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IAS MOCK INTERVIEW

India’s Most Experienced
Interview Panel is Here!

R.P. Aggarwal

IAS (Retd.)

Amb. Anil Trigunayat

Former Ambassadors & Secretary,
Assaociation of Indian Diplomats (Former Ambassadors)

Well known IAS Interview Mentor

IAS, Former Vice Chairman - DDA,
Former Adviser to Governor of Arunachal Pradesh

IAS, Former Secretary - Govt of India

B.K. Pandey

[ES, Former Adviser - NITI Aayog

IFoS,
Former Principal Conservator of Forests - Arunachal Pradesh

IES, Former Joint Secretary - HRD Ministry

Devi Prasad

IES, Celebrated Budget and Economic Survey Expert

S.B.S Tyagi
IPS (Retd.)

Serving Bureaucrat, Government of India

- and many other Senior Civil Servants and Academicians who will
part of the board...

Question on Debatable Topic for
Self-paced Preparation

Analysis of Controversial Topics
& Tips to handle

494 DAF Analysis

2 1 Mock Interview

HIGHLIGHTS

= Mock Feedback

B Video Recording

SSCOR

An Institute for Civil Services

Registration Open

© 8448496262
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m Day 36: Miscellaneous........ 26-30

o Draft National Education Policy 2019
o DNA Regulation Bill

e Van Dhan Yojana

o Jal Shakti Abhiyan

o Code on Wages Bill, 2019

= Day 31: Miscellaneous........ 01-05

e Ambubachi Mela
® Kheer Bhawani Mela

© Swadesh Darshan Scheme

m Day 37: Environment &....... 31-35
Geography

e Markandeshwar group of temples
o UNESCO World Heritage status

o Bonn Challenge

= Day 32: Polity.......................06-10

® Forest-Plus 2.0

e Maternal Mortality In India
e SUMAN
o Commonwealth Human Rights

o Coral Rehab Programme

o Climate Vulnerability Map Of India

Initiative (CHRI) o India Largest Emitter Of So2 In World

© Harare Commonwealth Declaration
o  CcVIGIL App

Day 38: Science & Tech. ......36-40

Day 33: Geography &..........11-15
Environment

o Project Replan

o Blue Flag Project

o Asiatic Lion Conservation Project
o Cheetah Reintroduction Project
o Jal Shakti Abhiyan

o Tiangong-2

o Space Technology cell
o Secretagogin

o ETVAX

o Hayabusa 2’

Day 39: Economy.................41-45

Day 34: Economy................. 16-20

e Advance Pricing Agreements

© India’s Rise in Global Innovation
Ranking

o National Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA)

© India withdraws from RCEP
o MeitY Startup Hub (MSH)

® National E-assessment Scheme

e Cutin Corporate tax for domestic

investors

® NewDraft E- Commerce Guidelines

for Consumer Protection 2019

o External Commercial Borrowings

Norms Relaxed

o India Ranks 129th in HDI

Day 35: Science & Tech. ...... 21-25 Day 40: Polity.......................46-50
® NAG missile o Asian Tea Alliance
o PUNCH o Assam Accord

© Mosaic Mission
o AROGYAPACHA
° RISAT-2BR1

o TKDL
o Arab League
o PPV&FRAct



Day 41: Science & Tech........ 51-55

0]

NASA renames Ultima Thule to
‘Arrokoth’

X-57 “Maxwell”
Voyager 2
Arise
NAVARMS-19’

o Andaman and Nicobar get Island
Protection Zone (IPZ)

o GoaIntroduces Tags to Protect
Biodiversity Zones

® Restructured National Bamboo
Mission

Day 44: Polity.......................66-70

Day 42: Economy.................56-60

Elephant Bonds

Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code(second amendment) Bill 2019.

Rise in Dearness Allowance for
Central Government Employees

National Pension Scheme for Traders
and Self Employed Persons

Consumer Protection Bill, 2019

o Panchayati Raj Institutions
o Safe City Project

® Khasi Tribes
) Khasi Accord

o National Crisis Management
Committee (NCMC)

Day 45: Miscellaneous........ 71-75

Day 43: Ecology & ............... 61-65
Geography

o]

0]

Gogabeel: Bihar’s First Community
Reserve

Odisha’s effort to conserve Gharial

o Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana
o PAHAL Scheme

o BetiBachaoBetiPadhao

) LAQSHYA

o Sabka Vishwas (Legacy Dispute
Resolution) Scheme
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
MISCELLANEOUS

Kheer Bhawani Mela

It was celebrated at the
famous Ragnya Devi temple
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Ganderbal district.

The Kheer Bhawani mela is
one of the biggest religious
function of the displaced
communities (Kashmiri
Pandits).

Kheer Bhawani is
considered to be the
Presiding Deity of most of
the Kashmiri Brahmans.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Under the scheme
‘Swadesh Darshan', the
Ministry of Tourism provides Central
inancial Assistance (CFA) to State
Governments/Union Territory
Administrations for infrastructure
development of circuits. N

Under the Swadesh
Darshan scheme, 13 thematic
circuits have been identified, for
development namely: North-East India
i malayan Circuit, Coastal
Desert Circuit, Tribal

The focus under the
scheme is to develop publ
facilities like last mile connectivity,
Tourist reception Centers, Way side
Waste Management,
umination, Landscaping,
arking etc. where Private
Sector is not willing
to invest.

Swadesh Darshan

Scheme

Mimistry af Tourism
Gowernment of india

RSHEN
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Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (CHRI)

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY

The Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative
(CHRI) is an independent,
non-profit, non-partisan,
international non-
governmental organisation

T

working for the prac

In 1987, several
Commonwealth professional
associations founded CHRI,
since there was little focus on
human rights within the
association of 53 nations

CHRI promotes adherence
to the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the
Commonwealth Harare
Principles and other
internationally recognised

It is headquartered in New
Delhi, India, with offices in
London, UK and Accra,
Ghana.

CHRI's work is split into two
core themes: Access to
Information and Access to
Justice, which includes Prison
Reform, Police Reform, and
advocacy on media rights and

CHRI additionally monitors
the human rights situation
across the Commonwealth
through its International
Advocacy and

S although the Commonwealth onally the South Asia Media Programming (IAP) unit.
working in the area of provided member countries human rights instruments. Defenders Network
human rights. the basis of shared common (SAMDEN).

legal system.
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Harare Commonwealth

SHORT TAKES 2020 Declaration

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY

i A

)

The Harare Commonwealth Declaration was issued by Heads of
Government in Harare, Zimbabwe, on 20 October 1991.

The Harare Commonwealth Declaration sets the association's priorities for the
1990's and beyond. Strengthened emphasis on Commonwealth contribution to
democracy, human rights and equality.

The Harare Commonwealth Declaration was a declaration of the
Commonwealth of Nations, setting out the Commonwealth's core principles
and values, detailing the Commonwealth's Membership criteria, and redefining
and reinforcing its purpose.

b. This landmark agreement set the Commonwealth on a new course: that of
promoting democracy and good governance, human rights and the rule of law,
gender equality and sustainable economic and social development.
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A binistry of Haai & Family Weilare
{Giremmmant of ndis .
Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare launched _4 i

Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan, SUMAN, initiative in New Delhi.

The initiative aims at assuring dignified, respectful and m:g_hm_-__..—.
ality health care at no cost and zero tolerance for den MATRITVA
of services for every woman and newborn v
AASHWASAN
(SUMAN)

It also provides a positive birth e An Initiative for Zero
Preventable Maternal
and Newborn Deaths

Under the mission, pregnant women, mothers up to 6
months after delivery, and all sick newborns will be able to
avail free healthcare benefits. The government will also
provide free transport from home to health institutions.

The pregnant women will have a zero expense delivery and
C-section facility in case of complications at public health
facilities.

—m——
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GEOGRAPHY + ENVIRONMENT

The Union Environment Ministry

has selected 12 beaches in India

for ‘Blue Flag' certification, which

is an international recognition for

beaches that meet certain criteria

of cleanliness and environmental
propriety.

These beaches are at Shivrajpur
(Gujarat), Bhogave (Maharashtra),
Ghoghla (Diu), Miramar (Goa),
Kasarkod and Padubidri
(Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala),
Eden (Puducherry),
Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu),
Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh),

The Blue Flag Programme for
beaches and marinas is run by
the international, non-
governmental, non-profit
organisation FEE (the Foundation
for Environmental Education).

It started in France in 1985 and

has been implemented in Europe

since 1987, and in areas outside
Europe since 2001.

Japan and South Korea are the
only countries in South and
southeastern Asia to have Blue
Flag beaches.

Spain tops the list with 566 such
beaches while Greece and
France follow with 515 and 395,
respectively.

Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands).

FIGHTING ﬂow THE ‘BLUE FLAG' CERTIFICATEIS | » The criteria for getting
AWARDED BY DENMARK-BASED the certification include,
q: m “ F >n FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL | the beach being plastic and
EDUCATION (FEE) pollution free, equipped
» Beaches have to comply | » Pune-based BVG Vizianagaram Hmﬂmﬁwﬂmﬂmﬂmmhumﬂ
with 33 environment and Constructions is attracted around visitors, bathing sk
tourism related norms to the contractor for mlv W — N—A—— with clean water, cafeteria,
get the Blue Flag certificate | development of prccn e parking space and
» The environment Rushikonda beach 3,512 foreign environmental education
ministry embarked on the | » Blue Flag visitors | for beach users
Blue Flag project in 2017 certification will help woo in 2018 | » visakhapatnam
more foreign tourists attractad over 201 erors
domestic tourists and
89,630 foreign tourists
in 2018
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
GEOGRAPHY + ENVIRONMENT

. . ._m_m:m_a;c:zm::mmcmm:_==_maac§=m@o<2=3maSaau%
E —At i E rainwater harvesting and conservation efforts in 255 water-stressed
»  VVOrKking on Vvar .
| A c -
R - ‘
. The campaign started from July 1 to September 15 in States receiving rainfall
mm<m Em .Hm -h e £0 or north-east monsoon would be covered from Octaber 1 to November 30.
Its main aim is to accelerate water harvesting, conservation and borewell recharge activities
scheme and the Integrated Watershed Management Programme of the. Rural Development
_<__=_m=<.m_o_aSE_mx_mz:oémﬁmﬁg%amaazo:m_am:oamgo:mn__mammcm_:@

b o hu

districts to focus on water conservation.

during the southwest monsoon, while States receiving rainfall in the retreating
already being carried out under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
undertaken by the Jal Shakti and Environment Ministries.

Block and district-level water conservation plans have been drafted and with
the help of Kisan Vigyan Kendras farmers will be educated to have better crop
choices and more efficient water use for irrigation.
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[(SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

DAY: 31-45

UuI'9J0DSSeI'MMM &

"ainjeu uo joedwi onseid sy aonpal
0} sbeq Jaded spew puey asauj} ul pasn puk
peinjip ‘pepeibap ‘painjoniisap S| 91sem olse|d

T )

LNIWNOJIANI + AHdVID03D

payanojuq Buiyanoy - 81038 | 4 aziwixe|

020¢ SINV.L LUOHS

S9DIA IS [IAID I0] 9JNINISUT Uy

3400SSY

[SCORE



31-45

DAY

TARGET PT 2020

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020
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ECONOMY

A

APA is an agreement between a
taxpayer and the tax authority
determining the Transfer Pricing
methodology for pricing the tax
payer's international transactions
for future years. An APA provides
tainty with respect to the tax

outcome of the tax payer's
ternational transac

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) signed the
300th advance pricing
agreement (APA) in
September, 2019.

These APAs pertain to
various sectors of the
economy like retal
garments, and consume
foods.

Advance Pricing

Agreements

A Unilateral APA is an APA that involves only the taxpayer and
the tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located.

Bilateral APA (BAPA) is an APA that involves the tax payer,

n APA can be one of O associated enterprise (AE) of the taxpayer in the foreign country,
the three types tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and

e o the foreign tax authority.
multilateral.
Multilateral APA (MAPA) is an APA that involves the taxpayer, two
or more AEs of the tax payer in different foreign countries, tax
O authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and the tax
authorities of Aes.
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Global Innovation Index
2019 provides detailed metrics
about the innovation
performance of 129 countries
and economies around the
world. Its 80 indicators explore
a broad vision of innovation,
including political environment,
education, infrastructure and

business sop

Switzerland retained its
number-one spot on the
index. Other economies in
the top 10 are: Sweden, the
US, the Netherlands, the UK,
Finland, Denmark,
ngapore, Germany and

Israel.

India improved its ranking
in the global innovation

index by five places to
in 2019 from 57"
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National Financial
Reporting Authority
(NFRA)

Under Section 13 (2) of the Companies act, 2013, the NFRA is responsible to
audit policies and standards in the country, impose sanctions against defaulting
auditors, audit firms and their monetary penalties. It is also responsible to audit
companies that are listed in stock exchanges and those that function outside
India.

L FS is a non-banking financial company that was established to

approvals in 2018.
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©

The expedition’s planned
duration is 350 days in the ice.

|&

During the expedition, RY
_uo_,__ﬂma will be resupplied by

) . 5. Akademik Fedaroy
\ %cm_ Admiral Makarov (RUS), == Qv

.+ Oden {SWE), Xue Long (THN),
The ice will drift at an average
speed of roughly 7 km per
day.

@

The fellowing 17 na
participate in the ex uan__:oz

il
== o I+]

Mosaic Mission

1

o N\
L4 ~

N It is a one-year-long expedition into the Central Arctic,

planned to take place from 2019 to 2020.

The focus of Mosaic lies on direct in-situ observations of
the ate processes that couple the atmosphere, ocean,
sea ice, bio-geochemistry and ecosystem.

It will be the base for scientists from 17 nations studying the
impact of climate change on the Arctic and how it could
affect the rest of the world.
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SCIENCE

kz_u_ FOV

NASA's PUNCH is a landmark
mission that will image regions
beyond the Sun's outer corona.

PUNCH, which stands for “Polari
meter to unify the Corona and
Heliosphere,” is focused on
understanding the transition of
particles from the Sun's outer
corona to the solar wind that fills
interplanetary space.

The mission is expected to be
launched in the year 2022.

Earth and Horizon

PUNCH will consist of a
‘constellation' of four suitcase sized
microsats that will orbit the Earth in
formation and study how the
corona, which is the atmosphere of
the Sun, connects with the
interplanetary medium.

The mission will image and track
the solar wind and also the coronal
mass ejections.
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The Bill enables the Government to introduce the minimum wages for workers besides
addressing issues such as delay in payment of wages to employees.

The Code has subsumed four labour laws -- Minimum Wages Act, Payment of Wages Act,
Payment of Bonus Act and Equal Remuneration Act. After the enactment of the Code, all the
four Acts stand repealed.

According to the new law, a tripartite committee comprising representatives of trade unions,
employers and the state government would fix floor wages for workers throughout the country.

It would also ensure that there is no discrimination between men and women as well as

mm _ mmz.ﬁ : .. e ”. : [ 1§ transgenders in getting wages.
Features of

o* Em mmm The provisions of both the Minimum Wages Act and the Payment of Wages Act used to apply

w ° — — on workers below a particular wage ceiling working in Scheduled Employments only.

The Code seeks to universalise the provisions of minimum wages and timely payment of
wages to all employees irrespective of the sector and wage ceiling.

There were 12 definitions of wages in various labour laws, leading to litigation besides
difficulty in its implementation. Under the Code, the definition has been simplified and is
expected to reduce litigation and also reduce compliance cost for employers.
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Draft
National ,,
Education Policy 2019

AT, .
P
E. V...\.““.“..“MW\\\%\ £

. rrds e s
oA i““x\.\\\\\\\\

-

Draft National Education
Palicy 2019

Presented by K. Kasturirangan Committee.

The policy aims to universalize the pre-primary education by 2025 and
provide foundational literacy/numeracy for all by 2025.

It aims to provide autonomy to all higher education institutions. Higher
education institutions to be governed by Independent Boards with
complete academic and administrative autonomy

An autonomous body called the National Research Foundation (NRF) to

ed. It will be chaired by the Prime Minister and wi
educationists, researchers, Union Ministers, representation of Chief Ministers of
States, eminent professionals from various fields.
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MISCELLANEOUS

The Van Dhan Scheme is an initiative of e b

the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and <m= UTN: Mﬂ—um—ﬁm

TRIFED.The Van Dhan Scheme is an

tive of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 5 i P
and TRIFED. Empowering Tribal Communities

Through Value Addition

Features of the Scheme:

Its aims is to improve tribal incomes

through value addition of tribal products. 10 SHGs* of 30 tribal gatherers is
constituted

The establishment of "Van Dhan Vikas

Kendra" is for providing skill upgradation

and capacity building training and setting

To be trained and provided with
working capital

SHGs will market their products within
and across states

#E R

up of primary processing and value
addition facility.

To form clusters to aggregate their
stock and link with facility of primary
processing in Van Dhan Vikas Kendras

A

The initiative is expected to provide
enhanced livelihood to about 25 lakhs
tribal gatherers in the country.

E _:<o_<m3m32_u._mno_,_uoaamc:am_.
m m PPP** model

*Self Help Groups **Public Private Partnership
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The National Centre for Coastal
Research's (NCCR) proposal to
drop 'melted plastic rocks or
slabs' on the seabed for
growing coral reefs and address
the problem of disposal of
plastic waste has drawn
criticism from the Gulf of
Mannar (GoM) Marine National
Park.

[t has been implementing
coral rehabilitation
programmesince 2002.

li

3

The NCCR had earlier
suggested that plastic waste
materials could simply be NCCR's ‘innovative idea' for
wound around as hard the growth of marine
substrates as a way of -~ organisms like algae for
disposing of them and help coral reefs building would
build coral colonies. destroy the existing coral
reef colonies.

Researchers have expressed
apprehensions that the

.I.u

P

b,.f

3

Corals in the Gulf of Mannar
were already stressed and
bleached under climate
change and the NCCR's idea
would turn the reefs into
graveyards.

Mo
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ECOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY

India Largest Emitter
Of SO, In World

India has become the largest emitter of anthropogenic sulphur
dioxide in the world, as per the data released by environmental

Anthropogenic sulphur dioxide is produced from burning of coal
and it is known to largely contribute to air pollution. SO2 hotspots
across the world have been mapped.

The S02 hotspots were detected by the OMI (Ozone Monitoring

India hosts more than 15 percent of all anthropogenic sulphur

The main SO2 hotspots in India include Singrauli in Madhya
Pradesh, Korba in Chhattisgarh, Talcher and Jharsuguda in
Odisha, Neyveli and Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Kutch in Gujarat,

Norilsk smelter complex in Russia is the largest SO2 emission
hotspot in the world, followed by Kriel in Mpumalanga province in
South Africa and Zagroz in Iran.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Enterotoxigenic E. coli (ETEC)
bacteria are primary cause of
diarrhea. At present there is no ETEC
vaccine available on the market for
use in children in the ETEC high-risk
areas.

The report stated that 80% to 100% of
children aged 2 to 5 years and 50% to
80% of infants aged 6 to 11 months,
selected for the study responded to all key
immunity generating components of
vaccine.

The researchers of University of
Gothenburg in Sweden have developed a
potential Diarrhea vaccine candidate,
named as 'ETVAX'.

ETVAX consists of inactivated E. coli
bacteria expressing high levels of
protective antigens as well as ETEC-
based B subunit protein LCTBA.

The vaccine has been proved safe and
effective in an early-stage clinical trial in
Bangladesh against enterotoxigenic E. coli
diarrhea in children from half year (6
months) to 5 years of age.
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Secretagogin

SCGN binds to
insulin and
protects it from
various stresses,
increases its
stability as well as
adds to its action.

2

Scientists at the
Hyderabad based
Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research
(CSIR)-Centre for
Cellular and Molecular
Biology (CCMB) has
demonstrated the role.

0

SCGN is found in
lower quantities in
brains of
Alzheimer's
patients.

Itis a protein that in
humans is encoded by
SCGN gene. The

encoded protein is a
secreted calcium-
binding protein which
is found in cytoplasm.
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A

Tiangong-2 (“Heavenly
Palace”) is a Chinese
Space Laboratory.

It is an experimental
space station which
carried out research
andhuman operations
in Low Earth Orbit
(LEO).

It was launched on
September 2016 and it
was has deorbited on
July 19,2019 spent
over 1,000 days in
orbit.

- Tiango

It followed the
Tiangong-1, China's
first space station,
which crashedinto the
southern Pacifi

on 2018.

It deploys to space the
first-ever 'Cold Atomic
Fountain Clock' which
hasa higher precision
than conventional
atomic clocks.

It detected 55
'‘gamma-ray bursts'
by a device names
POLAR installed onthe
spacecraft.

ng-2

It also docked a micro-
satellite that took high-
resolution pictures of
theconnected space
lab and Shenzhou-11
manned spacecraft.
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External Commercial
Borrowing Norms Relaxed

External commercial borrowings (ECBs) are loans in India made by non-resident
lenders in foreign currency to Indian borrowers. They are used widely in India to
facilitate access to foreign money by Indian corporations and PSUs (public
sector undertakings).

ECBs include commercial bank loans, buyers' credit, suppliers' credit, securitised
instruments such as floating rate notes and fixed rate bonds etc., credit from official expor
credit agencies and commercial borrowings from the private sector window of multilateral
fina ons such as International Finance Corporation (Washington), ADB etc.

RBI has relaxed the end-use restrictions relating to external commercial
borrowings (ECB) for working capital requirements, general corporate purposes
nd repayment of rupee loans.

Eligible borrowers will now be allowed to raise following ECBs with a minimum
average maturity period of 10 years for working capital purposes and genera
corporate purpose.
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It was launched to make income
tax assessment faster, smoother
and hassle free. It eliminates
physical interface between an
assessing officer and an
assessee.

National E

-assessment

Scheme

This is aimed at
moving to faceless
y and

elimination of
human interface

in better monitoring
and fast disposal of
cases.

The setting up of National e-Assessment
Centre is a 'momentous step' towards the
larger objectives of better taxpayer service,
reduction of taxpayer grievances in line
with prime minister's vision of 'Digital India'
and promotion of ease of doing business
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The Arab League is a union of Arab-
speaking African and Asian countries. It
was formed in Cairo in 1945 to promote
the independence, sovereignty, affairs
and interests of its 22 member
countries and four observers.

i -
b
Y

]

In 1945, when the League was formed, The Council is the highest body of the
the prominent issues were freeing the league and is composed of

Arab countries that were still under representatives of member states,
colonial rule and preventing the Jewish typically foreign ministers, their
communityin Palestine from creating a representatives or permanent delegates.
Jewish state.
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The Assam Accord was a
Memorandum of Settlement
signed by the Governments of
India and Assam, and the All
Assam Students' Union (AASU)
and the All Assam
GanaSangramParishad
(AAGSP) in New Delhi on
August 15, 1985.

The signing of the Accord led
to the conclusion of a six-year
agitation that was launched by
AASU in 1979, demanding the
identification and deportation of

illegal immigrants.

At the heart of the Accord was
the “Foreigners Issue” (Clause
5), and “Safeguards and
Economic Development”
(Clauses 6 and 7). There were
some “Other Issues” (Clauses
8-12), and a section on
“Restoration of Normalcy”
(Clauses 13 and 14).

implementation of the Accord.
In 1986, a new Department
was set up in the Government
of Assam, called
“Implementation of Assam
Accord Department”, to
implement the various clauses

Clause 6 deals with
safeguards for the
Assamese people.

Under Assam Accord of 1985,
foreigners who had entered
Assam before March 25, 1971
were to be given citizenship.
Religious persecution was no
consideration.
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TKDL

The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) project, initiated in India in
2001, is a collaboration between the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), Ministry of Science and Technology, and the Department of Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy (AYUSH), Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, of India.

It is being implemented at the CSIR.

Systems of Medicine included traditional medicine experts (Ayurveda, Unani,
Siddha and Yoga), patent examiners, IT experts, scientists and technical officers.

The TKDL contains documentation of publicly available traditional knowledge (TK) that

o relates to Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Yoga \
o s in digitized format |
o Is available in five languages: English, German, French, Japanese and Spanish.

& www.iasscore.in
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NASA renames Ultima Thule
to ‘Arrokoth’

( 4 4

The US Space Agency
National Aeronautics
and Space
Administration (NASA)
have recently renamed
farthest cosmic body,
earlier known as

NASA has renamed
the distant space
rock after it was
criticized over the
old name's Nazi
connections.

The new name
Arrokoth symbolizes
'icy-object’ which
was undisturbed
since the solar
system was formed

'Ultima Thule' to about 4.5 billion
'Arrokoth' or Sky. years ago.

— ——
— —— ——

The name was The new name was
proposed by presented to
members of New International

Horizons team, who >m20303mnw_ Union
.. (IAU) and Minor Planet
led the mission to

N Centre (MPC) which
study the object. officially names and
categorises Kuiper Belt
objects.
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An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Voyager 2 is the first spacecraft to study all four

planets together. It includes Jupiter, Neptune, ..,_" .. \ “Great DarkSpot” at Neptune. Also the spacecraft discovered
Saturn and Uranus 1 that there are four rings around Neptune.

It is the first spacecraft that discovered 14th moon
of Jupiter.

& www.iasscore.in
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courts, are present at the district,

address consumer complaints.

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

ECONOMY

Act allows consumers to file their complaint with the
court from anywhere. This comes as a big relief as
earlier they were required to file complaint in the
area where the seller or service provider was
located. It applies to e-commerce purchases, where
the seller could be located anywhere.

State Courts: Between 1Cr and 10 Cr

The Act has increased their
pecuniary jurisdiction, which
means ability of courts to take up
cases depending on the value of
the case, of the consumer courts.
Since access to district courts is
better compared to state and
national commissions, limit of
District courts has been increased
to Rs 1 crore.

Consumer redressal
commissions, aka consumer

state and national levels to

and National: Above 10 Cr.

 Consumer || -

' Protection

Consumer Protection Bill, 2019

In addition, the Act also enables the
consumer to seek a hearing through
video conferencing, saving him both
money and time

E-commerce will now be governed by

all the laws that apply to direct selling.
The guidelines propose that platforms
like Amazon, Flipkart, Snapdealetc wi
have to disclose sellers' details, such

as their address, website, emalil, etc

and other conditions related to refund,
exchange, terms of contract and
warranty on their website to increase

- transparency.

The Act proposes establishment of
a central regulator, Central
Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA), to address issues related
to consumer rights, unfair trade
practices, misleading
advertisements and impose
penalities for selling faulty and
fake products.
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HORT TAKES 202
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ECONOMY

ndments seek to remove bottlenecks and streamline the
corporate insolvency resolution process, wherein successful bidders
will be ring-fenced from any risk of criminal proceedings for offences
committed by previous promoters of companies concerned.

It seeks to amend Section 7 of the IBC to insert certain
provisions specifying a minimum threshold for certain classes
of financial creditors for initiating insolvency resolution process.

_: ﬁ:m case 2 am_ estate ca_mam the minimum :cacmﬁ of
applicants has been increased to 100 or 10 per cent of the total
applicants. This is designed to bring an end

frivolous cases in the NCLT

Licences, permits and clearances cannot be m:mvm:ag during the
moratorium period. Each of these amendments, designed to address
specific concerns, will help reduce investor uncertainty, and go a long

insolvency and liquidation proceedings for financial service providers
may be conducted with such modifications and in such manner as may

ond Amen

ankruptcy Code
ment) Bill 2019
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

ECONOMY

Rise in Dearness Allowance for
Central Government Employees

as approved 5 percent
lowance (DA) provided to central
government employees and dearness relief (DR) to
pensioners with effect from July 1, 2019.

Itis in accordance with the 7th central pay
commission recommendations.

The main purpose behind releasing additional
dearness allowance to the central government
employees is to compensate for price rise.

The 5 percent hike will be over the existing rate of
12 percent of the basic pay/ pension. Hence, the
DA has been increased from 12 percent to 17
percent of basic pay.

The DA hike is expected to benefit around 49.93
lakh central government employees and 65.26 lakh

& www.iasscore.in

[(SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

31-45

DAY

UI'910DSSeI'MMM &

'S3)IS AAI}ISUSS-099-UoU
Ul S3LIOYINE [B90] WOJ} uoissiwiad
yum sasodind uonansuod

10} pues Jo Buuiw pue ‘sfeJauiw
9iwoze Jo Hujuiw enuew ‘syjod

0} sdiys woJy SaueIsqns snopIezey
10 JaJSuUBJ) puB ‘019 SyuI| Bas ‘skenb
‘santeym ‘samal ‘sinoguey ‘siiod
91| SalN|19.} 810ysal0} Joj Buipung
PUB UOIeWLB|O3I PUB| S3PN|OUL

UL “TLH PUB 8ul| 8pi} MO| USBMIaQ
3U0Z [BPR-183U] AU} Ul SBINAIOR

M3U JO J3quinu B SMoj[e 0S[e 3|

"S3U0
BAINISUas-093 Ul sasodind
21691e.1S 10 Samin aygnd

‘suolje|[eIsul 89uajap 10} Sased
uondaoxa ul pue| Buiwie|oal
AQ S}iIs Uo Speo. ‘speo

JO UOIONJISUOI J0) SMOJ[e )|

*(919 sy08l
[eJ09 ‘Saysiew ‘spunoib Bunsau
914N} SAPNJaUI YIIYM SPUB|SI 8}
10 U168 BAIISUSS-099 1SOW BU}
Se palyIsse|d) | auoz uole|nbial
[B1SBOD pUBS| Ul S|IBJ} BINjeU pue
SNy 9811 ‘Syjlem anoibuew 8y
SIHIAIOR WISLN0)-099 10} SMOJ[e ]|

Ul Sa.18W (G 18 pue JeqoaIN

Je9 pue %20[3AeH ‘Bueleseg

aYI| spueyst Jajjews ut (T1H)

aul| api ybiy ayy wouy sanaw

02 S109(0Jd WSLIN01-028 SMOJ[e }

payanojup Buiyano) - 81098 | 4 BziwIXe|y

S921A IS [IAID 10§ SMSUL Uy

d00SS

[SCORE



DAY: 31-45

TARGET PT 2020

S

GSSCORERRIY Go# Introduces Tags to

An

vices

SHOEE TAKER020 Protéct Biodiversity Zones

"
b —
v~

ECOLOGY & GEOG HY

a tagging system to ensure communities residing
within the biodiversity zone get Access Benefit Share
(ABS) from their profits

B,
7N AR

The tag will show that the ingredients used are
sourced from the nature. Under this scheme,
the sellers are supposed to pay 0.01% of their
annual profit to the GSBB and the board will
then use this amount to protect the habitat from
where the natural ingredients are derived.

Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) has introduced n__“ - 3
|
|

& www.iasscore.in
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disha’s effort to

TARGET PT 2020

ECOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY

Odisha government
has renewed efforts
to revive gharial
population. It has
been listed in IUCN
Red List as critically
endangered.

-l

Odisha government
has renewed efforts
to revive gharial
population. It has
been listed in IUCN
Red List as critically
endangered.

Gharials once
inhabited all the major
river systems of the
Indian Subcontinent,
from the Irrawaddy
River in the east to
the Indus River in the
west.

Their distribution is

now limited to only

2% of their former
range.

Girwa River, Chambal
River, Ken River, Son
River, Mahanadi Rive
and Ramganga River
in India and Rapti-
Narayani River still
inhabit them.

It has been listed as

Schedule 1 species

under Indian wildlife
act, 1972.

SHORT TAKES 2020 conserve Gharial

Project Crocodile was
started in 1975 by
Government of India,
United Nations
Development Fund and
Food and Agriculture
Organization for intensive
captive breeding and
rearing program. Protected
areas include National
Chambal Sanctuary and
Katerniaghat Wildlife
Sanctuary.
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY

At that time, the British
government had no territorial
right on the Khasi states and

they had to approach the
chiefs of these states if they
needed land for any purpose.

During British
rule, the Khasi
domain was
divided into the
Khasi states and
British territories.

Khasi Accord

After independence, the British territories became part of the Indian
dominion but the Khasi states had to sign documents beginning with
the Standstill Agreement that provided a few rights to the states.

The 25 Khasi states had
signed the Instrument of
Accession and Annexed
Agreement with the Dominion
of India between 1947-1948.

The Khasi Students'
Union (KSU) has
demanded inclusion
of the Khasi-
Jaintiacommunity
living inAssam's
Barak Valley as an
indigenous
community during
implementation of
Clause 6 of the
1985 Assam
Accord.
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SHORT TAKES 2020

In the wake of a natural calamity,for effective
coordination and implementation of relief
measures and operations, the Government of
India has setup a National Crisis Management

It
Secretariat.

The composition of the Committee is as under:
Cabinet Secretary Chairman

Secretary to Prime Minister Member

Secretary (MHA) Member

Secretary (MCD) Member S :
Director (1B) Member When a situation is to be handled also by the NCMC, it w

Secretary (R&AW) Member the Crisis Management Group of the Ministry as deemed necessary. The
Secretary (Agri&Coopn.) Co-opted Member Secretary(A&C) will be responsible for ensuring that all developments are brought to
An officer of Cabinet Secretariat. Convenor the notice of the NCMC promptly.

®© 6 6 6 06 06 0 0
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SHORT TAKES 2020 Safe C _._”< v—.O_QG.__

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

POLITY

.

Empowered Committee of Officers for Nirbhaya funds scheme has approved pilot The cost of the projects is

Safe City projects in eight selected metropolitan cities, namely, Delhi, Kolkata, T shared between the Central
Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Lucknow with a view to ' Government and the concerned
provide safety to women in public places. _ States in 60:40 ratio.

- L . cr] _ -
‘ i consultation with

The Safe City Project in istry of Women and Child Development (MoW&CD), Ministry of Housing and

Delhi is fully funded by the ] . g .
s Urban Affairs, Ministry of Information Technology (MeitY), respective Municipal

& www.iasscore.in
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SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

MISCELLANEOUS

To reduce preventable
maternal and newborn

mortality, morbidity and
illbirths associated with
care around delivery in
Labour room and Materni
Operation Theatre and ensure

LAQSHYA

»
@ ? LaQshya Programme
for

LAQSHYA &
p\m—”ﬁ Wmi Born

LABOUR ROOM QUALITY
IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE

To reduce maternal and
newborn mortality &

morbidity due to hemorrhage,  immediate post-partum care,

retained placenta, preterm, stabilization of complicati
preeclampsia and eclampsia, and ensure timely referrals,
obstructed labour, puerperal and enable an

Sepsis, newborn asphyxi way f

and newborn sepsis, etc.

Pregnant Women

04

To enhance satisfaction of
beneficiaries visiting the
health facilities and provide
Respectful Maternity Care
(RMC) to all pregnant women

attendi
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DAY: 31-45

TARGET PT 2020

GSSCORE

An Institute for Civil Services

SHORT TAKES 2020

Maximize PT Score - Touching Untouched

MISCELLANEOUS

mmm::zwﬁém:.: Yojana is T s g Bt _Hasm_mv%whﬁm_ﬁﬁrm%ﬂ:m
ww<mmm_ M_ﬁ%mﬁmﬁ_ﬁm_maa- SEHOTSCIETE, scheme is being met
living Devices for Senior @M_%HM_:%Q by the from the "Senior
citizens belonging to BPL Citizens' Welfare
category. Government. Fund"

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana

RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA
ASSISTIVE LIVING DEVICES
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

The Scheme is being
implemented by the Artificial
Limbs Manufacturing
Corporation (ALIMCO), a
PSU under the Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment.

& www.iasscore.in

[(SCORE



TARGET PT 2020

31-45

DAY

uI'a10dssermmm &

[ Brnbag way v 2y
"3S10X7 |eJjua)) pue Xe| adIAI8S 104

610z IWHIS oS

(uonjosay aindsig Asehiay)

SYMHSIA YXEYS

‘uonN99soid wouy uondwsaxa
pue Ayeuad pue 1Sa1a]ul JO JSAIBM [N} SI 918Y] ‘SIS ||B U]

‘6102 ‘0€ 8unf 1048q J0 U0 JusLWalels e Ul

Jafedxe] au1 Aq papiwipe 1o pajeolunLuLwod pue paiuenb aq
1SNLW PaAJOAUI AINp 81 ‘SaSBI JalIe| Ul JIpne pue uonehnsaaul
ur Jo [eadde Jo uoneaipnipe ur Buipuad sased 1oy SI SIy|

"JuaLUIgA0h
au1 Aq papinoid Jaijas [enuelsqns e yum ‘sapndsip buipuad
191 8S0]9 0] YSIM OUYM SIaAedXR] J0J 8Q ||IM SLIBYIS 8y |

"SJUaLLIORUS Xe] J98JIpU| JBUI0 9
SE [|aM SE ‘| S5 Japun paLINsSqns Mou aJe aIyM ‘S1ay 8s19x3
[e1JUa7) pue Xe| 30IAI8S 3|IUMISIa 8y 0} Bure|as sandsip

|l 8A|0SaJ 0} PINPOIIUI PUB ‘G L0Z ‘}eBpng uolun sy}

ul pasodoud awWayas B SI §10Z ‘SWaYIg SeMUSIABYGRS UL

SNOIANVITIAISIW

awayos (uonnjosay ajndsig | EEEEEmTE
- |

Aaehaq) semysip eyges

020¢ SINV.L LUOHS

S9DIAISG [IAID I0J 9)NINISUT Uy

d00SS

[SCORE



