
International Mother Language Day

INTERNATIONAL

MOTHER
LANGUAGE
DAY

21 FEBRUARY

UNESCO believes in the
importance of cultural
and linguistic diversity

for sustainable societies.

~

It is within its mandate for

respect for others.

peace that it works to

preserve the differences

in cultures and languages
that foster tolerance and \
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Odisha cancels Annual

SHORT TAKES 2020 Chaitra Jatra Festival
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0
o

This festival is ~  The largest gatherings , pﬁ Tara Tarini hill shrine, /.
celebrated at Tara fll occur on second and . located at Kumari hill on /
Tarini hill shrine on V third Tuesdays. March v banks of the Rushikulya
F
£

._.__8._22:_5_.__3__ :__%_.m__m_oamwog_:_ =<2._:=_n_28=_33 \
- month of Chaitra. Tuesday. ..| Shakti worship in \|
- Odisha. £

£
£
F
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IAS MAINS 2020

LIVE & INTERACTIVE

CLASSES

~__MAINS 2020 ~__MAINS 2020
. CLASSES ~  TESTSERIES
1 GS MAINS QIP 1 GS MAINS TEST SERIES
ETHICS CLASSES ETHICS & ESSAY TEST SERIES

POL. SC. TEST SERIES

POL. SC. ADVANCE

2

3 ESSAY CLASSES
4 PUB. ADM. TEST SERIES
9

Gl AW N

PUB AD. ADVANCE HISTORY TEST SERIES

“Cou-r-ses-\-lvill Be c(-)ﬁdui:-ted ;cco-r-diné-to lii’SC“PreI-i-ms -
_ Examination Date Announcements

@ 1B, 2" Floor, Pusa Road Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005, ™ . p
(Adjacent to Karol Bagh Metro Gate No. 8) ¥ WWW.lasscore.n
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IAS PRELIMS 2020
ONLINE

TARGET PT 2020

45 Days Onine Prelims Classes through 400+ MCQ

PRELIMS Test Series

SECTIONAL +MOCK + CURRENT AFFAIRS | TOTAL: 31 TESTS

03 CSAT Online Classes
L B 4 WEEKS CSAT ONLINE CLASSES

PRELIMS MOCK TEST

TOTAL: 20 TESTS

PRELIMS Test Series

(COMPLETE REVISION TESTS | TOTAL: 32 TESTS

01

Current Affairs Classes

Complete Revision of Prelims Current Affairs in 60 Hrs.

91B, 2" Floor, Pusa Road Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005, ot AN 1 1
(Adjacent to Karol Bagh Metro Gate No. 8) Visit: & WWw.1asscore.in

N info@iasscore.in (f)/iasscore 8448496262




