


As IAS prelims 2021 is knocking at the door, jitters and anxiety is a common emotion that an 
aspirant feels. But if we analyze the whole journey, these last few days act most crucial in your 
preparation. This is the time when one should muster all their strength and give the fi nal punch 
required to clear this exam. But the main task here is to consolidate the various resources that an 
aspirant is referring to.
GS SCORE brings to you, Prelims Sampoorna, a series of all value-added resources in your prelims 
preparation, which will be your one-stop solution and will help in reducing your anxiety and boost 
your confi dence. As the name suggests, Prelims Sampoorna is a holistic program, which has 360-
degree coverage of high-relevance topics. 
It is an outcome-driven initiative that not only gives you downloads of all resources which you 
need to summarize your preparation but also provides you with All India open prelims mock 
tests series in order to assess your learning. Let us summarize this initiative, which will include:

GS Score UPSC Prelims 2021 Yearly Current Aff airs Compilation of All 9 Subjects 

Topic-wise Prelims Fact Files (Approx. 40) 

Geography Through Maps (6 Themes) 

Map Based Questions 

ALL India Open Prelims Mock Tests Series including 10 Tests 

Compilation of Previous Year Questions with Detailed Explanation 
We will be uploading all the resources on a regular basis till your prelims exam. To get the maximum 
benefi t of the initiative keep visiting the website.
To receive all updates through notifi cation, subscribe:

PRELIMS SAMPOORN

https://t.me/iasscore

https://www.youtube.com/c/IASSCOREoffi  cial/

https://www.facebook.com/gsscoreoffi  cial
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Contents
Indus and Its Tributaries1.  ..........................................................................2

Ganga and Its Tributaries2.  .........................................................................4

Mahanadi and Its tributaries3.  .....................................................................6

Brahmaputra & Its Tributaries4.  ..................................................................8

Narmada & Its Tributaries5.  ......................................................................10

Godavari & Its Tributaries6.  .......................................................................12

Krishna & Its Tributaries7.  ........................................................................14

Cauvery & Its Tributaries8.  ........................................................................16





RIVERS



1

www.iasscore.in2

Indus and Its Tributaries

The Indus is one of the most important drainage systems of the subcontinent of India. 

The Indus is the western most River system in the subcontinent.  

Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Satluj are its main tributaries.  

The Indus originates from the Bokhar Chu (glacier) in northern slopes of Mt. Kailash (6714m).  

It drains the largest number of glaciers and mountain slopes of the Karakorum, Ladakh,  
Zaskarand Himalayan Ranges. 

Originating from the Kailash Mountain, it fl ows in a constricted valley north-westward through  
Tibet, where it is called as Singi Khamban or Lion’s mouth. 

In ladakh it follows a long nearly straight course between the Ladakh range and the Zaskar  
range. 

In the fi rst 480 km, it fl ows along the northern fl ank of the Zaskar range over a fl at country at  
heights over 3200 m where it receives River Zaskar below Leh. 

Suruand Dras are the other left bank tributaries which join the Indus near Kargil.  

Moving north-westward, the Indus is joined by the Shyok-Nubra tributaries.  

These tributaries arise from the Siachin Glacier (Karakoram Range).  

At Skardu, at a little distance below the Shyok, the Shigar River meets River Indus.  

Gilgit is another important tributary which comes from the west to join Indus.  

Downward; the Indus crosses the central Himalayan range through a huge synclinal gorge.  

The River passes by the Nanga-Parvat and turns south-west to enter Pakistan. 
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Ganga and Its Tributaries

The Ganga basin is one of the largest river basins.  

It lies in China, Nepal, India and Bangladesh and drains an area of about 10,00,000 sq. kms.  

In India, its catchment lies in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh,  
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand Rajasthan, West Bengal, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi.

The Ganga originates as Bhagirathi from the Gangotri Glaciers in the Himalayas at an elevation  
of about 7,000 m above mean sea level, in the Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand. 

The Bhagirathi is joined by the Alaknanda at Deoprayag and the combined stream under the  
name Ganga fl owing through the mountain region debouches into the plains at Rishikesh. 

It is joined by a large number of tributaries on both the banks in the course of its total run of  
about 2,500 km before its outfall into the Bay of Bengal.
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Mahanadi and Its tributaries

The Mahanadi is one of the major east fl owing peninsular rivers draining into Bay of Bengal. 

The Mahanadi River ranks second to the Godavari River among the peninsular rivers in respect  
of water potential.

The Mahanadi rises in a pool, 6 km from Pharsiya village near Nagri Town in Raipur district of  
Chhattisgarh state at an elevation of 457 m.

The total length of the river form origin to its outfall into Bay of Bengal is 851 km of which 357  
km lies in Chhattisgarh and 494 km in Orissa.

The principal tributaries of the Mahanadi river are; Sheonath, Jonk, Hasdeo, Mand, Ib, Ong and  
Tel.
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Brahmaputra & Its Tributaries

The Brahmaputra Valley has an average width of about 80 Km.  

The main river of the valley, Brahmaputra is one of the largest rivers in the world and rank fi fth  
with respect to its average discharge. 

The river originates from the Kailash ranges of Himalayas at an elevation of 5300 M.  

After fl owing through Tibet it enters India through Arunachal Pradesh and fl ows through Assam  
and Bangladesh before it joins Bay of Bengal.

Brahmaputra sub-basin extends over an area of 580,000 sq.km lying in Tibet (China), Bhutan,  
India and Bangladesh. 

The drainage area lying in India is 194413 sq.km which is nearly 5.9% of the total geographical  
area of the country

It is bounded on the north by the Himalayas, on the east by the Patkari range of hills running  
along the Assam-Burma border, on the south by the Assam range of hills and on the west by 
the Himalayas and the ridge separating it from Ganga sub-basin. 

The sub-basin lies in the States of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, West  
Bengal and Sikkim.
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Narmada & Its Tributaries

Narmada river is the largest west fl owing river of the peninsula India. It rises from Narmada  
Kund, located at Amarkantak, in the Anuppur district of Madhya Pradesh, at an elevation of 
about 1057 m in the Maikala range. It forms the traditional boundary between North and 
South India.

The river fl ows through Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat between Vindhya and  
Satpura hill ranges before falling into the Gulf of Cambay in the Arabian Sea about 10 km north 
of Bharuch, Gujarat. The total length of the river from the head to its outfall into the Arabian 
Sea is 1,333 km.

For the fi rst 1085 km, it runs in Madhya Pradesh and thereaer forms the common boundary  
between Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra for 39 km, and Maharashtra and Gujarat for 43 km. 
It has the longest stretch in Gujarat of 166 km.

There are total 41 tributaries of Narmada river. Out of these, 8 important tributaries join the  
river from right bank and 11 important tributaries join from the le bank.

The fi rst major tributary, the Burhner, joins Narmada from left. Further downstream, it receives  
the Banjar from the left. As Narmada enters the upper fertile plains, it receives the Hiran on 
the right bank. In continuation, the river receives several tributaries - the Sher, the Shakkar,the 
Dudhi, the Tawa, the Ganjal from the le and the Tendoni, the Barna, the Kolarfrom the right.

During its journey through the middle plains, it receives tributaries - the Chhota Tawa,  
the Kundi from the left and the Man from the right. In the lower hilly regions, Narmada 
receives the Goi from the left and the Uri, the Hatni from the right.The Karjan from the left and 
the Orsang from the right are important tributaries joining the river in the lower plains. Finally, 
the river drains into the Gulf of Khambhat (Arabian Sea).
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Godavari & Its Tributaries

The river Godavari, the largest of the peninsular rivers, and third largest in India, drains about  
10% of India’s total geographical area. 

The catchment area of the river is 3,12,812 sq.km and is spread in the states of Maharashtra  
(48.6%), Andhra Pradesh (23.4%), Madhya Pradesh (10.0%), Chhattisgarh (10.9%), Orissa (5.7%) 
and Karnataka (1.4%).

The river Godavari rises at an elevation of 1,067 m in the Western Ghats near Thriambak Hills in  
the Nasik district of Maharashtra.

The largest tributary of the Godavari is the Pranhita with about 34.87% coverage of drainage  
area. The Pravara, Manjira and Maner are right bank tributaries covering about 16.14%, the 
Purna, Pranhita, Indravathi and Sabari are important left bank tributaries, covering nearly 59.7% 
of the total catchment area of the basin.
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Krishna & Its Tributaries

The Krishna Basin extends over Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka having a total area  
of 2,58,948 Sq.km which is nearly 8% of the total geographical area of the country. 

It is bounded by Balaghat range on the north, by the Eastern Ghats on the south and the east  
and by the Western Ghats on the west. 

The Krishna River rises from the Western Ghats near Jor village of Satara district of Maharashtra  
at an altitude of 1,337 m just north of Mahabaleshwar. 

The total length of river from origin to its outfall into the Bay of Bengal is 1,400 km.  

Its principal tributaries joining from right are the Ghatprabha, the Malprabha and the  
Tungabhadra whereas those joining from left are the Bhima, the Musi and the Munneru are 
joining the river from left. 

The major part of basin is covered with agricultural land accounting to 75.86% of the total area  
and 4.07% of the basin is covered by water bodies. 

The basin spreads over Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Maharashtra. 
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Cauvery & Its Tributaries

The Cauvery basin extends over states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and Union Territory of  
Puducherry draining an area of 81,155 Sq.km which is nearly 2.7% of the total geographical 
area of the country with a maximum length and width of about 560 km and 245 km. 

It is bounded by the Western Ghats on the west, by the Eastern Ghats on the east and the south  
and by the ridges separating it from Krishna basin and Pennar basin on the north. The Cauvery 
River is one of the major rivers of the peninsula. 

Its important tributaries joining from left are the Harangi, the Hemavati, the Shimsha and the  
Arkavati whereas the Lakshmantirtha, the Kabbani, the Suvarnavati, the Bhavani, the Noyil and 
the Amaravati joins from right. 

The river drains into the Bay of Bengal.  

The major part of basin is covered with agricultural land accounting to 66.21% of the total area  
and 4.09% of the basin is covered by water bodies.
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