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ECONOMY

' e T Jw S
MINISTRY OF
) FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

Bl

Launch of MIEWS Portal Under

et o

Ministry of Food ssing Industries
nasn-.:__um:n

The Government launched the Market The MIEWS Dashboard and Portal is a ‘first-
Intelligence and Early Warning System of-its-kind' platform for 'real time monitoring'
(MIEWS) Web Portal. of prices of tomato, onion and potato (TOP)
and for simultaneously generating alerts for
intervention under the terms of the
Operation Greens (OG) scheme.

of India

The portal would disseminate all relevant
information related to TOP crops such as
Prices and Arrivals, Area and
Production, Imports and Exports, Crop
Calendars, Crop Agronomy, etc in an easy
to use visual format.

Market Intelligence and
Early Warning System (MIEWS) Portal

MIBF P |

i

Hon'ble Minister of Sta e
Food Processing Indust|

As per the terms of the 0G Scheme, during a glut situation, evacuation of
surplus production from producing areas to consumption centres will be
as determined by the following:
When the prices fal arket price
at the time of harvest
When the prices fall more than 50% compared to last year's market
price at the time of harvest;
When the prices fall less than the benchmark, if any, fixed by the
State / Central Government for a specified p:
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ECONOMY

the 'Higher Education Leadership Development Programme for

O A q:mc:_o:_,\__:_mS:o:.ESm:mmmoEomcm<m_83ma_m§%$
Administrator'.

It is a joint initiative of UGC and British Council under the
auspices of UK India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI),
which aims to deliver a leadership development programme for
middle and senior level administrative functionaries in Indian
Universities.

The training for 300 participants is aimed at capacity building for
\@ senior leaders, mid-senior level functionaries and academic
faculty across Indian higher education institutes (HEIs).

The University Grants Commission (UGC) will conduct this
programme in collaboration with Advance HE as the training
partner with globally recognized institutional expertise and
leadership excellence from the UK, which is being enabled by the
British Council in India.

Since 2006, UKIERI has been driving internationalisation in
higher education sectors of Indiaand the UK by focusing on
O three key aspects: institutional partnerships (for research and
academics), student mobility, and leadership development
(for academic leaders).
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Akademik
Lomonosov

Akademik Lomonosov is a Russian powership to be operated as the world's first floating
nuclear power station.

Russia’s sea-based nuclear power plant

Russia's first floating nuclear power plant, the Akademik Lomonosov,
is preparing to embark on its maiden mission in the Arctic far east

Sctricity to ove 50,000 people

AKADEMIK LOMONOSOV ALASKA
Nuclear floating power unit (U.S)
(FPU) — named after Russian

scientist Mikhail Lomonosov

Crew living
quarters i of Akademik
Lomonosov

It will be deployed at Pevek, in the Chukotka region in Russia's Far East and is planned to
comeonline in end of 2019 as the nearby Bilibino Nuclear Power Plant is shut.

It intends mainly to serve the region's oil platforms as Russia is expanding the exploitation
ofhydrocarbons in the Arctic.

Nuclear agency Rosatom says the reactor is a simpler alternative to building a
conventional plant and it intends to sell such reactors abroad.

Rosatom plans to store spent fuel onboard of ship and thus any accident involving this
fuel might have a serious impact on the fragile environment of the Arctic.

Environmental groups have long warned of the dangers of the project, dubbing it a
potential "Chernobyl on ice" and a "nuclear Titanic” as it is additionally vulnerable to
storms.

Refuelling
room

Storage of spent fuel
and radioactive waste

Nuclear power: Two KLT-40S
reactor units can generate up to

70MW of electric energy 3

FPU SPECIFICATIONS e

Length 144 metres Helicopter deck
Width 30 metres

Displacement 21,500 tonnes Fropuision: Power

plant has no engines
Crew 69 of its own and needs
Average towing speed 4 knots to be towed by tugs

Sources: IAEA, Reuters, Rosatom © GRAPHIC NEWS
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|
4 Subhash The report
Chandra Garg says crypto-

Committee was

constituted on November 2, P .
2017 1o look into the legality any intrinsic value of their

of crypto-currencies and own and lack any of the
block-chain. attributes of a
| currency.

currencies do not have

It has, however,
said the government
should keep an open
E | mind on the potential

issuance of crypto-

) currencies by the

The committee thus Y
recommended that
private crypto-currencies
be banned in India.

Reserve Bank of
4 India.

Grynto Gurrencies

They neither act as a
| store of value nor are
they a medium of
exchange in themselves.

& www.iasscore.in
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The Mumbai-Pune
Hyperloop project received a
push with the Maharashtra
Cabinet approving to appoint
a consortium of DP World
and Hyperloop Technologies
as its Original Project
Proponent (OPP).

With Hyperloop travel the
150-km journey between
Mumbai and Pune will be
cut down to just 23
minutes, turning the
region into one megacity.

Project is given a 'public
infrastructure' status,
which will enable it an
easier access tofunds
and concessions.

The project will improve
connectivity for the 2.6
crore residents of both
cities, andexpect 15
crore people to use the
service annually.

India could be the first
country in the world to
officially commission
ahyperloop.

The project is being
carried out by the Pune
Metropolitan Regional
Development Authority
(PMRDA) and is said to
have a total investment
of Rs 70,000 crore.

Hyperloop is a high-
speed mode of
transportation, where a
pod-like vehicle
travelsthrough a sealed
tube at near the speed of

& www.iasscore.in
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The Kandangisaree,
manufactured in
Karaikuditaluk in Sivaganga
district of Tamil Nadu.

GOT GI TAG

The original
Kandangisaree is
manually made using a
winding machine, loom,
shuttle and bobbin. It is a
team effort of the town of
Karaikudi and it form
part of their
livelihood

These sarees are
characterised by the

lagrge contrast borders, and

some of them are known to
have borders covering as
much as two-thirds of the

saree.
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The Government
of India has
adopted “Counter
Cyclical Fiscal
Policy” in order to
decrease the
Economic Slow
Down in the
country.

It is the strategy
adopted to
counter recession
or boom through
fiscal measures.

During recession,
the Counter
cyclical fiscal
policy aims at
reducing taxes
and increasing
expenditure.

Counter Cyelical

Fiseal Policy

It aims to create
demand in the
country to bring
an upswing in the
country.

The counter-
cyclical fiscal
policy aims at
increasing taxes
and reducing
public
expenditure.

=

Allowing
amplification of
boom can be
disastrous
because, it may
increase inflation
and debt crisis.

Wealth Creation is the
only way to achieve
the target. Alongside
Wealth Creation, the
Gol has planned to
adopt more counter-
cyclical Fiscal
measures to arrest
the economic
slowdown

& www.iasscore.in
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ECOMMERCE

Market Study on
E-commerece in India

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) released a Report titled '‘Market Study on E-
commerce in India.

Fastest growing market in the world: Revenue from the India's e-commerce sector is
expected to increase from USD 39 billion in 2017 to USD 120 billion in 2020, growing at
an annual rate of 51 percent, the highest in the world.

Funding: Since 2009, the e-commerce sector has received around USD 13,338 million in
investments from across the world.

MSME Participation: As per a Working Paper of United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), nearly half of the manufacturing output in India comes from the
Micro Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and 43% of the MSMEs participate in online
sales in India.

Dynamic pricing: Online trade has led to increased price transparency and the consequent
ease of price comparison for the customers. It also enables sellers to monitor competitors'
prices and use the same as an input in setting their own prices.

Strategic response to e-commerce: Some smaller retailers are primarily using third party
marketplace platforms to access the online consumers. Some have launched their own
websites to complement the physical sales. Also, there are sellers who sell exclusively
online, with no brick and mortar presence.

Role of online marketplace platforms: The study reveals that third-party online
marketplaces play a central role in e-commerce in India. An estimated 64% of digital retail
trade in India is through online platforms.

Growth enablers: Besides the growth in smart phone penetration and access to internet, the growth
of ecommerce has been enabled through introduction of cash on delivery, discounts and deals
offered by the marketplaces, faster deliveries including one-day delivery and access to a large
product range, espel r 1l and tier Il cities where choices were limited.
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The Mineral aws (Amendment)

-~

ance 2020

It amends the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957 (MMDR Act) and the Coal Mines (Special 3253:& Act, 2015
(CMSP Act).

In 2014, Supreme Court cancelled the m__cS_a: of the coal mines
following the CAG report on Coal scam.

The CMSP Act in 2015 provides for the auction and allocation of mines
whose allocation was cancelled by the Supreme Court.

o Schedule | ofthe Act provides a list of all such mines;

® Schedule Il and 11l are sub-classes of the mines listed in the Schedule 1.

® Schedule Il mines are those where production had already started then,
and

e Schedule Il mines are ones that had been earmarked for a specified
end-use.

However, out of 204 coal blocks, only 29 of these blocks could be

auctioned-as some of these mines had end-use restrictions.

GSSCORE

Hu—mzz..:m for Ouﬁu Services

Composite license for prospecting and mining

Removal of restriction on end-use of coal

Eligibility for auction of coal and lignite blocks

Prior approval from the central government

Non-exclusive reconnaissance permit (NERP) holders may apply
for licence.

Advance action for auction

Transfer of statutory clearances to new bidders

& www.iasscore.in
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An Institute for Civil Services

IAS MAINS 2020

LIVE & INTERACTIVE

CLASSES

MAINS 2020 MAINS 2020
CLASSES TEST SERIES
1 GS MAINS QIP 1 GS MAINS TEST SERIES
2 ETHICS CLASSES 2 ETHICS & ESSAY TEST SERIES
3 ESSAY CLASSES 3 POL. SC. TEST SERIES
4 POL. SC. ADVANCE 4 PUB. ADM. TEST SERIES
5 PUB AD. ADVANCE 5 HISTORY TEST SERIES

Courses will be conducted according to UPSC Prelims
Examination Date Announcements

9 1B, 2" Floor, Pusa Road Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005,
(Adjacent to Karol Bagh Metro Gate No. 8)

N info@iasscore.in (f)/iasscore

& www.iasscore.in
® 8448496262
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A massive decline in the population of the Hangul
(Cervushangluhanglu), also known as the 'Kashmir stag' has been
observed.

It is the state animal of Jammu & Kashmir and is restricted to the
Dachigam National Park which is 15 km north-west of Jammu &
Kashmir's summer capital Srinagar.

It is placed under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 and the J&K Wildlife Protection Act, 1978.

The Hangul was once widely distributed in the mountains of Kashmir
and parts of Chamba district in neighbouring Himachal Pradesh.

The IUCN's Red List has classified it as (Critically Endangered and is
similarly listed under the Species Recovery Programme of the
Wildlife Institute of India (WII) and the Environmental Information
System (ENVIS) of the MoEFCC.
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New Species of Wasp

(

Goa-based researcher.
It belongs to genus Kudakrumia which is a

The wasp has been named as

Kudakrumiarangnekari, after ParagRangnekar, a
genus of primitive wasps that was previously

A new species of wasp has been identified
from the genus Kudakrumiain Goa. It was
found in the Western Ghats forests from
known only from Sri Lanka.

Cotigao Wildlife sanctuary.
populations and thus are deployed to protect

Wasps are proficient at controlling pest
crops.
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Paddy Frog

A new species of 'Paddy Frog' has been
discovered from Northeast India which is
endemic particularly to Assam. It has been
named Aishani, after Sanskrit word named
as 'aishani' or aisani meaning northeast.

The frog belongs to genus Micryletta
which is a small genus of microhylid
frogs. The microhylid genus is a group of
narrow-mouthed frogs that are more
commonly known as paddy frogs which
are distributed in Southeast Asia (SEA).

As of now, there are only 4 recognised
species in this group and newly
discovered Micrylettaaishani becomes the
5th. Itis likely to be more widely
distributed in Northeast India, particularly
Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot region.
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Fedor short for Final
Experimental Demonstration
Object Research is a Russian
humanoid robot which has
recently reached International
Space Station (ISS).

Fedor weighing 160 kg&
standing 180 cm tall was sent
in-an unmanned Soyuz
capsule from the launch pad
at Russia's space facility in
Baikonur, Kazakhstan.

It will copy human
movements and will help
with high-risk tasks at the
ISS specially to work onthe
outside of the ISS.

The 1SS programme is a joint
project between five
participating space agencies:

O NASA - USA  ® Roscosmos - Russia

@ JAXA Japan @ ESA Europe
@ CSA Canada

The International Space
Station is habitable artificial
satellite in low Earth orbit.

While Fedor is Russia's first
robot in space, in 2011, NASA
sent up Robonaut 2 and in
2013Japan sent up a small
robot called Kirobo into
Space.

& www.iasscore.in
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Chandrayaan-2 took

photos of various craters
on the moon while it was
flying over its north pole.

One of the craters it
scanned over was a lunar
impact crater named
Mitra, after the noted
Indian physicist, Sisir
Kumar Mitra

SISIR KUMAR MITRA

The Working Group for
Planetary System
Nomenclature (WGPSN),
an arm of the
InternationalAstronomical
Union (IAU) had named
the crater after Mitra in
1970.

Mitra was the first to
introduce radio
communication in India
and was pioneer in the
field of lonospheric
Science and Radio
Technology.

The ionosphere is a
region of the upper
atmosphere which
extends from 60 km to
several thousand
kilometres above the
earth.

lonosphere reflects
short radio waves,
enabling transmission to
be made around the
curvedsurface of the
earth by sky waves, and
its presence is vital for
long-distance radio
communication.

7

Other Indian scientists
who have their names
etched on the moon are
Dr Vikram Sarabhai.
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Xenotransplantation is the
transplanting of organs from one
species to another.

Pioneering transplant surgeon Sir
Terence English, who had performed
the first heart transplantin the United

Kingdom in 1979, declared that his
team would transplant a pig's kidney
into @ human's body by end of 2019.

The first attempts at animal-to-
human transplants were made in
1838, when the cornea of a pig was
transplanted into a human.

Over the past century there have been
unsuccessful attempts to transfer organs from
pigs, goats,sheep, monkeys, chimpanzees,
baboons and pigs into humans.

Disadvantage with xenotransplantation:

fear of transmission of viruses from

animals to humansand high rejection

rate (human body's immune system

starts working against any foreign
~~— organ)

A pig's genetic make-up and internal
organs are similar to a human's. Its
weight, lipids, arterialpressure, heart
rate, renal function, electrolyte
balance, and digestive system match
those in the human body.

With a lack of human cadavers as
donors, researchers are looking at
animal organs as viablealternative.
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Indian Institute of Technology Madras is
organizing India's first Global Hyperloop Pod
Competition to increase awareness and
enthusiasm about Hyperloop in India. The
competition is open globally and the final round
will take place in the IIT Madras campus in July
2020.

Called the 'Indian Hyperloop Pod Competition,' the
objective is to encourage student teams in India
and abroad to develop a Hyperloop Pod and
compete to build the fastest, most innovative and
efficient design and prototype Of the relevant
technologies in the field.

This competition is open to all the engineering
colleges across the world, to ideate, design and
implement their ideas for the Hyperloop Pods.

India’s First Global
Hyperloop Pod Competition

Hyperloop is the 5th mode of transportation, a
high-speed train that travels in a near-vacuum
tube.

The reduced air resistance allows the capsule
inside the tube to reach speeds of more than
1000 km/h, conveying people or objects at high
speed while being very efficient, thereby
drastically reducing travel times over medium-
range distances.

Mr. Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX and CEQ of
Tesla, proposed the idea of Hyperloop to the world
in 2013 through a whitepaper 'Hyperloop Alpha.’
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Low Cost
Corona Testing Kit

Government of Bangladesh granted approval for the production
of the locally developed low cost Corona testing kit.

The kit requires some chemical reagents which need to be
imported. The approval to import raw materials was given by the
Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA).

The kit has been developed by Gonoshasthaya Kendra, a
Bangladesh based public health organisationthat runs hospitals and
medical research work in the country especially for the rural areas.

After producing the kit, GonoshasthayaKendra will have to send
the kit to DGDA for final approval of WHO.

Gonoshasthaya Kendra claims that the kit will be able to
detect Corona virus positive cases quickly within 15

According to the Ganoshasthaya Kendra, the kit will cost
approximately 250-300 Taka.

The standard method of diagnosis of Corona virus is by reverse
transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) which uses
sequencing from a nasopharyngeal swab or sputum sample.

& wWwWw.iasscore.in

[SCORE



46-60

DAY

TARGET PT 2020

UI'910DSSeI'MMM &

"SI9YUI|-SS04D [RDILLAYD O JUNOLWE |[BWS AJaA
pUR JaJeM Ul P3YBOS UL e Saiqll Jagqqn aulj 8say] "saiqi Jaulj ojul
papua|q 1S11} ale SaiqualAl Jea pajakaal ‘sjaboiae Jaqqni auy) 81eaid op

"Pa|I} uaaq Sey Juared e pue ‘g L0g Jaquaidss ul s10adsy
Bunasuibul pue [eoIWBYI09ISAU 1 S99BLING pUB SPI0|j07) [eulnol
Uu819s 10 uoIsIaA uud ayy ul paysiignd sem ABojouyasy [aAou SIYL

19gQnJ pasn 8194931 0} Aem Ajpusllj-099
Ue S184J0 pue ‘saly deias Jo asn Japim e sajowoid ABojouyas) mau SIy}
‘anfeA [elaJawwod Jaybiy e Jo sjonpoud ojul Jagqna a1sem BuijoAadn Ag

‘punos pue leay Buidde; e Juaiae A1an osfe
aJe Aay1 pue ‘a|qesnp A1an ‘quaglosae Aubiy Wb Aswalixe ae
fayy senJadoud sjqexewas aeisuowap $jab0Ise 1aqgn Mau ay |

'S8.A) J9QqqNJ 81SeM L0} Bpew ale

s|afio.ae Jey} awi 1S4 U1 SI sy “suonedljdde jo abues apim e aAey Jey}
sjabouae Jybi-1adns ojul salA1 Jaqqgny aysem BuiiaAuod Aq ybnolypesiq
[ea160j0uy93} JOfeW B PAABIYJE SBY SIaYdJeasal SN JO Wea}

A90TONHI31 8 ION3IDS
payanojup Buiyanoy - 81038 | 4 aziwixely

salA] 13qqny delds wol} IpeW  ozoz sanvi LuoHs
s|afoay 1si14 S.pHOM 3yl N05S S|

[SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

DAY: 46-60

GSSCORE

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

,MWWW‘WNM wenseneni D o

e S i E..i..fllllll-l

Eklavya Model
Residential Schools

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) are set up in
States/UTs with grants under Article 275(1) of the
Constitution of India.

The scheme of Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRSs) was introduced in the year 1997-98.

The objective is to provide quality middle and high-level education
to Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in remote areas in order to
enable them to avail of reservation in high and professional
educational courses and get jobs in government and public and
private sectors.

The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Government of India.
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Innovate for Accessible
India Campaign

Microsoft India and NASSCOM Foundation announced the launch of the
Innovate for Accessible India campaign in partnership with the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPWD),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Ministry of Science and Technology and ERNET
(National Research and Education Network under MeitY).

Innovate for Accessible India is a nation-wide innovation challenge
aimed at empowering people with disabilities with the technology
and tools required for better integration into society and access to
equal opportunities.

The campaign will be an aggregator of workable technology solutions
developed using Microsoft Cloud, Artificial Intelligence and other

technologies that address gaps faced by people with disabiliti
especially in acquiring services and support in education, skill bi
employment, mobility, rehabilitation and other government services.

ing,

The winning innovations stand to win a grant of INR 10 lakhs
each in the established projects category (pilot testing with a
group of more than 25 beneficiaries) and a grant of INR 5 lakhs
each in the early stage category (working prototype tested by
less than 25 people).

Making this world a better place
for each of us

Accessibility of public
transportation

Enhancing the cccessibility of built environment,
transport system and Information
and Communication (ICT) eco-system for
Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).

Accessible India - Empeowered Indio
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wachh Bharat Mission
Phase 11

Gram panchayats across the country will have access to
more funds and guidelines to use these funds more
efficiently for activities under the second phase of the union
government's flagship Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM).

It will be mandatory for gram panchayats to use half
O the funds allocated to them under the 15th Finance

Commission.

An additional Rs 5 lakh is allocated to each gram panchayat
\@ for solid and liquid waste management under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme.

The second phase of the SBM is set to be implemented
from 2020-2021 to 2024-2025.

The government also plans to monitor the progress of ODF
on a real-time basis, according to the official.
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45 Days Onine Prelims Classes through 400+ MCQ

PRELIMS Test Series

SECTIONAL +MOCK + CURRENT AFFAIRS | TOTAL: 31 TESTS

03 CSAT Online Classes
4 WEEKS CSAT ONLINE CLASSES

04 PRELIMS MOCK TEST

01

TOTAL: 20 TESTS

PRELIMS Test Series

(COMPLETE REVISION TESTS | TOTAL: 32 TESTS

Current Affairs Classes

Complete Revision of Prelims Current Affairs in 60 Hrs.

91B, 2" Floor, Pusa Road Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005, oits A 1 H
(Adjacent to Karol Bagh Metro Gate No. 8) Visit: & www.1asscore.in

N info@iasscore.in (f)/iasscore 8448496262




