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1
IMPORTANT ASPECTS 

OF GOVERNANCE

1.	 AI DEADBOTS
CONTEXT: 	 Deadbots, also known as griefbots, are AI-enabled digital representations of 

departed loved ones.They simulate the language patterns and personality 
traits of the deceased using their digital footprint, including emails, social 
media posts, and voice recordings. The concept of conversing with a digital 
version of a lost loved one may provide solace to individuals coping with grief 
and loss.

	� Ethical Concerns:

	" There are potential risks associated with deadbots, including psychological distress.

	" While the intention behind deadbots may be to provide comfort, their use could lead to  emotional 
dependency and hinder the grieving process.

	" There are concerns about the ethical implications of  using AI to simulate conversations with the deceased, 
raising questions about the authenticity of these interactions and the  impact on individuals’ mental 
health.

	" The development and use of  deadbots raise ethical questions related to  privacy, consent, and the 
manipulation of emotions.

	� Required Measures:

	" There is a need for clear guidelines and regulations to govern the development and use of deadbots, 
ensuring that they prioritize the well-being of users and respect the dignity of the deceased.

	" Ethical considerations must also address the potential for exploitation, as deadbots could be used 
for malicious purposes or to profit from individuals’ grief.
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PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical implications of Artificial Intelligence (AI) deadbots, particularly in their role as 
digital representations of deceased loved ones.

2.	 MULYAPRAVAH 2.0  
(ETHICS IN HIGHER EDUCATION)

CONTEXT: 	 In response to concerns about unethical practices in higher education 
institutions such as favoritism, sexual harassment, and gender discrimination, 
the University Grants Commission (UGC) of India has introduced MulyaPravah 
2.0. This guideline aims to promote ethical practices and values within 
educational organizations.

	� Essence of MulyaPravah 2.0: 
	" MulyaPravah 2.0 is an updated version of the original guideline introduced in 2019. Its primary 

objective is to instill human values and professional ethics in higher education institutions across 
India. The guideline emphasizes integrity, accountability, and transparency as fundamental 
principles for creating a healthy academic environment.

	� Key Objectives of MulyaPravah 2.0:
	" Inculcating Human Values and Ethics: Promoting ethical behavior among students, faculty, and 

staff to foster a culture of integrity.
	" Promoting Honesty and Integrity: Building a trustworthy environment by emphasizing honesty 

and integrity in all academic and administrative practices.
	" Encouraging Critical Thinking: Supporting critical thinking and open dialogue to nurture a culture 

of intellectual rigor and academic freedom.
	" Enhancing Transparency and Accountability: Advocating for transparent decision-making 

processes and ensuring accountability for actions taken within educational institutions.
	" Rewarding Ethical Behavior: Recognizing and incentivizing ethical conduct to reinforce positive 

behavior among all stakeholders.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the significance of MulyaPravah 2.0 introduced by the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) of India in promoting ethical practices in higher education.

3.	 FIRST HUMAN NEURALINK IMPLANT
CONTEXT: 	 Elon Musk’s company (Neuralink) announced successful implantation (brain 

implant) of a Neuralink device in a human subject. The device is specifically 
designed for implantation in the skull for brain-computer interface.

	� Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) technology represents a significant advancement in neuroscience, 
enabling direct communication between the brain and external devices without traditional neuromuscular 
pathways. However, its development raises profound ethical considerations that must be carefully 
addressed.

	" Privacy Concerns: These devices have the potential to decode thoughts and emotions, raising issues 
of cognitive privacy. Unauthorized access to such sensitive information could lead to risks such as 
identity theft or exploitation of personal data through hacking.
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	" Neurosecurity: BCIs introduce new vulnerabilities related to neurosecurity—the protection against 
unauthorized manipulation of a person’s thoughts or actions. 
	� Ensuring robust security measures is crucial to prevent malicious interference with neural signals 

and brain data.
	" Equity and Accessibility: BCIs could widen social inequalities. The high cost of the technology may 

restrict access primarily to affluent individuals or institutions, creating a “cognitive divide” where 
only certain socioeconomic groups benefit from its capabilities.
	� Ensuring equitable access to BCI technologies is essential to mitigate these disparities.

	" Medical and Therapeutic Applications: While BCIs hold promise for medical and therapeutic 
applications, distinguishing between beneficial uses and potential risks to normal cognitive functions 
is complex. 
	� Ethical frameworks must guide the development and deployment of BCIs to prioritize patient 

safety and therapeutic efficacy.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges posed by Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) technology. How can 
these challenges be addressed to ensure responsible development and equitable access to BCI 
technologies? Illustrate with relevant examples and considerations.

4.	 CHATGPT: ETHICS IN DISTINGUISHING AI FROM 
HUMANS

CONTEXT: 	 Recent advancements in AI, particularly OpenAI’sChatGPT, have sparked 
discussions regarding its capabilities and implications. ChatGPT generates 
text that can closely resemble human output, raising concerns about the 
attribution of authorship and the ethical implications therein.

	� Ethical Issues Involved: The primary ethical concern revolves around the difficulty in distinguishing 
ChatGPT-generated texts from those created by humans. This ambiguity can lead to several critical 
issues:

	" Attribution of Authorship: Users might unknowingly attribute ChatGPT-generated content to 
human authors, potentially leading to misinformation or misattribution in academic, journalistic, or 
creative contexts.

	" Intellectual Property: Questions arise regarding ownership and copyright of texts generated by AI. 
Who holds responsibility for originality and legal rights when AI produces content that resembles 
human creativity?

	" Transparency and Trust: The blurring of lines between AI-generated and human-generated content 
challenges transparency and trust in communication. Users may question the authenticity and 
reliability of information encountered online.

MAINS QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with the attribution of authorship in AI-generated content, 
using ChatGPT as a case study. How can regulatory frameworks and technological solutions address 
concerns about transparency, accountability, and intellectual property in the digital age?

5.	 ETHICS OF ELECTIONS
CONTEXT: 	 Elections are the bedrock of democratic governance, offering citizens the 

opportunity to choose their representatives and influence government policy. 
The ethical conduct of elections ensures the integrity, fairness, and credibility 
of the electoral process, which is essential for maintaining public trust and 
upholding democratic principles.
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� Common Ethical Issues in Elections

" Electoral Fraud: Practices such as vote buying, ballot stuffing, and manipulation of electronic voting 
machines undermine the integrity of elections.

" Misuse of Power: Incumbent governments using state resources and influence for campaign 
purposes.

" Media Bias: Media favoring certain candidates or parties, leading to an uneven playing field.

" Campaign Finance: Lack of transparency in campaign financing, resulting in undue influence by 
wealthy donors.

" Disinformation: Spread of fake news and misinformation to manipulate voter behavior.

� Historical and Contemporary Examples of Ethical Breaches in Elections

" Watergate Scandal: In the 1972 U.S. Presidential election, the Watergate scandal involved illegal 
activities by the Nixon administration to sabotage political opponents.

" 2000 U.S. Presidential Election: Allegations of voter suppression and ballot issues in Florida raised 
concerns about the fairness of the election process.

" 2016 U.S. Presidential Election: Accusations of foreign interference and misinformation campaigns 
on social media platforms.

" 2020 Belarus Presidential Election: Allegations of widespread electoral fraud and suppression of 
opposition candidates.

� Impact of Unethical Practices on Democracy and Governance

" Erosion of Public Trust: Unethical practices erode public confidence in the electoral system and 
democratic institutions.

" Political Instability: Perceived electoral injustices can lead to protests, civil unrest, and even 
violence.

" Undermining Democratic Values: Electoral malpractices undermine the core values of democracy, 
such as fairness, equality, and justice.

" Weakened Governance: Leaders elected through unethical means may lack legitimacy and face 
challenges in governing effectively.

 FACT BOX: 

� Global Standards: The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) sets out 
principles for free and fair elections, including the right to participate in public affairs and the 
protection of individual voting rights.

� Indian Context: The Election Commission of India (ECI) enforces the Model Code of Conduct to 
ensure ethical behavior during elections. The ECI has implemented measures such as voter verifiable 
paper audit trails (VVPATs) and strict monitoring of campaign finances to enhance transparency 
and accountability.

RELEVANT PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q: What does ethics seek to promote in human life? Why is it all the more important in Public 
Administration? (2014)

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q: Discuss the ethical challenges in conducting elections in India. What measures can be taken to 
ensure the integrity of the electoral process?
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6.	 DEMOCRACY’S PARADOX: SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, 
MAJORITARIAN POLITICS, AND INCLUSION

CONTEXT: 	 In contemporary democracies like India, there is a growing paradox where 
voters support parties that challenge core democratic values such as liberty, 
equality, and fraternity. 

	� This phenomenon is fueled by the appeal of strong leadership, free-market policies, and nationalist 
rhetoric, which resonate with segments of society feeling marginalized by democratic empowerment.

	� Established social hierarchies resist inclusivity, providing fertile ground for majoritarian parties to 
gain traction. 

	� Meanwhile, traditional political parties struggle to adapt to evolving social dynamics, making 
principles like secularism appear outdated. To foster a more inclusive democracy, it is imperative to 
move beyond mere tolerance of minorities and actively embrace the diversity that reflects the majority’s 
collective experiences.

	" Resistance to Democratic Empowerment: Social hierarchies persist despite democratic expansion 
due to entrenched power structures resisting the empowerment of marginalized groups.

	" Political Adaptation Challenges: Major political parties face difficulties in responding to societal 
changes, risking irrelevance and paving the way for majoritarian ideologies to dominate.

	" Promoting Inclusive Democracy: Embracing diversity beyond tolerance is crucial for achieving 
a more inclusive democratic society that upholds fundamental values of liberty, equality, and 
fraternity.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q:	It is often said that ‘politics’ and ‘ethics do not go together. What is your opinion in this regard? 
Justify your answer with illustration.  (2013)

MAINS QUESTION:

Q:	Critically analyze the role of majoritarian ideologies in undermining core democratic values in 
diverse societies like India. What strategies can political parties adopt to counteract this trend and 
foster a more inclusive democratic ethos?

7.	 EUTHANASIA
CONTEXT: 	 The debate surrounding euthanasia (practice of intentionally ending a life 

to relieve pain and suffering) involves complex moral, legal, and ethical 
considerations, particularly concerning autonomy, quality of life, and the role 
of medical professionals.

	� Concerns and Solutions

	" Autonomy and Quality of Life: The principle of autonomy supports the idea that individuals should 
have control over their own bodies, including the decision to end their life in cases of unbearable 
suffering.
	� Solutions: Implementing strict consent protocols and psychological evaluations to ensure that the 

decision is truly voluntary and informed.
	" Beneficence and Non-maleficence: Medical professionals are bound by the duty to do good 

(beneficence) and avoid harm (non-maleficence). Euthanasia presents a moral conflict between 
alleviating suffering and the traditional role of preserving life.
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	� Solutions: Clear guidelines and ethical training for medical practitioners, as well as multidisciplinary 
decision-making processes involving doctors, ethicists, and legal experts.

	" Legal and Ethical Safeguards: The potential for misuse and the ethical implications of extending 
euthanasia to non-terminal patients or those unable to consent.
	� Solutions: Strong legal frameworks, transparent procedures, and regular oversight to ensure 

ethical practice.
	" Religious and Cultural Considerations: Different religious and cultural beliefs influence views on 

euthanasia, with some viewing it as morally unacceptable.
	� Solutions: Respect for diverse viewpoints through inclusive dialogue and policies that allow for 

conscientious objection by healthcare providers.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical considerations involved in the practice of euthanasia. How can legal frameworks 
balance the right to die with the need to protect vulnerable individuals?

8.	 SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCING (ATTENTION 
ECONOMY)

CONTEXT: 	 During 2024 Lok Sabha Elections, the Election Commission of India (ECI) issued 
directions to political parties for responsible and ethical use of social media 
in election campaigning to ensure level playing field among all stakeholders.  
AI- based tools are increasingly misused to create deepfakes that distort 
information or propagate misinformation.

	� Ethical Challenges/Concerns:

	" Ethical questions related to transparency, authenticity, and accountability
	" Social media platforms have access to an enormous amount of personal data, and there are concerns 

about how this data is being stored, collected, and used. 
	" Easy spread of fake news
	" Misinformation and propaganda can influence people’s decisions and beliefs.

	� Impacts of Social Media on Different Sections of Society

Section Pros Cons

Youth and Students
Access to information, educational 
resources, networking, activism 
opportunities

Cyberbullying, distraction from studies, 
mental health issues (e.g., Blue Whale 
game)

Women Platform for advocacy (e.g., Me Too 
movement)

Unrealistic beauty standards, 
cyberbullying, mental health issues

LGBTQIA+ Visibility, advocacy, community 
support Cyberbullying, privacy risks, stigma

Businesses and 
Entrepreneurs

Cost-effective marketing, global 
reach

Negative feedback, PR crises, algorithm 
dependency

Government and 
Politics Communication, transparency Misinformation, polarization, privacy 

risks (e.g., Cambridge Analytica)
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Section Pros Cons

Judiciary Transparency, real-time updates Misinformation risks

Media and 
Journalism

Instant news, engagement, diverse 
perspectives

Fake news, loss of traditional models, 
bias

Elderly and Less 
Tech-Savvy 
Individuals

Connectivity, information access Digital divide, scams, privacy concerns

	� Main principles of Social	           
Regulation of Social Media in India
	� Information Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act): 

Governs electronic communication, including 
social media.

	" Section 69A: Allows the government to 
block content for reasons like national 
security or public order.

	" Section 79(1): Protects intermediaries (like 
social media platforms) from liability if 
they follow certain rules.

	� Information Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021: Mandates stricter content 
moderation by social media platforms to ensure 
safety and remove harmful content promptly.

	� 2023 Amendment: Requires platforms to 
prevent misinformation about the government; 
implementation is paused pending Supreme 
Court review.

	
 Media Ethics	

	" Respect: Treat others’ privacy, dignity, 
and rights with care. Don’t say things 
that are mean or hurtful.

	" Responsibility: Responsible sharing of 
data that is true, authentic and accurate. 
No misleading.

	" Accountability: Take responsibility for 
what you do online and be ready for the 
consequences.

	� Duties of Social Media: 
	" An intermediary or a Social Media 

Platform should inform the user of 
its computer resource not to publish, 
display, update, modify, store or share 
information that belongs to another 
person, is defamatory, obscene, 
paedophilic, pornographic, and 
infringes intellectual rights.
	� Online activities that threaten the unity, integrity, defence, security or sovereignty of India should 

be avoided and its friendly relations with foreign States should not suffer. 

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS

Q:	What are social networking sites and what security implications do these sites present? (2013)

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges faced by social media influencers. What measures can be taken to 
ensure transparency, authenticity, and accountability in social media influencing?

9.	 MEDICAL ETHICS: ORGAN TRANSPLANT
The core ethical norm of  the medical profession is the principle, “Do no harm.”

CONTEXT: Ethical Concerns in Organ Donation and Transplantation regarding the 
rights of the Donor and the receiver. There are also concerns regarding 
the commercialization, trafficking and coercion associated with such 
transplants.
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	� Living Donors: 	                 
Organ donation in India
	� Organs from deceased donors accounted for 

nearly  8% of all transplants in 2022  in the 
country.

	� The number of transplants has increased over 
the years.

	� The total number of deceased organ transplants 
climbed from 837 in 2013 to 2,765 in 2022.

	� The total number of organ transplants – with 
organs from both deceased and living donors – 
increased from 4,990 in 2013 to 15,561 in 2022.

	� India conducts the third highest number of 
transplants in the world.

	� Every year, an estimated 1.5-2 lakh people 
need a kidney transplant. Only around 10,000 
got one in 2022. Of the 80,000 people who 
required a liver transplant, less than 3,000 got 
one in 2022. And, of the 10,000 who needed a 
heart transplant.

	� Regulations:  Organ donation in India is 
regulated by the  Transplantation of Human 
Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994, which 
was amended in 2011.

	" Health Risks: Kidney donors,  while 
generally living healthy lives, may face 
health complications like infections.
This contradicts the medical principle 
of “primum non nocere” (first, do no 
harm).

	" Potential for Trafficking: Organ 
donation can be vulnerable to 
trafficking, involving illegal acquisition, 
transportation, or transplantation of 
organs.

	" Emotional Coercion:Donors, especially 
living relatives, may feel emotionally 
pressured or coerced due to familial 
ties.Ethical concerns include undue 
influence and emotional manipulation.

	� Deceased Donors:
	" Consent and Autonomy:Ethical 

dilemmas arise when the deceased 
person’s wishes regarding organ 
donation are unclear.Respect for 
autonomy involves honoring their 
documented decisions.

	" Allocation Fairness:Ensuring fair and 
equitable distribution of organs remains 
a significant ethical challenge.Disparities based on wealth, social status, or geographic location can 
impact access to transplantation.

	" Transparency and Trust:Maintaining transparency in organ procurement and transplantation 
processes is crucial.Building and maintaining public trust through ethical handling of information 
and organ registries is essential.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges involved in organ transplantation. How can healthcare systems ensure 
ethical practices and equitable access in organ donation and transplantation?

10.	AI ETHICS IN HEALTHCARE
CONTEXT: 	 The rapid rise in  artificial intelligence (AI)  has created many opportunities 

globally, from facilitating healthcare diagnoses to creating labour efficiencies 
through automated tasks. However, these rapid changes also raise profound 
ethical concerns. These arise from the potential AI systems have to embed 
biases, contribute to climate degradation, threaten human rights and more.

	� Why is AI ethics important?
	" AI is a technology designed by humans to replicate, augment or replace human intelligence.
	" These tools typically rely on large volumes of various types of data to develop insights.
	" Poorly designed projects built on data that is faulty, inadequate or biased can have unintended, 

potentially harmful, consequences.
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	" Moreover, the rapid advancement in 	
Perspectives for Ethical use of AI:
	� Immanuel Kant’s ethical philosophy 

emphasises  autonomy, rationality, and the 
moral duty of individuals.

	� Applying  Kantian ethics  to the use of AI in 
decision-making within governance could 
lead to serious concerns.If decisions that were 
once the  purview of humans are delegated 
to algorithms, it could threaten the capacity 
for moral reasoning.

Defining Principles and 
Frameworks
	� In 2018, the NITI Aayog released the National 

Strategy for Artificial Intelligence 
#AIForAll  strategy, which featured AI 
research and development guidelines focused 
on healthcare, agriculture, education, “smart” 
cities and infrastructure, and smart mobility 
and transformation.

	� India recently enacted the  Digital Personal 
Data Protection Act  in 2023, which it can 
leverage to address some of the privacy 
concerns concerning AI platforms.

	� India is a member of the Global Partnership 
on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)

algorithmic systems means that in some 
cases it is not clear to us how the AI 
reached its conclusions, so we are 
essentially relying on systems  it can’t 
explain to make decisions that could 
affect society.

	" An AI ethics framework is important 
because it shines a light on the risks 
and benefits of AI tools and establishes 
guidelines for its responsible use.

	" Coming up with a system of moral 
tenets and techniques for using AI 
responsibly requires the industry and 
interested parties to examine major 
social issues and ultimately the question 
of what makes us human.

	� Can AI be ethical and moral? Yes, AI 
can be ethical and moral. Here are some 
examples in these terms;

	" Classification of Machine 
Agents:  Moore’s 2006 classification 
categorizes machine agents based on 
their ethical involvement, ranging from 
those with ethical consequences to 
those capable of ethical judgments.

	" Ethical Impact Agents: Machines 
like robot jockeys may not make 
ethical decisions but raise ethical 
considerations due to their impact 
on activities like sports.

	" Implicit Ethical Agents: Machines with embedded guidelines, such as airplane autopilots, adhere to 
pre-set ethical rules for safety but lack the ability to actively evaluate ethics.

	" Explicit Ethical Agents: Some machines go beyond preset rules, using methods to estimate ethical 
values of choices, as seen in systems balancing investments with social responsibility.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges of integrating AI in healthcare. How can healthcare systems ensure 
that AI technologies are used responsibly and ethically?

11.	 ETHICS OF ANIMAL RIGHTS
CONTEXT: 	 More than  100 billion animals  are killed for food every year worldwide – 

hundreds of millions a day. Not only killing, but other type of animal cruelty 
is on rise (abusing, neglecting). In addition to thus, heatwave 2024 (climate 
change) also affected animals.

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Intrinsic Value of Animals: Recognizing that animals have inherent worth beyond their utility to 

humans.
	" Humane Treatment: Ensuring that animals are treated with kindness and respect, free from 

unnecessary suffering.
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" Animal Welfare: Providing for the physical and psychological needs of animals.

" Legal Protections: Implementing laws and regulations to protect animals from abuse and 
exploitation.

" Ethical Consumption: Promoting practices that reduce harm to animals, such as vegetarianism and 
cruelty-free products.

� Important Ethical Framework:

" Utilitarianism: Utilitarianism emphasizes doing what is best for the “greater good” while minimizing 
suffering wherever possible.

" Deontology: Deontology is similar to utilitarianism. At its core, deontology challenges whether 
morality is rooted in an action itself versus the consequences of said action.

" Capabilities Approach: The capabilities approach for animals seeks to include them as primary 
subjects of justice.

" Virtue ethicists: It assess actions by means of vices and virtues. A virtue is a good or praiseworthy 
trait; a vice is a bad or despicable trait.

 FACT BOX: 

Animal protection legal philosophy in India 
� The Constitution of India prosaically silents on animal rights nevertheless, Article 51A(g) of the 

Constitution tacitly states that it is the fundamental duty of every citizen to have compassion for 
living creatures. 

� However, The Supreme Court of India explicitly included animal rights to life in the case of Animal 
Welfare Board of India v. A. Nagaraja& Ors.1, also Jallikattu case, The Supreme Court in this 
landmark judgment banned Jallikattu.

� Article 51 A (g) of the Indian Constitution, was held as the “magna carta of animal rights,” and 
guaranteed security of life under Article 21. 

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q: Discuss the ethical challenges associated with animal rights. How can societies balance economic 
interests, cultural practices, and the ethical treatment of animals?

12. ETHICS OF GIG ECONOMY
CONTEXT: Gig companies (Uber, Zomato) are having their cake and eating it too: fully 

controlling workers’ pay and conditions while evading the cost of doing 
business, like paying for unemployment insurance and workers’ comp (then 
using the money they save to pad their own profits). Within that system, 
platform workers are suffering in numerous ways. It raises ethical concerns 
related to worker rights, job security, and fair treatment.

� Key ethical considerations include:

" Exclusion from major security codes: Out of the four new labour codes proposed, gig work finds 
reference only in the Code on Social Security, 2020. As a result, gig workers remain excluded from 
vital benefits and protections offered by other Codes such as minimum wages, occupational safety 
and health benefits, and overtime pay.



https://iasscore.in/

MAINS SAMPOORNA    ETHICS 11

	" Limited rights: They cannot 	
Current trend in the Indian Economy-

	� about 47% of gig work is in medium skilled 
jobs

	� about 22% in high skilled
	� about 31% in low skilled jobs

Benefits available to Employees and 
Contract Labourers
	� Employees  are entitled to a host of benefits under 

statutes such as the:
	" Minimum Wages Act, 1948
	" Employees’ Provident Fund and Miscellaneous 

Provisions Act, 1952 (EPFA)
	" Payment of Bonus Act, 1965

	� Contract labourers are governed under the
	" Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 

1970
	" They are also entitled to benefits such as provident 

funds in accordance with the EPFA

create legally recognised 
unions  and access a  national 
minimum wage  that applies to 
all forms of employment.

	" No guarantee on minimum 
wages:  The proposed law does 
not guarantee minimum wages 
for gig workers.

	" No remedy for grievances:  Gig 
workers also remain excluded 
from accessing the specialised 
redressal mechanism under 
the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, 
thus denying them an effective 
remedy for grievances against 
their employers. 

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges 
in the gig economy. How can 
policymakers and platform 
operators ensure fair treatment and 
protection of gig workers’ rights?

13.	WEAPONISATION OF SPACE
CONTEXT: 	 The weaponization of space raises significant ethical concerns, including 

the potential for increased militarization, threats to global security, and the 
sustainability of space as a peaceful domain. The idea is not new, but has 
gained prominence in light of the recent conflicts, with superpowers acting 
through proxies.

	� Key ethical considerations:
	" Peace and Security: Ensuring that space remains a domain for peaceful exploration and use.
	" Sustainability: Preventing actions that could harm the space environment or contribute to space 

debris.
	" Global Cooperation: Promoting international cooperation and avoiding an arms race in space.
	" Accountability: Holding nations and entities accountable for actions that threaten space security.
	" Militarization of Space: The development of space weapons could lead to increased militarization 

and conflict.
	" Space Debris: Weaponization could result in the creation of space debris, threatening satellites and 

space missions.
	" Global Security: The use of space weapons could destabilize global security and lead to conflicts.
	" Legal and Ethical Frameworks: There is a need for robust legal and ethical frameworks to govern 

the use of space technology.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges of weaponizing space. How can the international community ensure 
that space remains a domain for peaceful use and exploration?



https://iasscore.in/

MAINS SAMPOORNA     ETHICS 12

14.	PRISONS & ETHICS
CONTEXT: 	 Indian prisons face long-standing structural constraints: overcrowding 

(high percentage of undertrials in the prison population), understaffing and 
underfunding. The inevitable outcome is sub-human living conditions, poor 
hygiene, and violent clashes between the inmates and jail authorities.

	� Concerns
	" Overcrowding and Inhumane Conditions: Many prisons face issues of overcrowding, leading to 

inhumane living conditions.
	" Other issues: Custodial torture, delay in trials, insufficient legal aid, unhygienic conditions (specially 

in women’s prisons)

	� Required Measures
	" Rehabilitation and Recidivism: Ensuring that prisoners receive rehabilitation services to reduce 

recidivism rates.
	" Mental Health and Well-being: Addressing the mental health needs of prisoners and providing 

appropriate support.
	" Abuse and Corruption: Preventing abuse and corruption within the prison system.
	" Human Rights: Ensuring that prisoners’ basic human rights are protected.
	" Humane Treatment: Providing humane conditions and treatment for prisoners.
	" Rehabilitation and Reintegration: Focusing on rehabilitating prisoners and preparing them for 

reintegration into society.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges in the management of prisons. How can the prison system balance the 
goals of punishment and rehabilitation while ensuring the humane treatment of prisoners?

15.	TECHNOLOGICAL ETHICS: FACIAL RECOGNITION 
TECHNOLOGY

CONTEXT: Facial recognition technology (FRT) is increasingly used for various applications, 
including security, law enforcement, and commercial purposes. However, 
the use of FRT raises significant ethical concerns related to privacy, bias, 
surveillance, and accountability. The ethics of facial recognition technology 
involves ensuring that its deployment respects individual rights and promotes 
fairness and transparency.

	� Concerns
	" Privacy Violations: FRT can infringe on individuals’ privacy by enabling unauthorized surveillance 

and data collection.
	" Bias and Discrimination: FRT can exhibit biases that result in unfair treatment and discrimination 

against certain groups.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Lack of transparency in the use of FRT and accountability for 

misuse.
	" Informed Consent: Ensuring that individuals are aware of and consent to the collection and use of 

their facial data.
	" Data Security: Protecting facial data from breaches and unauthorized access.
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PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges of using facial recognition technology. How can policymakers ensure 
that its deployment respects privacy, fairness, and transparency?

16.	TECHNOLOGICAL ETHICS: CRYPTO MINING
CONTEXT:  Crypto mining is the process by which new cryptocurrency coins or tokens are 

created and transactions are verified and added to the blockchain. While crypto 
mining has gained popularity, it also raises significant ethical concerns.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Environmental Impact: Addressing the high energy consumption and environmental footprint of 
crypto mining.

	" Fairness and Equity: Ensuring that the benefits and opportunities of crypto mining are distributed 
fairly.

	" Regulatory Compliance: Adhering to legal and regulatory frameworks to prevent illegal activities 
and promote transparency.

	" Security and Integrity: Ensuring the security and integrity of the blockchain and protecting against 
fraud and attacks.

	" Transparency: Promoting transparency in mining operations and disclosing potential risks and 
impacts.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with crypto mining. How can policymakers ensure that 
crypto mining practices are sustainable, fair, and compliant with regulatory frameworks?

17.	CLINICAL TRIALS
CONTEXT: 	 Clinical trials are essential for advancing medical knowledge and developing 

new treatments. However, they also raise significant ethical concerns related 
to the safety, rights, and well-being of participants. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Informed Consent: Ensuring that participants provide informed consent and understand the risks 
and benefits of the trial.

	" Participant Safety: Prioritizing the safety and well-being of participants and minimizing risks.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency in trial conduct and ensuring 

accountability for ethical breaches.
	" Fairness and Equity: Ensuring equitable access to trials and fair treatment of all participants.
	" Scientific Integrity: Conducting trials with scientific rigor and integrity to ensure valid and reliable 

results.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with clinical trials. How can researchers and regulatory 
bodies ensure that clinical trials are conducted ethically and responsibly?
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18.	CHILD ARTISTS AND ETHICS
CONTEXT: 	 Child artists, who work in entertainment industries such as film, television, and 

advertising, face unique ethical challenges related to their rights, well-being, 
and development. The ethics of employing child artists involves ensuring 
that their work does not interfere with their education, health, or overall 
development, and that they are protected from exploitation and harm.

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Child Rights: Ensuring that child artists’ rights are respected and upheld.
	" Education and Development: Balancing work with education and personal development.
	" Health and Safety: Protecting child artists from physical and emotional harm.
	" Fair Compensation: Ensuring that child artists receive fair compensation for their work.
	" Parental and Guardian Responsibilities: Ensuring that parents and guardians act in the best 

interests of the child.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with employing child artists in the entertainment industry. 
How can stakeholders ensure that child artists’ rights and well-being are protected?

19.	ETHICS & LAW ON SEDITION
CONTEXT:	 Introduction Sedition laws, which criminalize actions or speech that incite 

rebellion against the authority of the state, raise significant ethical concerns 
related to freedom of speech, dissent, and the role of the state in regulating 
expression. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Freedom of Speech: Protecting individuals’ rights to express dissent and criticize the government.
	" National Security: Ensuring that sedition laws protect national security and public order.
	" Proportionality and Fairness: Applying sedition laws proportionately and fairly to avoid misuse 

and abuse.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Ensuring transparency in the enforcement of sedition laws and 

holding authorities accountable for misuse.
	" Human Rights: Upholding human rights and preventing violations through the misuse of sedition 

laws.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	1Analyze the ethical challenges associated with sedition laws. How can the state balance national 
security with the protection of freedom of speech and human rights?

20.	MODERN SLAVERY
CONTEXT: 	 At least 360 Indian citizens who were scammed into working as “cyber 

slaves” in Cambodia, have been successfully brought back to India. They were 
promised jobs but “forced to undertake illegal cyber work”. It represents a 
severe violation of human rights and ethical principles. 
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	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Human Dignity: Protecting the inherent dignity and rights of all individuals.

	" Justice and Accountability: Ensuring justice for victims and holding perpetrators accountable.

	" Prevention and Protection: Implementing measures to prevent exploitation and protect vulnerable 
individuals.

	" Transparency and Awareness: Promoting transparency in supply chains and raising awareness 
about modern slavery.

	" Equity and Non-Discrimination: Ensuring that efforts to combat modern slavery are inclusive and 
non-discriminatory.

	" Forced Labor: People are coerced into working under harsh conditions with little or no pay.

	" Debt Bondage: Individuals are trapped in a cycle of debt and forced to work to repay loans under 
exploitative conditions.

	" Child Labor: Children are exploited for labor, depriving them of education and a normal 
childhood.

The ethics of addressing modern slavery involves ensuring that individuals are protected from exploitation 
that perpetrators are held accountable, and that measures are implemented to prevent and eradicate modern 
slavery.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with modern slavery. How can governments and 
organizations work together to prevent and eradicate modern slavery?

21.	SCIENCE WITHOUT HUMANITY
CONTEXT: 	 “Science without humanity” is one of Mahatma Gandhi’s seven social sins, 

highlighting the potential ethical dangers of scientific and technological 
advancements when they are not guided by humanitarian principles. The 
ethics of science without humanity involves ensuring that scientific progress 
is aligned with human values, social justice, and the well-being of society.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Human Dignity and Rights: Respecting human dignity and rights in scientific research and 
applications.

	" Social Justice: Ensuring that the benefits of scientific progress are equitably distributed.

	" Environmental Sustainability: Promoting sustainable practices that protect the environment.

	" Accountability and Responsibility: Holding scientists and researchers accountable for the social 
and ethical implications of their work.

	" Public Engagement: Involving the public in discussions about scientific and technological 
developments.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with “science without humanity.” How can scientific 
progress be aligned with humanitarian principles and social justice?
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22.	ETHICAL CONDUCT OF CONTROLLED HUMAN 
INFECTION STUDIES (CHIS)

CONTEXT: 	 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) provided for the ethical conduct 
of controlled human infection studies (CHIS), also known as human challenge 
studies, in India. 

	� Why India is venturing into Human Challenge Studies: Human challenge studies involve intentionally 
exposing volunteers to diseases to learn more about them. Historically, such studies have been crucial 
for understanding diseases like yellow fever.

	� India’s Initiative: India has not conducted human challenge studies before but is now collaborating 
with international scientists experienced in these studies.

	� Reasons for Undertaking Human Challenge Studies:
	" India faces a high disease burden and mortality rates, particularly from infectious diseases.
	" Traditional clinical trials are ongoing but incorporating human challenge studies could accelerate 

the development of safe and effective treatments, including drugs and vaccines.
	� Global Scenario: Other countries, including Colombia, Kenya, Tanzania, and Thailand, have successfully 

conducted human challenge studies.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Informed Consent: Ensuring that participants provide fully informed and voluntary consent.
	" Risk-Benefit Assessment: Balancing the potential risks to participants against the anticipated 

benefits of the research.
	" Participant Protection: Implementing measures to protect participants from harm and ensuring 

their well-being.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency in study design and conduct, and 

holding researchers accountable for ethical conduct.
	" Equity and Justice: Ensuring that the benefits and burdens of CHIS are equitably distributed and 

that vulnerable populations are protected.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with Controlled Human Infection Studies (CHIS). How 
can researchers ensure that these studies are conducted ethically and responsibly?

23.	STUDENT SUICIDES
CONTEXT: 	 The recent rise in suicides among students (Kota) enrolled in coaching 

institutes across India has become a major cause for concern, prompting 
widespread discussions and highlighting the need for immediate solution. 
The ethics of addressing student suicides involves ensuring that educational 
environments promote mental well-being, providing adequate support 
systems, and fostering a culture of empathy, care, and inclusivity.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Mental Health and Well-being: Prioritizing students’ mental health and well-being in educational 
environments.

	" Empathy and Support: Providing empathetic support and resources for students facing mental 
health challenges.
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	" Inclusivity and Equity: Ensuring that all students have access to mental health support and 
resources.

	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency in addressing mental health issues and 
holding institutions accountable for students’ well-being.

	" Prevention and Intervention: Implementing effective prevention and intervention strategies to 
reduce the risk of student suicides.

Important Government Initiatives dealing with ‘Mental Health’
	� Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 (MHA): Mental healthcare in India is governed by the Mental Healthcare 

Act, 2017 (MHA). The Act emphasises the rights of mentally ill persons.
	� National Mental Health Programme (NMHP): Aim to be implemented in 704 districts for which 

support is provided to States/UTs through the National Health Mission.
	� Community Health Centre (CHC) and Primary Health Centre (PHC) levels were established to 

address outpatient services, assessment, counselling/ psycho-social interventions, continuing care 
and support to persons with severe mental disorders, drugs, outreach services, ambulance services 
etc. 

	� National Tele Mental Health Programme: In Budget (2022-2023, the programme wasannounced to 
improve access to quality mental health counselling and also care services. 

	� T-MANAS (Tele-Mental Health Assistance and Nationally Actionable Plan through States) aims 
to provide mental health support and interventions to people in remote and neglected areas.

	� KIRAN: It is a 24/7 toll-free helpline to provide support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, 
suicidal thoughts, and other mental health concerns.

Madhya Pradesh is the first State in the country to draft a suicide prevention strategy and the government has 
formed a task force for it.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with addressing student suicides. How can educational 
institutions and policymakers work together to promote mental well-being and prevent suicides 
among students?

24.	MEDIA ETHICS
CONTEXT: 	 The fourth pillar of democracy takes pride in being fair, impartial, and presenting 

the facts. However, as recent events demonstrate (religious ideologies, poor 
reporting in sensitive cases or investigative cowboy journalism), media is 
confronted with several challenges that jeopardize its very own function. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Truth and Accuracy: Ensuring that information is accurate, truthful, and free from bias.

	" Fairness and Impartiality: Promoting fairness and impartiality in reporting and avoiding conflicts 
of interest.

	" Respect for Privacy: Respecting individuals’ privacy and dignity in media coverage.

	" Accountability and Transparency: Promoting accountability and transparency in media practices.

	" Public Interest: Ensuring that media practices serve the public interest and contribute to informed 
citizenship.
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PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with media practices. How can media organizations ensure 
that their practices are responsible, fair, and truthful? 

Q:	Conclusion The ethics of media is crucial for maintaining public trust, promoting informed 
citizenship, 

25.	ETHICAL CONSUMERISM
CONTEXT: 	 In recent years, a new trend has emerged: ethical consumerism. This trend 

in consumption is characterised by consumers making purchasing decisions 
based on the ethical and moral values of the companies they support.  

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Social Equity: Ensuring that consumption patterns do not exacerbate social and economic 

inequalities.
	" Well-being: Addressing the impact of consumerism on individual well-being and mental health.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency and accountability in marketing and 

advertising practices.
	" Public Interest: Ensuring that consumer behavior serves the public interest and contributes to 

societal well-being.
	" Environmental Impact: Excessive consumption contributes to environmental degradation, resource 

depletion, and climate change.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with consumerism. How can society promote responsible 
consumption and address the negative consequences of excessive consumerism?

26.	WOKEISM
CONTEXT: 	 The US Supreme Court’s ruling against race/ethnicity-linked admission quotas 

in elite institutions like Harvard University is timely for both the US and India. 
While wokeism advocates for inclusivity and social justice, it also raises ethical 
concerns regarding free speech, tolerance, and the risk of polarization.

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Inclusivity and Social Justice: Promoting inclusivity and addressing social injustices and 

inequalities.
	" Free Speech and Expression: Balancing advocacy for social justice with respect for free speech and 

diverse perspectives.
	" Tolerance and Respect: Promoting tolerance and respect for differing viewpoints.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Ensuring transparency and accountability in advocacy efforts.
	" Public Interest: Ensuring that wokeism serves the public interest and contributes to societal well-

being.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with wokeism. How can advocates balance the pursuit of 
social justice with respect for free speech and diverse perspectives?
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27.	AI & HUMAN RIGHTS
CONTEXT: 	 � 	The consequences of AI’s spectacular advances are infiltrating critical 

aspects of society.

	 � 	The pressing question faced today is the profound impact that these 
intelligent entities, despite their current limited intelligence, have 
and will have on human existence (and rights).

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Fairness and Non-discrimination: Ensuring that AI systems are fair and do not discriminate against 
individuals or groups.

	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency in AI decision-making processes and 
holding developers accountable for the impacts of AI technologies.

	" Privacy and Data Protection: Protecting individuals’ privacy and ensuring the responsible use of 
personal data in AI systems.

	" Human Dignity and Autonomy: Respecting human dignity and autonomy in the design and 
deployment of AI technologies.

	" Prevention of Harm: Ensuring that AI technologies do not cause harm to individuals or society.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	  What are the ethical challenges associated with AI and human rights. How can AI technologies be 
developed and used in ways that respect and protect human rights?

28.	ETHICS IN SPORTS
CONTEXT: 	 The sexual harassment accusations against WFI chiefBrijBhushan Sharan 

Singh raises concerns pertaining to Ethics in sports. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Biasness: towards prominent figures (including its chief)
	" Fair Play: Ensuring that athletes compete fairly and honestly.
	" Integrity: Promoting honesty and integrity in sports practices and decision-making.
	" Respect: Respecting opponents, officials, and the rules of the game.
	" Inclusion and Equality: Promoting inclusivity and equality in sports participation and 

competition.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Ensuring transparency and accountability in sports organizations 

and governance.

	� Challenges 

	" Doping and Cheating: The use of performance-enhancing drugs and cheating undermine the 
integrity of sports.

	" Discrimination: Discrimination based on race, gender, or other factors can exclude individuals from 
sports participation.

	" Commercialization: The commercialization of sports can compromise ethical standards and 
prioritize profit over fairness.

	" Corruption: Corruption in sports organizations can undermine trust and integrity.
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	" Mental Health: The pressure to perform and win can negatively impact athletes’ mental health and 
well-being.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with sports. How can sports organizations promote 
fairness, integrity, and respect in athletic competition?

29.	LABOUR/ WORKERS ETHICS - DURATION OF 
WORKING HOURS

CONTEXT:	 In a survey, it has been found that 53% of Indian employees feel stressed due 
to long working hours and heavy workloads. Ethical considerations related 
to working hours are crucial for promoting workers’ well-being, preventing 
exploitation, and ensuring a healthy work-life balance. The ethics of labor also 
involves addressing issues such as overwork, inadequate rest, and the impact 
of long working hours on physical and mental health.

	� Concerns

	" Overwork and Burnout: Long working hours can lead to overwork, burnout, and negative impacts 
on physical and mental health.

	" Exploitation: Exploitative labor practices can result in unfair and unsafe working conditions.
	" Lack of Rest and Recovery: Inadequate rest and recovery time can impact workers’ well-being and 

productivity.
	" Inequitable Practices: Disparities in working hours and conditions can lead to inequitable treatment 

of workers.
	" Impact on Work-Life Balance: Long working hours can negatively impact workers’ ability to 

maintain a healthy work-life balance.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with working hours. How can labor practices be reformed 
to ensure fair, safe, and humane working conditions?

30.	ONLINE GAMING
CONTEXT: Three major lobby groups representing top online gaming companies 

including  Dream11  and Games24x7 have co-signed a code of ethics as the 
industry attempts to govern itself amid a turbulent time after having faced 
harsh action on the taxation side. The code, however, is voluntary in nature, 
meaning that it is not legally binding.

	� Key ethical considerations includ

	" Myriad concerns: Addiction, financial loss, fraud, and data security breaches
	" Fair Play: Ensuring that games are designed and played fairly without cheating or exploitation.
	" Safety and Privacy: Protecting players’ personal information and ensuring a safe gaming 

environment.
	" Mental Health: Addressing the impact of gaming on mental health and well-being.
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	" Respect and Inclusion: Promoting respectful behavior and inclusivity in gaming communities.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Ensuring transparency in game design and platform policies, 

and holding developers and players accountable for unethical behavior.

Indian gaming industry 
	� The Indian gaming industry has clocked USD 3.1 billion in FY 2023 and is expected to be at USD 7.5 

billion by FY 2028.
	� Government Support:

	" Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021
	" The Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, and Comics (AVGC) Promotion Task Force

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with online gaming. How can gaming platforms promote 
fair play, safety, and respect in the gaming community?

31.	ETHICS & MINING
CONTEXT: 	 The 41 workers trapped inside the collapsed Silkyara-Barkot tunnel in 

Uttarkashi rescued successfully. However, this incident raised significant 
ethical concerns, including environmental degradation, human rights 
violations, and social impacts on poor labours.

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Human Rights: Respecting the rights of workers and local communities affected by mining activities.
	" Social Responsibility: Contributing positively to the social and economic development of local 

communities.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency in mining operations and holding 

companies accountable for their impacts.
	" Public Interest: Ensuring that mining activities serve the public interest and promote societal well-

being.
	" Sustainability: Ensuring that mining practices are environmentally sustainable and do not deplete 

natural resources.

India’s Mining Sector
	� India ranks in the top five globally as a significant producer of bauxite, iron, and zinc ore.
	� However, despite this abundance, the mining sector's contribution to the GDP hovers between 2.2% 

to 2.5%.
	� Important minerals showing positive growth during December 2023 over December 2022 include 

Magnesite (83.7%), Lead Conc. (16.5%), Lignite (14.6%), Copper Conc. (13.7%), Limestone (12.5%), 
Coal (10.8%), Zinc Conc. (7.8%), Bauxite (6.6%), Natural gas (U) (6.6%), Manganese Ore (4.0%) and 
Iron Ore (1.3%).

	� Major Mining States: Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra

•	 Recent Reforms:
	" Enactment of Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021
	" Single Window for E-auction of coal
	" Identification of 22 Critical Mineral Blocks
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PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	  Discuss the ethical challenges associated with mining. How can mining companies promote 
sustainable and responsible mining practices?

32.	PUNE PORSCHE CASE
CONTEXT:	 The Pune Porsche hit-and-run incident involving the deaths of Anish Awadhiya 

and Ashwini Koshta has sparked widespread outrage and raised significant 
ethical concerns. The case highlights issues of parental responsibility, juvenile 
delinquency, privilege, and the fair administration of justice in India’s legal 
system.

	� Ethical Issues Involved:

	" Parental Responsibility: The incident underscores the ethical obligation of parents to instill values 
of accountability, responsibility, and ethical behavior in their children. Parental failure in this regard 
can lead to tragic consequences, as seen in this case.

	" Juvenile Delinquency: The involvement of a minor, Vedant Agarwal, driving a luxury vehicle and 
allegedly causing fatalities raises ethical questions about the legal responsibilities and consequences 
for minors who commit serious offenses.

	" Privilege and Justice: Allegations of a cover-up by Vedant’s parents, using their wealth and influence 
to manipulate legal outcomes, highlight disparities in access to justice based on social standing. This 
raises concerns about fairness and equality before the law.

	" Media and Public Scrutiny: The intense media coverage and public reaction reflect ethical dilemmas 
regarding the balance between public interest, privacy, and the right to a fair trial. Media scrutiny 
can influence public opinion and legal proceedings, impacting the pursuit of justice.

MAINS QUESTION:

Q:	Critically analyze the ethical dimensions of the Pune Porsche hit-and-run case involving a minor. 
Discuss the implications of parental influence, privilege, and the fair administration of justice in 
such high-profile incidents. Suggest measures to ensure accountability and fairness in similar cases 
involving juveniles and privileged individuals.

33.	ETHICS & LIVE-IN RELATIONSHIPS
CONTEXT: 	 The idea of live-in relationships is considered a cultural taboo. Despite 

progressive laws, tradition and morality continue to have an iron grip on 
society.While they challenge traditional notions of marriage and cohabitation, 
they also raise several ethical concerns, including issues of consent, social 
acceptance, legal recognition, and the rights and responsibilities of partners. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Consent and Autonomy: Ensuring that live-in relationships are based on mutual consent and respect 
for individual autonomy.

	" Equality and Non-Discrimination: Promoting equality and non-discrimination in live-in 
relationships.

	" Legal Recognition and Rights: Ensuring that live-in relationships are legally recognized and that 
partners have rights and responsibilities.
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	" Social Acceptance: Promoting social acceptance and reducing stigma associated with live-in 
relationships.

	" Public Interest: Ensuring that live-in relationships contribute positively to societal well-being.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with live-in relationships. How can society promote 
acceptance and legal recognition of live-in relationships while ensuring the rights and responsibilities 
of partners?

34.	FREEDOM OF SPEECH ON SOCIAL MEDIA
CONTEXT: 	 In India, every citizen has the right to express their thoughts through any 

medium including social media. Freedom of speech on social media involves 
ensuring that individuals have the right to express their opinions and ideas 
freely while balancing this with the need to prevent harm, misinformation, 
and hate speech. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Respect for Rights and Dignity: Ensuring that freedom of speech respects the rights and dignity of 

others.
	" Accountability and Responsibility: Promoting accountability and responsibility in the expression 

of opinions and ideas on social media.
	" Prevention of Harm: Ensuring that speech on social media does not cause harm, including 

misinformation, hate speech, and harassment.
	" Public Interest: Ensuring that freedom of speech on social media serves the public interest and 

promotes societal well-being.
	" Misinformation and Fake News: Preventing the spread of misinformation and fake news on social 

media.
	" Hate Speech and Harassment: Addressing instances of hate speech, harassment, and harmful 

content on social media.
	" Balancing Freedom and Regulation: Balancing the right to freedom of speech with the need to 

regulate harmful content.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	What are the ethical challenges associated with freedom of speech on social media. How can 
social media platforms promote respectful and accountable dialogue while preventing harm and 
misinformation?

35.	SEX WORKERS’ RIGHTS
CONTEXT:	 � 	India has a contentious relationship with prostitution, which raises 

ethical and legal concerns. Prostitution came into light when the 
Supreme Court recognises sex work as a ‘profession’ in its recent 
Judgment. 

	 � 	Prostitution is legal but institutions related to it are illegal which 
becomes a hurdle for people working in it. Prostitution in India is 
disapproved but not prohibited by law. Such as the use of Marijuana, 
there is no complete ban on it under the NDPS Act, of 1985 and it can 
be used for making medicine.
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	� Key ethical considerations include:
	" Human Dignity and Respect: Ensuring that sex workers are treated with dignity and respect, and 

their rights are protected.
	" Equality and Non-Discrimination: Promoting equality and non-discrimination in the treatment of 

sex workers.
	" Protection from Exploitation: Ensuring that sex workers are protected from exploitation and 

abuse.
	" Access to Healthcare and Social Services: Promoting access to healthcare and social services for sex 

workers.
	" Public Interest: Ensuring that policies and actions related to sex workers serve the public interest 

and promote societal well-being.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with sex workers’ rights. How can policymakers ensure 
dignity, equality, and protection from exploitation for sex workers?

36.	LGBTQIA+ RIGHTS
CONTEXT: 	 The Supreme Court of India passed a Judgement that it could not legally 

recognise same-sex marriages, after hearing a batch of pleas seeking legal 
sanction for the same.

	� Key ethical considerations include: 
	" The ethical issue involves the clash between principles of equality and traditional legal frameworks. 

This decision raises profound questions about societal fairness, individual rights, and the role of 
law in upholding inclusive values. It challenges the ethical imperative of ensuring equal treatment 
and non-discrimination under the law, especially in the context of evolving social norms and human 
rights standards globally.

	� Challenges and Concerns   	       
	" Discrimination and Harassment: Addressing discrimination and harassment faced by LGBTQIA+  

individuals.
	� Solutions: Implementing policies that promote equality and non-discrimination, addressing 

instances of discrimination promptly, and ensuring that LGBTQIA+ individuals are treated fairly 
and justly.

	� Social Stigma and Exclusion: Addressing social stigma and exclusion of LGBTQIA+ individuals.
	" Solutions: Promoting awareness and education about the inclusion and acceptance of LGBTQIA+ 

individuals, encouraging inclusive practices in all aspects of society, and addressing instances of 
exclusion and bias promptly.

	� Legal and Policy Frameworks: Ensuring that legal and policy frameworks promote equality and protect 
the rights of LGBTQIA+ individuals.

	� Access to Healthcare and Social Services: Ensuring that LGBTQIA+ individuals have access to 
healthcare and social services.

Rights in India
	� The LGBTQ (Lesbians, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) Community constitutes  around 

10% of India's population meaning around 135 million people belong to the LGBTQ+ Community. 
	� In 1994, LGBTQIA+ community were legally granted voting rights as a third sex. 
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	� In 2014, the Supreme Court of India ruled that transgender people should be treated as the third 
category of gender. 

	� In 2017, the apex court gave the country’s LGBTQIA+ community the freedom to safely express their 
sexual orientation.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with LGBTQIA+ rights. How can policymakers ensure 
dignity, equality, and protection from harm for LGBTQIA+ individuals?

37.	CONFLICT OF INTEREST IN PUBLIC POLICY
CONTEXT: 	 Conflict of interest in public policy involves situations where personal interests 

or relationships could improperly influence the performance of official 
duties. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Impartiality and Objectivity: Ensuring that public officials act impartially and objectively in their 
official duties.

	" Transparency and Accountability: Promoting transparency and accountability in decision-making 
processes to prevent conflicts of interest.

	" Public Interest: Ensuring that public policy decisions and actions serve the public interest and 
promote societal well-being.

	" Prevention of Bias: Ensuring that personal interests do not influence official duties and decision-
making processes.

	" Ethical Decision-Making: Promoting ethical decision-making in public policy to prevent conflicts of 
interest and maintain integrity in governance.

RELEVANT PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION 

Q:	Public servants are likely to confront issues of “Conflict of Interest.” What do you understand by 
the term “Conflict of Interest,” and how does it manifest in the decision-making by public servants? 
If faced with a conflict of interest situation, how would you resolve it? Explain with the help of 
examples. (2015)

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with conflict of interest in public policy. How can public 
officials ensure impartiality, transparency, and accountability in their actions?

38.	REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
CONTEXT: 	 Recently, the Parliament has passed  Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, under 

which a clause on using “deceitful means” to promise to marry a woman was 
penalized, after many cases emerged where women ask for their bodily rights 
(in case of pregnancy).
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	� Supreme Court’s         
Indian Provision in Abortion Right
	� Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act, 

2021: The provisions included in the Amendment Act:
	" Categories for termination of Pregnancy :

	� survivors of sexual assault or rape or incest
	� minors and women whose marital status changes 

during an ongoing pregnancy (widowhood and 
divorce)

	� women with physical disabilities
	� mentally ill women
	� cases of foetal malformation that has

	� a substantial risk of being incompatible with life
	� or if the child is born it may suffer from such 

physical
	� or mental abnormalities to be seriously 

handicapped
	� K S Puttuswami v/s Union of India: In the landmark 

judgment in KS Puttaswamy v Union of India, the Supreme 
Court recognised women’s constitutional right to make 
reproductive choices and the right to “abstain from 
procreating” was read into the right to privacy, dignity and 
bodily autonomy.

    	
 Intervention

	� SC Emphasizes Reproductive 
Rights: India’s Supreme Court 
underscores a woman’s right 
to make reproductive choices, 
criticizes undue interference.

	� Timely SC Intervention: A 
woman’s plea to terminate her 
pregnancy denied by Gujarat 
HC; SC’s swift review enabled 
her decision.

	� Promise of False marriage: 
Alleged “false promise to 
marry” relates to IPC Sections 
375 and 90, involving  invalid 
consent  due to  fear or 
misconception.

	� Issues

	" Relative Progressiveness 
of Laws: India’s abortion 
laws are more liberal than 
some U.S. states, but practical barriers persist.

	" Complex Obstacles: Medical, judicial, and societal barriers hinder legal and safe abortions in India, 
akin to some U.S. states.

	" Trauma of Violation: The Gujarat case highlights the additional trauma faced by victims when 
societal expectations collide with personal choices post-violation.

Arguments in Favor of Abortion Arguments Against Abortion

	� The fetus is not a person and does not meet 
criteria for personhood.

	� Human life begins at conception, so abortion is 
morally wrong.

	� The mother's right to life supersedes the 
fetus's right to use her body.

	� Abortion deprives the fetus of a potential future 
like ours.

	� Pregnancy may result from unintended 
circumstances, justifying abortion.

	� Killing an innocent human being is morally 
wrong.

	� Abortion may be necessary for the mother's 
mental or physical health.

	� Abortion goes against the principle of the 'Doctrine 
of double effect'.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with reproductive rights. How can policymakers ensure 
autonomy, access to healthcare, and non-discrimination in reproductive health decisions?
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39.	SURROGACY IN INDIA
CONTEXT: 	 In India, the practice of surrogacy has become a focal point of controversy 

due to its legislative framework, which is perceived by critics as outdated and 
discriminatory. Surrogacy, which has globally enabled individuals to achieve 
parenthood, faces stringent restrictions in India. These restrictions contrast 
sharply with the global trend towards recognizing women’s autonomy and 
their right to make personal reproductive choices.

	� Ethical Issues Involved:
	" Autonomy and Choice: The restrictive legislation in India limits women’s autonomy by imposing 

regulations that govern their reproductive choices. This raises ethical questions about the extent to 
which the state should intervene in personal decisions concerning reproduction.

	" Commercialization vs. Altruism: Indian surrogacy laws prohibit commercial surrogacy but allow 
altruistic surrogacy under strict conditions. This distinction raises ethical concerns about the 
commodification of women’s bodies and the potential exploitation of economically vulnerable 
women.

	" Rights of the Child: The rights and welfare of the child born through surrogacy are another ethical 
consideration. Questions arise regarding the child’s right to identity, nationality, and a secure legal 
status in cases involving international surrogacy arrangements.

	" Equality and Discrimination: The existing laws in India exclude certain groups, such as single 
individuals and same-sex couples, from accessing surrogacy services. This raises issues of 
discrimination based on marital status, sexual orientation, and gender identity.

MAINS QUESTION:

Q:	Critically analyze the legislative framework governing surrogacy in India. What are the ethical 
dilemmas associated with the current regulations? Suggest reforms needed to address these 
dilemmas.

**********
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1. CYBER SLAVERY: INDIA’S TRAPPED CITIZENS 
(FAKE JOB SCAM)IN CAMBODIA
CONTEXT: � The issue of cyber slavery involving over 5,000 Indian nationals trapped 

in Cambodia has recently come to light, highlighting a disturbing 
trend in organized crime. 

� Victims are lured under false pretenses of legitimate job opportunities 
but are coerced into participating in illegal cyber activities upon arrival. 
This scam underscores the severe exploitation and human rights 
abuses faced by vulnerable individuals seeking employment abroad.

� Ethical Consideration

Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana (PBBY): The Indian 
government mandates registered recruitment agents to 
purchase PBBY for migrant workers, offering benefits 
such as a Rs 10 lakh sum assured in case of death or 
work-related injuries, along with medical expense 
coverage, with a nominal premium.

The Indian 

" Human Trafficking and 
Exploitation: Victims are deceived 
and coerced into criminal 
activities, which constitutes 
modern-day slavery and human 
trafficking. Their basic rights and 
freedoms are grossly violated 
under false promises and threats 
of harm.

" Legal and Moral Responsibility: Ethical considerations extend to the responsibilities of both the 
recruiters and authorities involved in preventing and addressing such scams. There are questions 
about accountability and the duty to protect citizens from exploitation abroad.

ATTITUDE 
(MORAL & POLITICAL 

ATTITUDE)

2
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	" Regulation of International Recruitment: Lack of stringent regulations and oversight in international 
recruitment and labor migration facilitates such criminal enterprises. Ethical frameworks should 
address the need for robust protections and monitoring mechanisms to prevent such exploitation.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	In the light of recent fake job scam in Cambodia, discuss ethical guidelines and protections for 
vulnerable migrant workers in the global context.

2.	 PRIORITISING SAFETY: LESSONS FROM RECENT FIRES 
CONTEXT: 	 � 	The tragic events at a children’s hospital in Delhi and a gaming zone 

in Rajkot brought into focus the state of safety standards nationwide 
and the urgent need for robust enforcement measures to avert such 
tragedies.

	 � The incidents at these establishments exposed deficiencies in fire 
prevention and emergency response protocols. The children’s hospital 
lacked adequate fire exits and firefighting equipment, while the gaming 
zone suffered from overcrowding and inadequate fire safety measures.

	� Ethical Issue                	

Fire Safety Norms in India
	� Regulatory Framework: India’s fire safety regulations are 

primarily governed by the National Building Code (NBC) 
and state-level laws. The NBC, updated in 2016, outlines 
construction, maintenance, and fire safety standards. States 
enforce these through their own fire services acts and 
building bylaws.

	� Building Bylaws: The ‘Model Building Bye Laws 2016’ 
provide states with guidelines for fire protection, including 
evacuation procedures and structural requirements like 
dedicated staircases.

Incident Data
	� Causes: Electrical short circuits are a common cause, leading 

to significant property damage and loss of life.
	� Historical Incidents: Tragic incidents like the Uphaar 

Cinema fire (1997) and the Kumbakonam school fire (2004) 
underscore the ongoing challenges in fire safety.

	" The ethical concern revolves 
around the responsibility 
of authorities, building 
owners, and stakeholders 
to prioritize and enforce 
stringent fire safety 
standards. 

	" Negligence in adhering 
to these standards not 
only jeopardizes lives but 
also raises questions about 
ethical governance and 
corporate responsibility 
towards public safety.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Analyse the ethical 
dimensions of ensuring fire 
safety standards in public 
establishments in India, with 
reference to recent tragic 
incidents.

3.	 UNPRECEDENTED DISASTER: ETHICS IN CRISIS 
MANAGEMENT (FLOOD, FIRE, HEATWAVE)

CONTEXT: 	 The year 2024 has witnessed an unprecedented surge in natural disasters, 
including severe heatwaves, and devastating fires. These events have not only 
tested the resilience of communities but also raised critical ethical questions 
concerning crisis management and preparedness.
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	� Ethical Dimension
	" At the heart of the issue lies the ethical imperative to prioritize human safety and well-being amidst 

escalating climate-related disasters. 
	" Ethical considerations include 

	� equitable distribution of resources
	� transparency in decision-making
	� accountability in disaster preparedness and response

PRACTICE QUESTION:

Q:	With reference to the unprecedented surge in natural disasters in 2024, including severe heatwaves, 
landslides, and fires, discuss the ethical imperatives in crisis management and preparedness.

4.	 CULTURAL SENSITIVITY IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CONTEXT: 	 A recent incident involving a sub-inspector forcefully disrupting individuals 

praying beside a road has sparked public outrage and raised significant 
concerns about law enforcement’s approach to cultural sensitivities. 
The incident underscores the need for police officers to receive 
specialized training in ethical conduct and cultural awareness.

	 The sub-inspector’s aggressive actions to clear space for traffic amidst 
people praying on the road have led to public protests and his 
immediate suspension pending investigation. 

	� Ethical Consideration:
	" Trust and Accountability: Incidents like these undermine public trust in law enforcement and call 

for accountability measures.
	" Legal and Ethical Standards: Training should emphasize adherence to legal and ethical standards 

in policing activities.
	" Community Engagement: Effective training should promote positive community relations and 

respectful interactions.

MAINS QUESTION

Q:	 	Suggest measures to enhance police training programs to ensure officers respect diverse cultural 
practices and maintain ethical standards in their interactions with the public.
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Case Study
In a bustling city, a religious shrine situated in a congested area has faced space constraints, leading 
devotees to pray on the adjacent road during peak hours. A sub-inspector, tasked with managing traffic 
flow, encounters this situation and aggressively disperses the praying individuals to clear the road for 
traffic. 
The sub-inspector's forceful actions include pushing and shouting at individuals who are peacefully 
praying on the road, citing obstruction of traffic as the reason for his actions. His approach, characterized 
by physical aggression and disregard for the cultural sensitivity of the religious practice, escalates 
tensions and prompts local residents and religious leaders to gather in protest outside the nearest police 
station. This incident is captured on video and quickly spreads on social media, sparking public outrage 
and protests.
In light of the ethical dilemma presented, being sub-inspector’s friend, what considerations should 
guide your decision to financially assist a friend in dire need, despite ethical concerns surrounding the 
use of the borrowed funds?
(a) Identify the moral dilemma faced by you.
(b) Analyse your role and duties as a friend, and propose a suitable course of action.

5.	 PSYCHOANALYSIS: ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
AND APPLICATIONS

CONTEXT: 	 Recently, the Delhi Police conducted psychoanalysis tests for all accused in 
the Parliament security breach case (intruders entered Lok Sabha Chamber 
and released a yellow-coloured smoke canister)

	� Psychoanalysis: Psychoanalysis, pioneered by Sigmund Freud, explores the unconscious mind to 
address mental health issues. It delves into unconscious desires, fears, and conflicts, often stemming 
from early experiences, shaping thoughts, behaviors, and personality.

	� Key Ethical Issues:
	" Informed Consent: Patients must fully understand psychoanalysis, including potential benefits, 

risks, and alternatives, before treatment begins. This ensures respect for autonomy and safeguards 
against ethical violations.

	" Confidentiality: Maintaining patient confidentiality is crucial, except when there is a threat to the 
patient or others. Balancing confidentiality with the duty to protect can pose ethical dilemmas for 
therapists.

	" Transference and Countertransference: Both patients and therapists may experience strong emotions 
based on past experiences. Managing these ethically is essential to prevent them from interfering 
with treatment or professional boundaries.

	" Cultural Sensitivity: Therapists must be culturally competent and aware of biases to provide 
respectful and effective care that considers diverse backgrounds and perspectives.

MAINS QUESTION 

Q:	What are the issues faced by psychotherapists in maintaining confidentiality while balancing the 
duty to warn in cases where patients pose a risk to themselves or others?

**********



MAINS SAMPOORNA    ETHICS 33

https://iasscore.in/

1.	 A MOCKERY OF PEDAGOGIC ETHICS 
CONTEXT:	  In a disturbing incident in Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, a teacher at a private 

school instructed her students to slap a seven-year-old Muslim boy as a form 
of discipline. This incident has sparked widespread outrage, highlighting 
serious ethical issues in the education system, particularly concerning teacher 
conduct and child rights.

	� Ethical Issues:

	" Professional Conduct of Teachers: The teacher’s directive to physically harm a student crosses 
ethical boundaries of professional conduct. It violates principles of child protection and respectful 
interaction in educational settings.

	" Child Rights Violation: The incident constitutes a clear violation of the child’s rights, including 
physical safety and emotional well-being. Such actions can have lasting negative effects on the child’s 
development and trust in educational institutions.

	" Ethical Responsibility of Educators: Educators have a moral duty to create a safe and nurturing 
environment for students. This includes upholding ethical standards of behavior and avoiding any 
form of physical or emotional abuse.

	" Role of Teacher Training and Oversight: The incident underscores deficiencies in teacher training 
and supervision. It raises questions about the effectiveness of regulatory bodies in ensuring adherence 
to ethical standards in educational practices.

	" Community and Cultural Sensitivity: The fact that the victim was a Muslim child adds another 
layer of ethical concern, touching upon issues of cultural sensitivity and respect for diversity within 
educational settings.

EMOTIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE

3
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Case Study
In a quiet rural village in Uttar Pradesh, a private school managed by a determined and entrepreneurial 
teacher has recently become embroiled in a public uproar. The controversy erupted when a teacher, 
grappling with disciplinary issues, instructed several students to physically reprimand a seven-year-
old Muslim boy in front of his peers. Allegedly, the teacher believed this harsh measure was necessary 
to maintain order and discipline in the classroom.
Q:	What ethical considerations should guide teachers in disciplining students, particularly in 

diverse cultural contexts?
Q:	How can schools promote cultural sensitivity and ensure equitable treatment of all students, 

regardless of background?
Q:	Discuss the role of community and societal expectations in shaping disciplinary practices within 

educational institutions.

2.	 BATTLE WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE
CONTEXT: 	 Punjab remains under the grip of drug menace.  Punjab’s youngsters continue 

to be in the grip of drug addiction just as their predecessors were decades ago. 
Despite efforts to curb drug abuse, the problem persists, affecting societal 
well-being, economic productivity, and public health.

	� Ethical Considerations:
	" Government Responsibility: Ethical governance demands effective policies and interventions to 

address the root causes of drug addiction, ensuring the welfare and future prospects of Punjab’s 
youth.

	" Public Health and Well-being: Ensuring access to rehabilitation and healthcare services for addicts 
is crucial, reflecting ethical principles of compassion and social justice.

	" Law Enforcement Integrity: Upholding ethical standards in law enforcement to combat drug 
trafficking and corruption, ensuring fairness and accountability in justice delivery.

	" Community Empowerment: Ethical governance involves empowering communities through 
education and awareness programs to prevent drug abuse and support recovery efforts.

Case Study
As an IAS officer posted in a district of Punjab, you are confronted with the pervasive issue of drug 
addiction among the youth. Despite various initiatives over the years, the problem persists, affecting 
families, communities, and overall societal well-being. Recent reports highlight a surge in drug-related 
crimes and health issues, indicating the urgency for comprehensive intervention.
As an IAS officer in charge of addressing the drug menace in Punjab:
Q:	How would you ethically prioritize your strategies to combat drug addiction while ensuring the 

protection of human rights and dignity?
Q:	Discuss your approach to fostering collaboration between law enforcement agencies, healthcare 

providers, and community stakeholders to implement effective preventive and rehabilitative 
measures.

Q:	In what ways would you engage with local communities to raise awareness, reduce stigma, and 
promote sustainable solutions to drug addiction?

**********
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ETHICS IN 
GOVERNANCE

1. PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES & ETHICS
CONTEXT:  The Lok Sabha Ethics Committee’s actions against Mahua Moitra, an All India 

Trinamool Congress MP from West Bengal, have sparked a  public debate 
about accountability, abuse of power, and the balance between privilege and 
public interest.

� Concerns
" Abuse of Privileges and Accountability: Instances where parliamentary privileges are used to 

obstruct justice, evade legal scrutiny, or engage in unethical behavior.
� Solutions: Implementing clear guidelines for the ethical use of privileges, establishing independent 

oversight bodies, and promoting a culture of accountability within the legislature.
" Transparency in Parliamentary Proceedings: The use of privileges to conduct secretive proceedings 

or withhold information from the public.
� Solutions: Enhancing transparency by making parliamentary proceedings more open to public 

scrutiny, and ensuring that privileges are not used to shield unethical behavior.
" Balancing Privilege and Public Interest: The challenge of ensuring that parliamentary privileges are 

used to protect the democratic process rather than individual or partisan interests.
� Solutions: Strengthening ethical training for parliamentarians, promoting a culture of service to 

the public, and involving civil society in monitoring the use of privileges.

 FACT BOX: 

Role of the Lok Sabha Ethics Committee: 
� The Lok Sabha Ethics Committee was established in 2000 to investigate complaints related to the 

unethical conduct of MPs and recommend action. 

4
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	� The term “unethical conduct” is not explicitly defined, leaving it to the committee’s discretion.
	� Parliamentary vs. Judicial Investigations: Parliamentary investigations differ from judicial probes. 

Parliament has investigative powers to scrutinize the executive and protect its dignity. Investigations 
are conducted by parliamentary committees consisting of MPs, not judicially trained individuals.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical considerations involved in the use of parliamentary privileges. How can 
these privileges be balanced with the need for accountability and transparency in the legislative 
process?

2.	 JUDICIAL ETHICS: JUDICIAL MAJORITARIANISM

Introduction: � 	Majoritarianism refers to the dominance and exercise of power by the 
majority group in a society. India’s diversity (religiously, linguistically, 
and culturally) makes majoritarianism a complex issue. Recently, 
there’s been concern about how courts often favor the views of the 
majority without fully considering dissenting opinions or thoroughly 
analyzing arguments and evidence (e.g.-demonetization)

	 � 	Judicial majoritarianism refers to the practice where decisions by majority 
vote among judges determine the outcome of cases, which can raise 
ethical concerns about fairness, impartiality, and minority rights.

	� Analysis 

	" Fairness and Minority Rights

	� Issues: The risk that majority decisions may not fully consider the perspectives and rights of 
minority groups.

	� Solutions: Ensuring thorough deliberation and consideration of minority opinions, and 
implementing mechanisms to protect minority rights in judicial decisions.

	" Impartiality and Integrity

	� Issues: Personal biases and external influences can affect the impartiality and integrity of judges.

	� Solutions: Strengthening ethical training for judges, establishing codes of conduct, and promoting 
a culture of judicial independence.

	" Transparency in Decision-Making

	� Issues: Lack of transparency in how majority decisions are reached can undermine public trust.

	� Solutions: Enhancing transparency by providing detailed reasoning for decisions, and ensuring 
open access to judicial proceedings and records.

	� Accountability and Oversight

	" Issues: The challenge of holding judges accountable while maintaining judicial independence.

	" Solutions: Establishing independent oversight bodies, promoting peer review mechanisms, and 
encouraging public scrutiny of judicial conduct.
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Key areas where majoritarianism can impact constitutional rights:

Constitutional Right Impact of Majoritarianism

Right to Equality (Article 14)
Potential for discriminatory practices and unequal treatment 
based on majority preferences

Freedom of Religion (Article 25)
Pressure on religious minorities to conform to majority practices, 
limiting religious freedom.

Right against Discrimination 
 (Article 15)

Systemic discrimination against minorities, denying equal 
protection under the law.

Cultural and Linguistic Rights  
(Articles 29 and 30)

Imposition of  dominant culture or language, neglecting minority 
cultural and linguistic identities.

Right to Personal Autonomy 
(Article 21)

Restrictions on personal freedoms due to societal norms 
influenced by the majority.

Right to Participate in  
Public Life

Marginalization of  minority voices in political decision-making 
and representation

Right to Access Justice  
(Article 14)

Bias in judicial proceedings leading to unequal treatment or denial 
of  justice for minorities.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with judicial majoritarianism. How can the judiciary 
balance majority rule with fairness, impartiality, and the protection of minority rights?

3.	 JUDICIAL ETHICS: RECUSAL BY JUDGES
	� Introduction Judicial ethics encompasses the principles and standards that guide the conduct of judges to 

ensure fairness, impartiality, and integrity in the judicial process. Recusal, the act of a judge withdrawing 
from a case due to potential bias or conflict of interest, is a critical aspect of judicial ethics. 

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Impartiality: Ensuring that judges are free from bias and can make fair decisions.
	" Integrity: Upholding high moral standards and avoiding conflicts of interest.
	" Transparency: Ensuring that judicial decisions are made transparently and that reasons for recusal 

are clear.

	" Public Trust: Maintaining public confidence in the judiciary by upholding ethical standards.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with judicial recusal. How can the judiciary ensure that 
recusal practices are consistent, transparent, and maintain public trust?

4.	 INTERNET SHUTDOWNS AND ETHICS
CONTEXT: India witnessed the highest number of Internet shutdowns in the world in 2023, 

a record it has held for the sixth straight year. Shutdowns in Manipur and 
Punjab last year led to millions being cut off from the Internet.
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	� Impact of internet shutdown:

	" Infringement on fundamental rights, Economic loss, hinders democratic participation disproportionate 
impacts on marginalised groups, and the shielding of atrocities.

	" Severe impact in Manipur (particularly for women): Shutdowns made it more difficult to document 
rampant atrocities, including murder, rape, arson, and other gender-based violence, and thereby 
hold perpetrators accountable. 

	� Ethical considerations 

	" Freedom of Expression and Access to Information: Shutdowns can prevent individuals from 
accessing essential information and communicating freely, which are fundamental democratic 
rights.
	� Solutions: Ensuring that shutdowns are only used as a last resort, and exploring alternative 

measures to address security concerns without infringing on rights.
	" Economic and Social Impact: Internet shutdowns can disrupt economic activities, education, 

healthcare, and emergency services.
	� Solutions: Conducting impact assessments before implementing shutdowns, and providing 

compensation and support to affected individuals and businesses.
	" Transparency and Accountability: Decisions to implement shutdowns are often made without 

public consultation or transparency, leading to a lack of accountability.
	� Solutions: Establishing clear legal frameworks, ensuring public consultation, and requiring 

authorities to provide detailed justifications and reports on shutdowns.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical implications of internet shutdowns in a democratic society. How can governments 
balance national security concerns with the need to protect fundamental rights?

5.	 THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF ETHICS IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION AND HUMAN LIFE

CONTEXT: Ethics, the bedrock of moral principles and values, serves a fundamental 
purpose in guiding human behavior towards what is considered right and 
just. It promotes virtues such as honesty, integrity, fairness, respect for 
others, and responsibility, aiming to enhance individual conduct and societal 
interactions.

	� Ethics in Human Life

	" In everyday life, ethics plays a pivotal role in shaping personal choices and interactions. It provides 
a moral framework that individuals rely upon to navigate complex decisions, ensuring actions are 
aligned with principles that promote harmony, justice, and mutual respect. 

	" By adhering to ethical standards, individuals contribute to their own moral development and foster 
positive relationships within their communities.

	� Ethics in Public Administration

	" Issues such as corruption, favoritism, and misuse of power can undermine ethical behavior and 
erode public trust. However, ethics assumes heightened significance due to its impact on governance 
and public trust. 

	" It ensures that public officials and administrators prioritize the public interest above personal or 
organizational interests.
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	" Promoting Transparency and Accountability
	" Fostering Public Trust

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q:	What does ethics seek to promote in human life? Why is it all the more important in Public 
Administration?  (2014)

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Why is ethics crucial in Public Administration? Discuss its role in promoting transparency, 
accountability, and public trust in governance.

6.	 POLITICAL ETHICS AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST
CONTEXT: 	 Political ethics and conflict of interest involve ensuring that political leaders 

and public officials act in the best interest of the public and avoid situations 
where their personal interests conflict with their official duties. The ethics of 
political conduct are crucial for maintaining public trust, accountability, and 
integrity in governance.

	� Key ethical considerations 
•	 Conflicts of Interest: Preventing situations where personal interests conflict with official duties and 

compromise ethical conduct.
o	Solutions: Establishing clear guidelines for identifying and addressing conflicts of  interest, 

promoting transparency in decision-making processes, and ensuring that conflicts of  interest are 
addressed promptly and ethically.

•	 Transparency and Accountability: Ensuring transparency and accountability in political conduct to prevent 
misconduct and corruption.

o	Solutions: Establishing clear guidelines and regulations for political conduct, promoting 
transparency in decision-making processes, and ensuring accountability mechanisms are in place.

•	 Integrity and Trust: Maintaining integrity and trust in political leaders and public officials is crucial for 
effective governance.

•	 Public Interest vs. Personal Gain: Balancing public interest with personal gain and addressing ethical 
dilemmas in political conduct.

o	Solutions: Promoting ethical decision-making in political conduct, addressing conflicts of  interest 
promptly, and ensuring that political decisions and actions serve the public interest.

•	 Ethical Dilemmas: Addressing ethical dilemmas and ensuring that political decisions and actions adhere to 
ethical principles.

RELEVANT PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q:	Public servants are likely to confront issues of “Conflict of Interest.” What do you understand by 
the term “Conflict of Interest,” and how does it manifest in the decision-making by public servants? 
If faced with a conflict of interest situation, how would you resolve it? Explain with the help of 
examples. (2015)

Q:	Conflict of interest in the public sector arises when (a) official duties, (b) public interest, and (c) 
personal interest are taking priority one above the other. How can this conflict in administration be 
resolved? Describe with an example. (2017)

Q:	What is meant by conflict of interest? Illustrate with examples, the difference between the actual and 
potential conflict of interest. (2018)

Q:	Practice Question Discuss the ethical challenges associated with political conduct and conflict 
of interest. How can political leaders and public officials ensure integrity, transparency, and 
accountability in their actions?
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7.	 ETHICS FOR LEGISLATORS
CONTEXT: India probably faced one of the biggest sexual abuse cases (PrajwalRevanna, 

an incumbent MP) in its recent history. What needs to be discussed in this 
development is the ‘moral bankruptcy of political parties and legislators’.

	� Concerns

	" Corruption and Bribery: Legislators may face temptations of corruption and bribery, which can 
undermine public trust and integrity.

	" Lack of Accountability: Legislators may lack accountability for unethical actions and decisions.

	" Transparency Issues: Lack of transparency in legislative processes can lead to public distrust and 
undermine democratic values.

	" Conflict of Interest: Legislators may face conflicts of interest that compromise their ability to act in 
the public interest.

	" Ethical Dilemmas: Legislators may encounter ethical dilemmas that require balancing competing 
values and interests.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	How can ethical conduct in legislation be promoted to ensure integrity, accountability, and 
transparency?

8.	 ETHICS IN DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
CONTEXT: 	 Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) encompasses platforms and services such 

as digital identification, financial inclusion tools, and online public services. 
Ensuring the ethical deployment and management of DPI is crucial for 
protecting citizens’ rights and fostering trust in digital systems.

	� Concerns

	" Data Security: Risks of data breaches and unauthorized access.

	� Solutions: Implementing robust data protection laws and practices, such as encryption and secure 
access controls.

	" Digital Divide: Inequality in access to digital services between different socio-economic groups.

	� Solutions: Government initiatives to expand internet access, provide digital literacy training, and 
ensure affordable devices.

	" Surveillance: Potential for government surveillance and misuse of data.

	� Solutions: Establishing clear legal frameworks and oversight mechanisms to protect citizens’ 
privacy rights.

	" Algorithmic Bias: Biases in algorithms leading to discrimination in service delivery.

	� Solutions: Regular auditing of algorithms and incorporating fairness and transparency in their 
design.

	" Informed Consent: Ensuring that users understand how their data is being used.

	� Solutions: Simplifying consent processes and providing clear, accessible information about data 
usage.
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 FACT BOX: 

� Global Standards: The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the EU sets a high standard 
for data privacy and security, emphasizing user consent and data protection by design.

� Indian CONTEXT: The Personal Data Protection Bill aims to provide a framework for data protection 
in India, outlining rights for individuals and obligations for data processors.

RELEVANT PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q: The current internet expansion has instilled a different set of cultural values which are often in 
conflict with traditional values. Discuss. (2020)

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q: Analyze the ethical issues associated with the deployment of Digital Public Infrastructure in India. 
How can these issues be addressed to ensure fair and secure digital governance?

9. ETHICS & DRONES
CONTEXT: Drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), have rapidly become a key 

technology with applications ranging from military use to commercial delivery 
services. As drones become more integrated into various sectors, ethical 
considerations surrounding their use become increasingly important.

� Concerns

" Privacy Violations: Unauthorized surveillance and data collection by drones.

� Solutions: Implementing strict regulations on drone surveillance, requiring warrants for certain 
uses, and establishing no-fly zones over private property.

" Security Risks: Potential for drones to be used for malicious purposes, such as terrorism or 
espionage.

� Solutions: Developing technologies to detect and mitigate rogue drones, setting strict operational 
guidelines, and training operators thoroughly.

" Regulatory Challenges: Difficulty in creating and enforcing regulations that keep pace with 
technological advancements.

� Solutions: Establishing adaptive regulatory frameworks that evolve with technology, international 
cooperation on drone regulations, and public consultation in policymaking.

" Ethical Use in Warfare: Use of drones in military operations raises questions about accountability, 
civilian casualties, and the nature of combat.

� Solutions: Adopting strict rules of engagement, increasing transparency in military operations, 
and ensuring accountability for wrongful acts.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q: Discuss the ethical implications of drone technology in both civilian and military applications. How 
can regulatory frameworks address these ethical concerns?
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10.	ETHICS & ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
CONTEXT: Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming industries and societies by automating 

tasks, enhancing decision-making, and creating new opportunities. However, 
the rapid advancement of AI technology raises significant ethical questions 
that need to be addressed to ensure its beneficial and fair use.

	� Concerns
	" Algorithmic Bias: AI systems can perpetuate and amplify existing biases.

	� Solutions: Implementing fairness checks, diversifying training datasets, and involving ethicists in 
AI development.

	" Lack of Transparency: AI decisions can be opaque, making it difficult to understand how outcomes 
are derived.
	� Solutions: Developing interpretable AI models, using techniques for explainable AI (XAI), and 

ensuring transparency in AI decision-making processes.
	" Privacy Violations: AI systems can process vast amounts of personal data, raising concerns about 

data security and privacy.
	� Solutions: Implementing robust data protection laws, using anonymization techniques, and 

ensuring user consent for data use.
	" Accountability Issues: Determining who is responsible for AI decisions can be challenging.

	� Solutions: Establishing clear accountability frameworks, requiring AI impact assessments, and 
creating regulatory bodies to oversee AI deployment.

	" Impact on Employment: Automation of jobs by AI can lead to significant workforce displacement.
	� Solutions: Promoting reskilling and upskilling programs, encouraging AI-human collaboration, 

and implementing social safety nets.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges posed by artificial intelligence in various sectors. What measures can 
be taken to ensure ethical AI development and deployment?

11.	 ETHICS OF ARBITRATION
CONTEXT:  Arbitration in India has not grown properly as it is accepted to becomplex, 

an  additional tier in the conventional litigation ladder, lack of trust, 
inefficiency.

	� Concerns
	" Bias and Conflicts of Interest: Ensuring that arbitrators do not have any biases or conflicts of interest 

that could affect their impartiality.
	� Solutions: Implementing strict rules for the disclosure of potential conflicts of interest, promoting 

the use of neutral third-party institutions to appoint arbitrators, and providing training for 
arbitrators on ethical conduct.

	" Confidentiality vs. Transparency: Balancing the need for confidentiality with the need for 
transparency in the arbitration process.
	� Solutions: Establishing clear guidelines on confidentiality, ensuring that the reasons for decisions 

are provided transparently
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" Access to Justice: Ensuring that all parties, particularly weaker parties, have equal access to arbitration 
and that the process is not skewed in favor of more powerful parties.
� Solutions: Ensuring that arbitration agreements are fair and not coercive, providing legal aid and 

support for weaker parties, and promoting the use of arbitration in public interest matters.
" Enforcement of Ethical Standards: Ensuring that ethical standards are enforced and that there are 

consequences for unethical behavior.
� Solutions: Establishing ethical codes and standards for arbitrators, creating oversight mechanisms, 

and providing avenues for challenging and reviewing arbitration decisions.

 FACT BOX: 

� Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) includes various methods of settling a dispute without 
getting into the intricacies of the court.

� Type of ADR process: Arbitration, Mediation, negotiation, and conciliation
� Arbitration:  It is a quasi-judicial proceeding.In this form of dispute resolution, the parties decide 

the rules of the process and appoint their own judge (referred to as the ‘arbitrator’), who decides the 
matter between the parties
" Arbitration in India is governed by the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996.

Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996.
� This act gives the provisions for
" International Commercial arbitration
" domestic arbitration
" enforcement of foreign Arbitral awards

� It is based on the UN model law so as to equate with the law adopted by the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

� The Act has been amended in 2015, 2019 and 2021

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q: Analyze the ethical challenges in arbitration. How can arbitration processes be reformed to ensure 
fairness, impartiality, and transparency?

**********
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1.	 ETHICS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: TRADE 
AND WAR

CONTEXT: 	 In the wake of Gaza war, experts examine how laws of armed conflict are applied, 
along with ethical and moral considerations. They face challenges in applying 
these principles to the Israel-Hamas conflict due to its complexity. Ethics in 
international trade and war are critical for promoting global cooperation, 
protecting human rights, and ensuring sustainable development.

	� Violence as an instrument: Sovereign states have historically employed violence as an instrument of 
state policy to achieve political objectives. 

	" The realm of International Relations has been marked by repetition and recurrence premised on the 
realist assumptions that war is inevitable either due to human nature (classical realism) or anarchy 
(neo-realists) which have predominated the discourse on understanding use of force by states 

	� Challenges: Civilian casualties, use of prohibited weapons of mass destruction, and the long-term 
impact of conflicts on societies.

	� Application of Just War Ethic  (Theory of Just War)
	" The Just War Ethic guides ethical considerations in warfare globally. It is not formally part of 

international law but influences moral and political debates.
	" Debates Influenced by Just War Ethic
	" Testing and Use of Nuclear Weapons

	� Moral and political dimensions debated globally.
	� Not explicitly authorized by the United Nations Charter.

	" Combatting Terrorism

ETHICAL ISSUES IN 
INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS

5
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	� Balancing moral imperatives with political strategies.
	� Justification for military actions often scrutinized.

	" Humanitarian Intervention
	� Interventions to save lives and protect human rights.
	� Legitimacy questioned without explicit UN authorization.

	" Unjust War in the 21st Century
	� Use of military force in violation of the United Nations Charter.
	� Sovereign states must adhere to international legal frameworks.

	" Just War in the 21st Century
	� Military force authorized by the United Nations Security Council.
	� Right to self-defense against armed attack, as recognized under international law.

	" Role of International Law
	� Pacta Sunt Servanda Principle: Obligation to uphold treaties, including the UN Charter.
	� UN Charter sets guidelines for the lawful use of force.
	� Geneva Convention (1949)
	� International Criminal Court in the Hague (jurisdiction over war crimes)
	� International Humanitarian Law (IHL)

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges in international trade and warfare. How can international organizations 
and treaties help in promoting ethical conduct among nations?

2.	 ETHICS OF MIGRATION
CONTEXT: 	 World Migration Report 2024 reveals significant shifts in global migration 

patterns, including a record number of displaced people and a major increase 
in international remittances.    International migration remains a driver of 
human development and economic growth, highlighted by a more than 650 
per cent increase in international remittances from 2000 to 2022, rising from 
USD 128 billion to USD 831 billion.

	� Concerns
	" Human Rights Violations: Migrants often face exploitation, discrimination, and human rights 

abuses.
	" Social and Economic Integration: Ensuring that migrants can integrate into host communities and 

contribute economically and socially.
	" Policy and Legal Frameworks: Developing fair and effective migration policies that balance security 

and humanitarian concerns.
	" Public Perception and Xenophobia: Addressing negative public perceptions and xenophobia 

towards migrants.
	" Responsibilities of States: Ensuring that both sending and receiving countries uphold their 

responsibilities towards migrants.

RELEVANT PYQ

Q:	“Refugees should not be turned back to the country where they would face persecution or human 
right violation.” Examine the statement with reference to the ethical dimension being violated by 
the nation claiming to be democratic with an open society. (2021)
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PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Analyze the ethical challenges associated with migration. How can states balance security concerns 
with the need to uphold the rights and dignity of migrants?

3.	 ETHICS & GREY-ZONE WARFARE
CONTEXT: 	 Grey-zone warfare refers to the use of ambiguous, covert, and non-

traditional military tactics to achieve strategic objectives without engaging 
in open conflict. This form of warfare includes cyber attacks, economic 
coercion, misinformation, and proxy wars. The ethics of grey-zone warfare 
involve ensuring that such tactics adhere to international laws and ethical 
principles, preventing harm to civilians, and maintaining accountability and 
transparency.

	� Concerns

	" Legal Ambiguity: Grey-zone tactics often operate in legal grey areas, complicating efforts to enforce 
international laws.

	" Civilian Harm: Non-traditional tactics can inadvertently harm civilians and non-combatants.

	" Lack of Accountability: Covert operations and proxy wars can lack transparency and 
accountability.

	" Escalation Risks: Grey-zone tactics can escalate tensions and lead to open conflict.

	" Ethical Dilemmas: Balancing strategic objectives with ethical principles can be challenging.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with grey-zone warfare. How can states ensure that grey-
zone tactics adhere to international laws and ethical principles?

4.	 ETHICS AND PAPER LEAKS
CONTEXT: 	 The NEET exam scandal has brought attention to widespread paper leaks 

across states like Gujarat and Bihar, raising significant concerns about the 
integrity of India’s examination systems and governance.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" The inflation of scores presents several critical issues:

	� Firstly, it undermines the principle of meritocracy. The primary purpose of NEET is to differentiate 
candidates based on their knowledge and aptitude for medical studies. 

	� When scores are inflated, the ability to discern between truly exceptional candidates and those who 
are merely good becomes blurred. This not only demotivates students who might have genuinely 
excelled but also creates a misleading representation of academic excellence.

	� Paper leaks erode trust in the education system and can have long-term negative impacts on societal 
trust.

	� Impact on Society: The consequences of paper leaks extend beyond individual candidates, 
impacting the credibility of institutions and the value of qualifications.
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	� Required Measures:	 Public Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Act, 2024
	� The Public Examinations (Prevention of 

Unfair Means) Act, 2024 aims to prevent 
“unfair means” in order to “bring greater 
transparency, fairness and credibility to the 
public examinations system”.

	� Exams come under the Act:
	" Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC):  Civil Services Examination, 
Combined Defence Services Examinations, 
Combined Medical Services Examination, 
Engineering Services Examination, etc.

	" Staff Selection Commission (SSC): Group 
C (non-technical) and Group B (non-
gazetted) jobs in the central government

	" Railway Recruitment Boards 
(RRBs): Groups C and D staff in the Indian 
Railways

	" Institute of Banking Personnel Selection 
(IBPS): for nationalised banks and regional 
rural banks (RRBs)

	" National Testing Agency (NTA):  JEE 
(Main), NEET-UG, UGC-NET, the Common 
University Entrance Test (CUET), etc.

	� Section 9 of the Act  states that all offences 
shall be  cognizable, non-bailable, and non-
compoundable.

	" Ethically, it is crucial to design a tie-
breaking system that upholds fairness 
and minimises arbitrariness. Random 
selection or reliance on criteria such as 
age or application number may appear 
random or unfair to the candidates. 

	" Developing more sophisticated 
methods, possibly incorporating 
additional assessments or criteria that 
better reflect the candidates’ potential, 
might be necessary to uphold fairness.

	" Role of coaching industry: The coaching 
industry also bears ethical responsibility. 
It should aim to support students’ 
genuine learning and preparation rather 
than merely teaching to the test.	

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated 
with paper leaks in examinations. How can 
examination authorities ensure fairness, 
transparency, and accountability in the 
examination process?

**********
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MORAL THINKERS & 
PHILOSOPHERS

1.	 CONTRIBUTIONS OF MORAL THINKERS AND 
PHILOSOPHERS FROM INDIA & THE WORLD
	� Chanakya (Kautilya/Vishnugupta)

	" Known for the Arthashastra, an ancient Indian political text.

	" Advisor to Chandragupta Maurya, helping establish the Mauryan Empire.

	" Emphasized the king’s responsibility for justice, welfare, and Dharma.

	� Mahatma Gandhi

	" Advocate of truth (Satya) and nonviolence (Ahimsa).

	" Focused on spiritual and moral growth, emphasizing simplicity and self-sufficiency.

	" Promoted Swaraj (self-governance) and socio-economic equality.

	� Swami Vivekananda

	" Introduced Vedanta philosophy and Karma Yoga.

	" Emphasized education, patriotism, and spiritual awakening.

	" Advocated for human dignity, national pride, and religious tolerance.

	� Buddha

	" Taught the Middle Path to achieve happiness, focusing on individual responsibility.

	" Four Noble Truths and Eightfold Path are central teachings.

	" Preached nonviolence and ethical conduct (Five Precepts).

6
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	� AdiShankaracharya
	" Propounded Advaita Vedanta, emphasizing non-dualism (Advaita).
	" Established Mathas across India to spread his teachings.
	" Wrote commentaries on the Vedas and Upanishads, promoting spiritual wisdom.

Outside India

	� Socrates (Greece)
	" Considered the father of Western philosophy.
	" Known for the Socratic method of questioning and critical thinking.
	" Emphasized self-knowledge and ethics.

	� Plato (Greece)
	" Student of Socrates and teacher of Aristotle.
	" Founded the Academy in Athens, one of the earliest institutions of higher learning.
	" Known for his theory of Forms and his writings on justice, politics, and metaphysics.

	� Aristotle (Greece)
	" Student of Plato and tutor to Alexander the Great.
	" Contributed to logic, metaphysics, ethics, politics, and natural sciences.
	" Developed theories on virtue ethics and the golden mean.

	� Laozi (China)
	" Founder of Taoism (Daoism).
	" Authored the Tao Te Ching, emphasizing simplicity, spontaneity, and living in harmony with 

nature.
	" Promoted the concept of Wu Wei (effortless action) and the Tao (Way).

	� Immanuel Kant (Germany)
	" Key figure in modern philosophy, known for his Critique of Pure Reason and groundwork in 

ethics.
	" Introduced the categorical imperative as a universal moral principle.
	" Explored concepts of metaphysics, epistemology, and aesthetics.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q:	Which eminent personality has inspired you the most in the context of ethical conduct in life? Give 
the Gist of his/her teachings. Giving specific examples,describe how you have been able to apply 
these teachings for your own ethical development. (2014)

2.	 FROM KAUTILYA TO IMMANUEL KANT: LESSONS 
FOR A WORLD AT ‘WAR’
CONTEXT: 	 � 	Immanuel Kant’s philosophical ideas, particularly on reason, rationality, 

and ethics, resonate deeply in today’s global landscape marked by 
geopolitical complexities, technological advancements, and ethical 
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dilemmas. 

	 � 	Kant advocated for perpetual peace, universal moral principles, and 
the dignity of all individuals, concepts that are being re-examined 
against the backdrop of modern challenges such as nationalism, 
global terrorism, and digital transformation.

	� Ethical Consideration: The primary ethical consideration revolves around the application of Kantian 
principles in international relations. 

	" Kant’s emphasis on reason and morality as guiding forces in political action contrasts with the 
realities of power politics, where expedient rationale often trumps ethical considerations.

	" The ethical dilemma lies in reconciling Kant’s idealistic vision of a cosmopolitan world with the 
pragmatic challenges posed by state interests, technological disruptions, and disparities in global 
governance.

	� Moreover, the legacy of colonialism, which Kant opposed, continues to influence contemporary 
international dynamics, raising questions about historical injustices, self-determination, and the ethical 
responsibilities of former colonial powers towards Non-Self-Governing Territories.

MAINS QUESTION 

Q:	How can Kantian principles such as universal moral laws and the idea of cosmopolitanism contribute 
to resolving issues of global governance and geopolitical conflicts?

3.	 ETHICS IN CLIMATE FINANCE
CONTEXT: 	 The upcoming U.N. COP29 climate summit in November is gearing up to 

address crucial issues regarding global climate finance. With nearly 200 
countries in attendance, discussions are underway to establish a new global 
funding goal to combat climate change. India has been a vocal advocate and 
leader among G20 nations in calling for urgent climate financing. 

	� Ethical Issues in Climate Finance
	" Distributional Justice: Ensuring funds are distributed fairly among countries and communities 

most affected by climate change.
	" Disparity b/w Global North and Global South: The Global South, which has contributed the least 

to climate change but suffers its worst consequences the most. 
	" Climate Justice: Ensuring that those most affected by climate change, often the least responsible for 

its causes, receive adequate support and protection.
	" Use of Funds: Ensuring transparency in how climate finance is allocated, disbursed, and utilized.
	" Accountability: Holding stakeholders accountable for the effectiveness and impact of climate finance 

initiatives.
	" Future Generations: Making financial decisions that consider the long-term impacts of climate 

change on future generations.
	" Sustainability: Investing in projects that promote sustainable development and resilience to climate 

impacts over time.
	" Greenwashing: Addressing concerns of greenwashing and ensuring genuine commitments to 

sustainability in corporate climate finance initiatives.



https://iasscore.in/

MAINS SAMPOORNA     ETHICS 52

 FACT BOX: 

The 2023 UNCTAD report titled “Tackling Debt and Climate Challenges in Tandem: A Policy Agenda” 
underscores the critical need for immediate action in response to the convergence of  public debt issues and 
climate change.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q: Discuss the ethical challenges involved in climate change and climate finance. How can international 
frameworks ensure climate justice and equitable distribution of resources?

4. MANUAL SCAVENGING IN INDIA (A NATIONAL SHAME)
CONTEXT: The Bombay High Court directed Maharashtra government to ensure 

statutory authorities at state and divisional levels are constituted and are 
functional under Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013.

� Ethical and Legal Concerns
" Moral failure: This agreement and shared benefit is nothing but economic profit which they get by 

employing cheap labour through this contractual system.
" Violation of Constitutional Values: Denial of the right to life with dignity under Article 21 of the 

Constitution and Freedom to Choose Livelihood
" Caste-Based Discrimination: Historically linked to the caste system, assigning the degrading task 

predominantly to Dalit community members. It seems like Justice, Liberty, Equality, Right to Life, 
Right to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation enshrined in the constitution are not 
meant for Dalits and poor.

" Government Apathy: Manual scavenging is banned in India but the practice is still commonplace
" Violation of Parliamentary Laws: The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation Act, 2013 (PEMSR) bans manual scavenging.
� Aristotle believed that “Man is by nature a social animal” who rely on each other for survival. He “Man is by nature a social animal” who rely on each other for survival. He “Man is by nature a social animal”

emphasized the importance of inclusive and constructive ideologies that unite people, rather than 
divisive and destructive ones that create divisions. Following inclusive beliefs helps us break down 
barriers between individuals and develop “moral stamina” — the courage to speak out against 
irrationality, immorality, and human rights abuses.

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q: Analyze the ethical issues associated with manual scavenging in India. What measures can be taken 
to eradicate this practice and ensure the dignity and welfare of manual scavengers?

**********
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1.	 ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS: CLOUD SEEDING
CONTEXT: 	 Cloud seeding  involves manipulating existing clouds to help produce more 

rain.The technique has been around for decades, and the UAE has used it in 
recent years to help address water shortages. Last year, the country witnessed 
flood like situation, sparking speculation about cloud seeding.

	� Key ethical considerations include:

	" Environmental Impact: Assessing and mitigating the environmental effects of cloud seeding.

	" Equity and Fairness: Ensuring that the benefits and risks of cloud seeding are distributed fairly.

	" Scientific Integrity: Conducting cloud seeding with scientific rigor and transparency.

	" Accountability and Responsibility: Holding practitioners accountable for the outcomes of cloud 
seeding.

	" Precautionary Principle: Applying caution in the face of scientific uncertainty and potential risks.

RELEVANT PY

Q:	What is meant by ‘environmental ethics’? Why is it important to study? Discuss any one environmental 
issue from the viewpoint of environmental ethics. (2015)

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with cloud seeding. How can policymakers ensure that 
cloud seeding practices are environmentally sustainable, scientifically sound, and socially just?

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ETHICS
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2.	 ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS: CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND FOOD CHOICES

CONTEXT: 	 A recent study (Nature Food) estimates that the food system is responsible for 
one-third (34%) of global anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions. In other 
words, the consumed food has a profound impact on the environment and 
food choices can either contribute to or mitigate climate change.

	� Ethical Quandaries on the Plate
	" Carbon Footprint: Food production, particularly meat and dairy, significantly contributes to 

greenhouse gas emissions.
	" Resource Use: Intensive agriculture uses large amounts of water, land, and other resources.
	" Food Waste: High levels of food waste contribute to environmental degradation and resource 

inefficiency.
	" Health and Nutrition: Unhealthy dietary habits can contribute to health issues and reduce well-

being.
	" Equity and Access: Disparities in access to sustainable and nutritious food can lead to food insecurity 

and injustice.
	" Animal Welfare: Intensive animal farming raises ethical concerns about the treatment and welfare 

of animals.

PRACTICE QUESTION 

Q:	Discuss the ethical challenges associated with climate change and food choices. How can individuals 
and policymakers promote sustainable and ethical food consumption practices?
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1. IMPORTANCE OF VALUES AND ETHICS IN 
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE

CONTEXT: In both personal and professional contexts, values and ethics are foundational 
principles that guide behavior and decision-making.

BASIC THEORY

8
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	� Values and Ethics

	" Values are the fundamental beliefs and principles that individuals or societies consider important. 
They include honesty, integrity, respect, responsibility, and fairness, among others. 

	" Ethics, on the other hand, are moral principles that define what is considered right and wrong within 
a specific context, such as a profession or society. 

	� Intersection of Professional Competence and Ethics: 

	" While professional competence is essential for job performance and career advancement, ethical 
behavior is equally crucial. Competence ensures that individuals can perform their tasks effectively, 
while ethics ensure that they do so with integrity, honesty, and fairness. This combination not only 
enhances individual credibility but also contributes to a positive organizational culture.

	� Importance of Ethical Behavior in the Workplace: 

	" Building a Positive Reputation: Ethical conduct is integral to maintaining a positive public image 
and attracting customers and partners who value integrity and transparency.

	" Contributing to a Sustainable Society: Beyond organizational benefits, ethical behavior contributes 
to the well-being of society at large. It promotes justice, equality, and respect for human rights, 
addressing broader societal challenges. 

	" Personal and Professional Development: Integrating values and ethics into professional practice 
enhances personal and professional development.

PYQ

Q:	What do you understand by ‘Values’ and ‘Ethics’? In what way is it important to be ethical along 
with being professionally competent? (2013)

PRACTICE QUESTION

Q:	Why is it important for professionals to integrate values and ethics into their practice alongside 
achieving professional competence?

2.	 KEY CONCEPTS: DIFFERENTIATIONS IN ETHICS 
AND RELATED TERMS

Concept Differentiation/Term

Law vs. Ethics Law is enforceable rules set by governments; ethics are moral 
principles guiding personal behavior.

Value vs. Ethics

Values are core beliefs guiding personal behavior, while ethics 
define principles of right and wrong within specific contexts like 
professions. Values shape attitudes and decisions, while ethics 
ensure fairness and integrity in actions. Both are crucial for fostering 
trust, accountability, and societal well-being.

Ethical Management vs. 
Management of Ethics

Ethical management integrates ethics into organizational culture; 
management of ethics ensures compliance with ethical standards.

Discrimination vs. 
Preferential Treatment

Discrimination is unjust treatment based on characteristics; 
preferential treatment is justified benefit based on merit or need.
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Concept Differentiation/Term

Personal Ethics vs. 
Professional Ethics

Personal ethics guide individual behavior; professional ethics 
govern conduct within specific professions.

Environmental ethics

Environmental ethics deals with the moral principles and values 
governing human interactions with the natural world. It explores 
questions about how humans should treat the environment, what 
responsibilities we have towards nature, and how to balance human 
needs with environmental conservation. 
	� Key issues include debates over 
	� anthropocentrism (human-centered ethics)
	� biocentrism (valuing all living organisms)
	� ecocentrism (valuing entire ecosystems)

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Q:	Differentiate between the following (i) Law and ethics (ii) Ethical management and management 
of ethics (iii) Discrimination and preferential treatment(iv) Personal Ethics and Professional Ethics 
(2015)

Q:	What is meant by ‘environmental ethics’? Why is it important to study? Discuss any one environmental 
issue from the viewpoint of environmental ethics. (2015)

**********
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1.	 Morality: Morality refers to a set of principles, beliefs, and values that guide a person’s 
behaviour and decisions, distinguishing between right and wrong. It influences how 
individuals interact with others and make choices in various situations.

2.	 Example: Helping an elderly person cross the street is considered a moral action because 
it reflects a sense of compassion and empathy for others.

3.	 Values: Values are the core beliefs and principles that individuals hold dear and use as 
a framework to guide their actions and judgments. They shape a person’s attitudes and 
behaviours and often align with their cultural, societal, or personal norms.

Example: Honesty is a value that promotes truthfulness and integrity. If someone values 
honesty, they are likely to be truthful even when faced with challenges or temptations to lie.

4.	 Virtue: Virtues are positive qualities or character traits that enable individuals to act ethically 
and morally. They contribute to personal and societal well-being, guiding individuals toward 
making morally sound choices.

Example: Kindness is a virtue that involves showing compassion and consideration for 
others. A person who possesses the virtue of kindness is likely to help someone in need 
without expecting anything in return.

5.	 Utilitarianism: Utilitarianism is an ethical theory that focuses on maximizing overall 
happiness or well-being. It suggests that actions should be judged based on their ability to 
produce the greatest good for the greatest number of people.

Example: In a healthcare context, a utilitarian approach might prioritize allocating medical 
resources to patients with the greatest need to maximize overall health outcomes.

KEY-WORDS

9
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6.	 Deontology: Deontology is an ethical theory that emphasizes following moral rules and 
principles, regardless of the outcomes. It places importance on duty, integrity, and adherence to 
ethical guidelines.

Example: A deontological perspective might lead a person to tell the truth, even if lying 
could result in a more favorable outcome.

7.	 Relativism: Relativism posits that ethical truths and values are not absolute but depend 
on individual perspectives, cultural norms, and societal context. It suggests that there is no 
universally applicable ethical standard.

Example: Cultural relativism acknowledges that practices considered morally acceptable 
in one culture may be viewed as unethical in another culture due to differences in values 
and beliefs.

8.	 Ethical Dilemma: An ethical dilemma occurs when a person is faced with a difficult choice 
between two or more morally conflicting options, where each choice has both positive and 
negative consequences.

Example: A doctor faces an ethical dilemma when deciding whether to prioritize the life of 
a critically ill patient over the needs of other patients in the hospital.

9.	 Golden Rule: The Golden Rule is a principle that encourages individuals to treat others as 
they would like to be treated themselves. It promotes empathy and respect in interactions 
with others.

Example: Following the Golden Rule, a person refrains from gossiping about others because 
they wouldn’t want others to gossip about them.

10.	 Integrity: Integrity refers to the quality of being honest, ethical, and consistent in one’s actions 
and values. It involves aligning behavior with moral principles.

Example: An employee demonstrates integrity by refusing a bribe, even if it means losing 
a lucrative contract.

11.	 Honesty: Honesty involves truthfulness and transparency in communication and actions. It 
entails conveying accurate information and not deceiving or misleading others.

Example: A student practices honesty by acknowledging when they have used external 
sources in their research and properly citing them.

12.	 Empathy: Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of another person. 
It involves putting oneself in someone else’s shoes to better understand their emotions and 
experiences. 

Example: Showing empathy, a friend listens attentively and offers support to another 
friend who is going through a difficult time.

13.	 Altruism: Altruism is the selfless concern for the well-being and welfare of others. It 
involves acting for the benefit of others without expecting personal gain.

Example: An individual practices altruism by volunteering at a local shelter to help homeless 
individuals.

14.	 Egoism: Egoism is a self-centered perspective that prioritizes one’s own interests and 
well- being above those of others. It can involve pursuing actions that maximize personal 
benefit.
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Example: Egoism might lead someone to take credit for a team project’s success, even if 
others contributed significantly.

15.	 Categorical Imperative: It is a principle in deontological ethics, proposed by Immanuel 
Kant. It states that individuals should act according to principles that could be universally 
applied without contradiction.

Example: Following the Categorical Imperative, an individual wouldn’t lie because if lying 
became a universal rule, trust would break down in society.

16.	 Cultural Relativism: Cultural relativism is the belief that moral values and ethical 
principles are relative to culture, society, or individual beliefs. It suggests that what is 
considered morally right or wrong can vary across different cultures.

Example: In some cultures, eating certain types of meat is considered immoral, while in others, 
it’s a normal dietary practice.

17.	 Moral Relativism: Moral relativism is the view that moral judgments are not universally true or false 
but are instead dependent on the individual, culture, or society making the judgment. 

Example: Moral relativism might lead to the belief that stealing is wrong in one culture but 
may be acceptable in another under certain circumstances.

18.	 Utilitarian Calculus: Utilitarian calculus is a concept in utilitarianism that involves weighing 
the overall pleasure or happiness produced by an action against the pain or suffering it causes. 
The goal is to maximize overall well-being.

Example: In utilitarian calculus, a government might decide to invest in healthcare to 
provide medical services that benefit a larger number of citizens, leading to greater overall 
happiness.

19.	 Rights-Based Ethics: Rights-based ethics is an ethical theory that emphasizes the 
importance of protecting individual rights as a fundamental moral principle. It focuses on 
respecting the rights of others and ensuring they are not violated.

Example: Human rights such as freedom of speech, privacy, and equal treatment under the 
law are upheld in societies that follow a rights- based ethical framework.

20.	 Social Contract: The social contract theory suggests that individuals enter into a 
hypothetical agreement to live together in a society, where they agree to follow certain 
rules and norms in exchange for protection and benefits provided by that society.

Example: Citizens agreeing to pay taxes in exchange for public services like infrastructure, 
education, and healthcare is an illustration of the social contract in action.

21.	 Autonomy: Autonomy refers to an individual’s ability to make independent decisions based 
on their own beliefs, values, and desires, free from external influence or coercion.

Example: In healthcare, respecting a patient’s autonomy means involving them in decisions 
about their treatment plan and respecting their preferences.

22.	 Moral Absolutism: Moral absolutism is the belief that certain actions are inherently right or 
wrong, regardless of context or circumstances. It suggests that moral principles are universal 
and unchanging.

Example: Murder is considered morally wrong under moral absolutism, regardless of the 
situation or motivation.
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23.	 Moral Objectivism: Moral objectivism asserts that there are objective moral truths that 
exist independently of individual beliefs or cultural norms. It holds that certain actions are 
objectively right or wrong.

Example: The moral objectivist stance is that human rights violations are objectively wrong, 
irrespective of cultural justifications.

24.	 Ethical Egoism: Ethical egoism is the belief that individuals should act in ways that 
maximize their own self-interest and well-being, often without considering the interests 
of others.

Example: An ethical egoist might argue that pursuing personal wealth and success is the 
primary ethical obligation, even if it comes at the expense of others’ well-being.

25.	 Ethical Intuitionism: Ethical intuitionism is the belief that humans possess an innate ability 
to recognize basic moral truths without relying on reasoning or argumentation. It suggests that 
moral knowledge is intuitive and self-evident.

Example: Feeling an immediate sense of wrongness when witnessing an act of cruelty is an 
illustration of ethical intuitionism.

26.	 Ethical Pluralism: Ethical pluralism asserts that there are multiple valid ethical principles or 
values that can guide moral decision-making. It recognizes that different ethical theories may 
offer valuable insights.

Example: Ethical pluralism allows for the consideration of both deontological and 
consequentialist perspectives when evaluating the morality of an action.

27.	 Moral Character: Moral character refers to an individual’s habitual patterns of behavior, 
attitudes, and virtues. It reflects one’s moral values and ethical qualities.

Example: A person known for their honesty, empathy, and integrity demonstrates a strong 
moral character.

28.	 Moral Reasoning: Moral reasoning involves the cognitive process of evaluating and 
making ethical judgments based on principles, values, and beliefs. It’s the thinking process 
that guides ethical decision-making. Example: When faced with a moral dilemma, an 
individual engages in moral reasoning to weigh the potential consequences and ethical 
considerations before making a decision.

29.	 Ethical Principles: Ethical principles are fundamental guidelines that inform ethical 
behavior and decision-making. They provide a foundation for assessing the rightness or 
wrongness of actions.

Example: The ethical principle of  “do no harm” guides medical professionals to 
prioritize patient well-being and avoid causing unnecessary harm.

30.	 Principlism: Principlism is an ethical approach that involves deriving ethical principles 
from established moral theories, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics, and 
applying them to practical situations.

Example: Applying the principles of autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, and justice in 
medical ethics to determine the best course of action for a patient’s treatment.

31.	 Hedonism: Hedonism is the belief that the pursuit of pleasure and avoidance of pain are the 
central goals of human life. It emphasizes the maximization of pleasure and happiness.
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Example: Hedonism might lead individuals to prioritize experiences that bring immediate 
pleasure and gratification.

32.	 Virtue Ethics: Virtue ethics focuses on the development of moral character and virtues as 
the foundation for ethical behavior. It emphasizes cultivating virtues like courage, honesty, 
and compassion.

Example: Virtue ethics encourages individuals to make decisions based on their character traits 
rather than strict rules or consequences.

33.	 Bioethics: Bioethics is a branch of ethics that examines ethical issues arising from 
advancements in biology, medicine, and healthcare. It addresses topics like medical 
research, genetic engineering, and end-of-life care.

Example: Bioethics plays a role in discussions about the ethical implications of cloning, 
organ transplantation, and gene editing.

34.	 Environmental Ethics: Environmental ethics focuses on the moral relationship between 
humans and the natural world. It considers ethical responsibilities toward the environment and 
non-human entities.

Example: Environmental ethics guides debates about conservation, deforestation, pollution, 
and sustainable development.

35.	 Business Ethics: Business ethics refers to the application of ethical principles and moral 
values in the context of business activities. It involves making ethical decisions in areas such 
as corporate social responsibility, fair trade practices, and employee treatment.

Example: A company adopting sustainable practices and ensuring fair wages for its workers 
demonstrates a commitment to business ethics.

36.	 Medical Ethics: Medical ethics deals with moral issues and dilemmas arising in the field of 
medicine and healthcare. It guides healthcare professionals in making ethical decisions about 
patient care, confidentiality, and end-of-life issues.

Example: Medical ethics come into play when a doctor must decide whether to respect a 
patient’s wish to withhold life-sustaining treatment.

37.	 Professional Ethics: Professional ethics pertains to the ethical standards and conduct 
expected of individuals in specific professions or occupations. It defines the moral responsibilities 
and behavior of professionals.

Example: Professional ethics for lawyers include duties of confidentiality, advocating for 
clients within legal boundaries, and upholding the principles of justice.

38.	 Applied Ethics: Applied ethics involves the application of ethical theories and principles to 
real-world situations and practical dilemmas. It addresses specific issues in various domains, 
such as healthcare, business, and technology.

Example: Bioethics, a subset of applied ethics, explores ethical considerations in medical 
research, organ transplantation, and genetic engineering.

39.	 Meta Ethics: Meta ethics examines the nature of ethical concepts, language, and theories. It goes beyond 
individual ethical judgments to explore questions about the meaning and origin of moral values.

Example: Meta ethics asks whether moral judgments are objective or subjective and 
explores the source of moral truths.
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40.	 Normative Ethics: Normative ethics aims to provide guidelines or norms for determining 
what is morally right or wrong. It focuses on developing ethical frameworks and principles 
to guide moral decisions.

Example: Utilitarianism and deontology are examples of normative ethical theories that 
offer different perspectives on how to determine the right course of action.

41.	 Teleological Ethics: Teleological ethics, also known as consequentialist ethics, focuses 
on the ends or goals of actions. It evaluates actions based on their intended purpose or 
outcome.

Example: Utilitarianism is a teleological ethical theory that judges actions by their ability to 
produce the greatest overall happiness or utility.

42.	 Absolutism: Absolutism is the belief that certain actions are inherently right or wrong, 
regardless of the circumstances or consequences. It asserts the existence of moral absolutes 
that apply universally.

Example: In ethical absolutism, lying is considered morally wrong in all situations, even 
if lying could save a person’s life.

43.	 Objectivism: Objectivism is the philosophical view that objective moral truths exist and 
can be discovered through reason. It asserts that moral principles are grounded in objective 
reality.

Example: Ayn Rand’s philosophy of objectivism argues that individual rights and self-
interest are objective moral principles.

44.	 Situation Ethics: Situation ethics is an ethical theory that evaluates actions based on the 
principle of love or agape. It asserts that the morally right action depends on the context 
and the most loving course of action. Example: A situation ethicist might argue that lying is 
justified if it prevents harm or promotes greater love and compassion.

45.	 Institutional Integrity: Institutional integrity refers to the ethical strength and coherence 
of an organization’s values, norms, and practices.

46.	 Ethical Realism: Ethical realism is the view that objective moral facts exist independently 
of human beliefs and perceptions. It asserts that moral truths are discoverable through reason 
and observation.

Example: Ethical realists believe that concepts like justice, fairness, and human rights have 
objective existence beyond individual opinions.

47.	 Divine Command Theory: Divine command theory asserts that actions are morally right 
or wrong based on God’s commands. It suggests that moral obligations are determined by 
religious beliefs and teachings.

Example: In divine command theory, following the Ten Commandments as given in 
religious texts is considered morally obligatory.

48.	 Moral Development: Moral development refers to the process through which individuals 
acquire their understanding of moral values, principles, and ethics. It involves the growth and 
maturation of moral reasoning and decision- making.

Example: According to Lawrence Kohlberg’s theory of moral development, individuals 
progress through stages of moral reasoning, from pre-conventional to post-conventional.
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49.	 Moral Education: Moral education refers to the intentional teaching and cultivation of 
moral values and ethical principles. It aims to promote ethical behavior and character 
development in individuals.

Example: Schools that incorporate character education programs teach students about 
virtues like honesty, respect, and compassion.

50.	 Ethical Leadership: Ethical leadership involves leading by example and demonstrating integrity, 
honesty, and ethical behavior. Ethical leaders prioritize the well-being of their followers and 
adhere to moral principles.

Example: Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership exemplified ethical leadership through his 
commitment to nonviolence, justice, and equality.

51.	 Just War Theory: Just war theory provides a framework for evaluating the ethics of warfare. 
It outlines criteria for determining when a war can be morally justified and the ethical 
principles that should govern conduct during war.

Example: According to just war theory, a war may be justified if it meets criteria such 
as having a just cause, being a last resort, and avoiding harm to civilians.

Understanding these additional ethical concepts further enriches one’s ability to engage in 
ethical discussions, analyze moral dilemmas, and make informed ethical decisions.

52.	 Nepotism: Nepotism refers to favoring family members or close relatives in matters such 
as appointments, promotions, or contracts.

Example: An official appointing their unqualified family member to a key government 
position.

53.	 Contractualism: Contractualism is an ethical theory that asserts moral principles are 
derived from hypothetical agreements or social contracts that rational individuals would 
enter into.

Example: In contractualism, moral rules might be based on what rational individuals would 
agree upon to ensure fairness and cooperation within a society.

54.	 Cultural Ethics: Cultural ethics refers to ethical principles and practices that are specific to 
a particular culture or society. It acknowledges that ethical norms can vary across different 
cultural contexts.

Example: In some cultures, hospitality and generosity towards guests are considered 
moral virtues, while in others, truthfulness and honesty might be more highly valued.

55.	 Moral Imperative: A moral imperative is a principle that compels individuals to act in 
a certain way based on ethical considerations. It represents a sense of duty to follow moral 
principles.

Example: The moral imperative to protect the environment might motivate individuals 
to reduce their carbon footprint and conserve natural resources.

56.	 Eudaimonia: Eudaimonia, often translated as “flourishing” or “well-being,” is a central 
concept in virtue ethics. It refers to the highest human good achieved through living a virtuous 
and meaningful life.

Example: In eudaimonia-focused ethics, an individual’s pursuit of virtues like courage, 
wisdom, and compassion leads to a state of deep fulfillment and well-being.
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57.	 Universalizability:  Universalizability  is the principle that ethical actions should be 
applicable and acceptable for all individuals in similar situations. It tests whether an action 
can be consistently universalized without contradiction.

Example: Applying the principle of universalizability, lying would be considered unethical, 
as a world where everyone lied would lead to a breakdown of trust and communication.

58.	 Aretaic Ethics: Aretaic ethics, also known as virtue ethics, emphasizes the importance of 
cultivating virtuous character traits to guide ethical behavior. It focuses on becoming a 
virtuous person rather than adhering to rules.

59.	 Natural Law Theory: Natural law theory asserts that certain ethical principles are inherent 
in nature and can be discovered through reason. It suggests that human actions should align 
with these natural moral laws.

Example: Natural law theory might argue that the basic human right to life and liberty is 
derived from the inherent value of human nature.

60.	 Moral Code: A moral code is a set of principles or rules that guide an individual’s moral conduct 
and decision-making. It reflects the values and beliefs that shape one’s ethical behavior.

Example: Religious moral codes, such as the Ten Commandments, provide a set of 
guidelines for followers to live by in accordance with their faith.

61.	 Moral Community: A moral community refers to a group of individuals who share 
common ethical values, norms, and responsibilities. It’s a social context where moral 
standards are collectively upheld.

Example: A close-knit neighborhood that collaborates to address issues like crime 
prevention and environmental conservation forms a moral community.

62.	 Ethical Relativism: Ethical relativism is the belief that moral judgments and values are 
culturally or individually determined. It asserts that there are no objective or universal moral 
truths.

63.	 Ethical Absolutism: Ethical absolutism asserts that certain actions are intrinsically right 
or wrong, regardless of the context. It upholds the existence of moral absolutes that apply 
universally.

64.	 Moral Skepticism: Moral skepticism is the view that moral knowledge is uncertain or 
impossible to attain. It questions the validity of moral claims and the existence of objective 
moral truths.

65.	 Moral Hazard: Moral hazard refers to the increased risk-taking behavior that can occur 
when individuals or entities are protected from the negative consequences of their actions.

Example: A bank may take excessive risks in lending if it believes that the government 
will bail it out in case of financial troubles.

66.	 Feminist Ethics: Feminist ethics focuses on understanding and critiquing traditional ethical 
theories from a gender-sensitive perspective. It seeks to address gender inequalities and 
advocate for ethical principles that promote gender equality and empowerment.

Example: Feminist ethics might criticize traditional ethical theories that overlook women’s 
experiences and perspectives, and instead emphasize the importance of inclusivity and 
gender equity in ethical analysis.
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67.	 Fidelity: Fidelity refers to being faithful, loyal, and trustworthy in relationships and 
commitments. It involves keeping promises, honoring agreements, and maintaining honesty.

Example: A doctor demonstrating fidelity by prioritizing patient confidentiality and 
respecting their trust by not disclosing sensitive medical information without consent.

68.	 Ethical Guidelines: Ethical guidelines are established standards that provide direction on 
ethical behavior in specific contexts, industries, or professions.

Example:  Medical  professionals  adhere to ethical guidelines that outline patient 
confidentiality and proper treatment protocols.

69.	 Distributive Justice: Distributive justice concerns the fair allocation of resources, 
opportunities, and benefits in society. It aims to ensure that individuals receive their due based 
on principles of fairness and equity.

Example: Distributive justice might advocate for policies that ensure equal access to 
education, healthcare, and social services regardless of socio-economic background.

70.	 Retributive Justice: Retributive justice is a theory of punishment that asserts that 
individuals who commit wrongful acts should receive proportionate punishment as a form 
of retribution for their actions.

Example: In a legal context, retributive justice would involve sentencing a convicted criminal 
to a term of imprisonment that corresponds to the severity of their crime.

71.	 Restorative Justice: Restorative justice focuses on repairing the harm caused by a wrongdoing 
and restoring relationships between offenders, victims, and the community. It aims to promote 
healing and reconciliation.

Example: Instead of a traditional prison sentence, restorative justice might involve a 
dialogue between a victim and an offender to discuss the impact of the crime and seek 
ways to make amends.

72.	 Moral Obligation: Moral obligation refers to the sense of duty or responsibility individuals 
feel to act in a certain way based on ethical principles and values.

Example: A person might have a moral obligation to help a neighbor in need because of 
their belief in the value of compassion and community support.

73.	 Ethical Decision-Making: Ethical decision- making involves evaluating various options and 
choosing a course of action that aligns with ethical principles and values.

74.	 Ethical Judgment: Ethical judgment is the process of assessing the moral implications and 
consequences of actions, behaviors, or situations.

75.	 Transparency: Transparency refers to openness, clarity, and the free flow of information in 
decision-making processes. It ensures that actions, processes, and decisions are visible and 
understandable to the public.

Example: A government agency publicly disclosing its budget allocation, expenditure, 
and project details to ensure accountability and public awareness.

76.	 Good Governance: Good governance involves the responsible management of public 
resources, adherence to the rule of law, and promoting the well-being of citizens.

Example: A local government implementing policies that prioritize citizens’ needs, involve 
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community input, and ensure efficient service delivery.

77.	 Rule of Law : The rule of law emphasizes that all individuals, including government officials, 
are subject to and accountable under the law.

78.	 Anti-Corruption: Anti-corruption efforts involve taking measures to prevent, detect, and 
address corrupt practices that undermine ethical standards and public trust. Example: 
Implementing strict controls and oversight to prevent embezzlement of public funds by 
government officials.

79.	 Whistleblowing: Whistleblowing is the act of reporting unethical or illegal activities 
within an organization to appropriate authorities for corrective action.

Example: An employee revealing fraudulent financial practices within a company to ensure 
accountability and prevent further harm.

80.	 Conflict of Interest: Conflict of interest occurs when personal interests or relationships 
interfere with an individual’s ability to act in the best interests of their professional role or 
duty.

Example: A government official awarding a contract to a company owned by a close 
relative, creating a potential conflict of interest.

81.	 Code of Conduct: A code of conduct outlines the ethical principles and standards that 
individuals within an organization are expected to adhere to in their behavior and decision- 
making.

Example: A university’s code of conduct that emphasizes honesty, respect, and academic 
integrity among students and faculty.

82.	 Public Service Ethics : Public service ethics involves upholding high moral standards in the 
conduct of public servants while serving the interests of the community.

83.	 Civic Responsibility: Civic responsibility refers to the duty of citizens to actively participate 
in the democratic process, contribute to society, and uphold ethical values.

Example: Voting in elections, volunteering in community projects, and obeying laws are 
expressions of civic responsibility.

84.	 Public Interest: Public interest emphasizes making decisions that prioritize the welfare and 
well-being of the broader community.

85.	 Political Ethics: Political ethics involves applying ethical principles to political actions, 
decisions, and behavior, with a focus on promoting the common good.

86.	 Participatory Democracy: Participatory democracy emphasizes the active involvement of 
citizens in decision-making processes and policy formulation.

Example: Public consultations and town hall meetings where citizens provide input on 
proposed policies and projects.

87.	 Patronage: Patronage involves the practice of granting favors, contracts, or benefits in 
exchange for political support or loyalty.

Example: Allocating government contracts to businesses that supported a particular political 
campaign.
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88.	 Meritocracy: Meritocracy is a system where advancement or rewards are based on individual 
merit, skills, and performance.

Example: Promotions in the civil service are based on employees’ qualifications, skills, and 
performance evaluations.

89.	 Civil Service Ethics : Civil service ethics focuses on maintaining high moral standards 
and professionalism among government employees.

90.	 Bureaucratic Discretion: Bureaucratic discretion refers to the authority of government 
officials to use their judgment and discretion when making decisions within the scope of 
their roles.

91.	 E-Governance Ethics: E-governance ethics involves maintaining ethical standards in the 
use of digital technology for transparent, efficient, and citizen-centric governance.

92.	 Accountability Framework: An accountability framework outlines mechanisms and procedures 
to ensure individuals or organizations are held responsible for their actions and decisions.

93.	 Public Administration Ethics: Public administration ethics concerns ethical considerations 
and principles in the management of government functions and services.

94.	 Ombudsman: An ombudsman is an independent official who investigates and resolves 
complaints against government agencies and institutions.

Example: Citizens can file complaints with the ombudsman if they experience unfair 
treatment by a government agency.

95.	 Regulatory Ethics: Regulatory ethics involve ethical considerations in the formulation, 
implementation, and enforcement of regulations.

96.	 Corporate Governance: Corporate governance involves the systems and processes that 
ensure businesses are managed ethically and in the best interests of shareholders and 
stakeholders.

97.	 Corporate Social Responsibility : Corporate social responsibility emphasizes businesses’ 
responsibility to positively impact society and the environment through ethical practices.

98.	 Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): PPPs involve collaborations between public and 
private sectors to deliver services, with ethical considerations to ensure public interests are 
protected.

99.	 Ethical Regulations: Ethical regulations are rules and standards designed to ensure ethical 
behavior and prevent unethical conduct in various sectors.

100.	 Public Policy Ethics : Public policy ethics involve the ethical considerations and principles 
applied in the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of public policies.

101.	 Elected Officials Ethics : Elected officials ethics pertain to the ethical standards and 
responsibilities expected from individuals holding public office.

102.	 Public Sector Ethics : Public sector ethics focus on ethical considerations and principles 
guiding the conduct of individuals working in government and public organizations.

103.	 Accountability Measures : Accountability measures are mechanisms to ensure that 
individuals or entities are held responsible for their actions and decisions.
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104.	 Lobbying Ethics : Lobbying ethics involve the ethical considerations and boundaries of 
influencing government decisions through lobbying efforts.

105.	 Campaign Finance Ethics : Campaign finance ethics concern the ethical standards and 
transparency in financing political campaigns.

106.	 Conflict Resolution : Conflict resolution involves the ethical and peaceful methods of 
resolving disputes and disagreements.

107.	 Judicial Ethics : Judicial ethics involve ethical standards and considerations applied in the 
conduct of judges and the administration of justice.

108.	 Administrative Ethics : Administrative ethics relate to the ethical conduct and principles 
governing administrative functions within organizations, particularly in the public sector.

109.	 Public Perception : Public perception refers to how an individual, organization, or government 
is viewed by the public, influenced by actions, communication, and ethical behavior.

110.	 Civil Society : Civil society encompasses groups and organizations independent of 
the government that work collectively to influence public policies and promote social well-
being.

111.	 Independent Judiciary : An independent judiciary ensures that the judicial branch 
operates free from external influence or bias, upholding the principles of justice.

112.	 Regulatory Compliance : Regulatory compliance involves adhering to laws, rules, and ethical 
standards set by regulatory authorities.

113.	 Public Trust Doctrine : The public trust doctrine asserts that certain resources, such as 
natural and cultural heritage, are held in trust by the government for the public’s benefit.

114.	 Ethical Oversight: Ethical oversight involves the monitoring and supervision of activities 
to ensure compliance with ethical standards and prevent misconduct.

115.	 Ethical Checks and Balances: Ethical checks and balances involve mechanisms that prevent 
concentration of power and ensure ethical decision-making within government systems.

116.	 Public Accountability : Public accountability is the responsibility of individuals and 
organizations to be answerable for their actions and decisions to the public.

117.	 Public Sector Integrity : Public sector integrity involves maintaining high ethical standards 
and principles in government operations and services.

118.	 Procurement Ethics : Procurement ethics concern the ethical standards and principles 
guiding the acquisition of goods and services by government entities.

119.	 Conflict Management : Conflict management involves addressing conflicts and disagreements 
ethically and constructively to achieve resolutions.

120.	 Digital Governance Ethics : Digital governance ethics focus on ethical considerations and 
principles related to the use of technology and digital platforms in government operations.

121.	 Public Office Ethics : Public office ethics involve the ethical standards and responsibilities 
associated with holding a position in government or public service.

122.	 Ethical Standards : Ethical standards are established principles and guidelines that govern 
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acceptable behavior and decision-making.

123.	 Open Data Ethics : Open data ethics involve ethical considerations when making 
government-held data accessible to the public for transparency and innovation.

124.	 Procurement Transparency : Procurement transparency involves making the procurement 
process transparent, accountable, and free from corruption.

125.	 Government Ethics Codes : Government ethics codes are official documents that outline 
ethical principles, standards, and expectations for individuals working in government.

126.	 Ethical Audits : Ethical audits assess an organization’s practices to ensure compliance with 
ethical standards and identify areas for improvement.

127.	 Ethical Awareness : Ethical awareness involves recognizing ethical dilemmas and 
considerations in decision-making and actions.

128.	 Civil Liberties : Civil liberties are fundamental rights and freedoms protected by law, 
ensuring individual rights and limiting government intervention.

129.	 Electoral Ethics: Electoral ethics refer to the ethical standards and principles governing 
the conduct of elections, ensuring fairness, transparency, and equal participation.

130.	 Campaign Ethics: Campaign ethics involve ethical considerations and guidelines for 
political campaigns, including truthful communication, fair practices, and avoiding 
misinformation.

131.	 Ethical Communication : Ethical communication entails honest, transparent, and 
respectful communication that upholds ethical standards and promotes understanding.

132.	 Public Resource Management : Public resource management involves the ethical 
and responsible utilization of public funds, assets, and resources for the benefit of the 
community.

133.	 Accountability Reporting : Accountability reporting involves transparently documenting 
and communicating an organization’s actions, decisions, and outcomes to stakeholders.

134.	 Stakeholder Accountability : Stakeholder accountability involves being answerable 
to individuals or groups who are affected by an organization’s actions, decisions, or 
policies.

135.	 Public Discourse Ethics : Public discourse ethics concern the ethical conduct and principles 
guiding public discussions, debates, and interactions.

136.	 Lobbying Regulations : Lobbying regulations establish ethical guidelines for individuals 
and groups engaged in lobbying activities to influence government decisions.

137.	 Ethical Citizenship : Ethical citizenship refers to the responsible and ethical engagement 
of individuals in civic activities, including voting, community service, and upholding 
values.

138.	 E-Governance Transparency : E-governance transparency involves ensuring transparency 
in government processes and services delivered electronically.

139.	 Ethical Performance Indicators : Ethical performance indicators are measures used to 
assess an organization’s adherence to ethical standards and its impact on society.
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140.	 Political Funding Ethics : Political funding ethics involve ethical considerations related to 
the sources, transparency, and accountability of funds used in political activities.

141.	 Ethical Guidelines Enforcement : Ethical guidelines enforcement involves ensuring that 
ethical principles and standards are upheld through monitoring, oversight, and sanctions.

142.	 Ethical Decision Frameworks : Ethical decision frameworks are structured approaches 
used to analyze ethical dilemmas and make morally sound decisions.

143.	 Compassion: Compassion is the ability to empathize and show care for the suffering or 
struggles of others. Offering help to a homeless person is an act of compassion.

144.	 Righteousness: Righteousness is acting in accordance with moral principles and ethical 
standards. A person who stands up against corruption in society is displaying righteousness.

145.	 Dignity: Dignity is the inherent worth and value of every human being. Treating individuals 
with respect and consideration upholds their dignity.

146.	 Equality: Equality is ensuring that all individuals have the same rights, opportunities, and 
treatment. Promoting gender equality in workplaces is an example.

147.	 Tolerance: Tolerance is the ability to accept and respect differences in opinions, cultures, 
and beliefs. Engaging in respectful discussions with people who hold opposing viewpoints 
shows tolerance.

148.	 Benevolence: Benevolence refers to the desire to do good and promote the well-being of 
others. Volunteering at a local shelter to help the less fortunate is an act of benevolence. 

149.	 Humility: Humility is recognizing one’s limitations, not being overly self-centered, and 
showing modesty. Acknowledging mistakes openly and willingness to learn from them is 
an act of humility.

150.	 Patience: Patience involves the ability to remain calm and composed in the face of challenges 
or delays. Waiting in a long line without getting frustrated demonstrates patience.

151.	 Authenticity: Authenticity means being true to oneself and not pretending to be someone else. 
Sharing one’s genuine thoughts and feelings in a conversation demonstrates authenticity.

152.	 Trustworthiness: Trustworthiness involves being reliable, honest, and deserving of trust 
from others. Keeping promises and maintaining confidentiality earns trustworthiness.

153.	 Empowerment: Empowerment is enabling others to gain confidence, skills, and control 
over their lives. Providing training and resources for marginalized communities to become self- 
sufficient is empowerment.

154.	 Harmony: Harmony is the state of agreement, cooperation, and peaceful coexistence. 
Working collaboratively with colleagues to resolve conflicts and achieve common goals 
fosters harmony. 

155.	 Generosity: Generosity involves sharing resources, time, and kindness with others. 
Donating to charity or volunteering to help a neighbor in need showcases generosity.

156.	 Gratitude: Gratitude is the appreciation and thankfulness for the blessings and positive 
experiences in life. Expressing gratitude to others for their help or support demonstrates 
this virtue.
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157.	 Sustainability: Sustainability is the practice of using resources in a way that meets present 
needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
Implementing energy-efficient practices to reduce carbon footprint supports sustainability.

158.	 Environmental Consciousness: Environmental consciousness involves being aware of 
and taking actions to protect the natural world. Participating in beach clean-up drives 
and advocating for reduced plastic use reflects environmental consciousness.

159.	  Social Justice: Social justice is the fair distribution of resources, opportunities, and rights in 
society, regardless of differences. Advocating for equal access to education and healthcare for 
all citizens supports social justice.

160.	 Human Rights: Human rights are fundamental rights and freedoms that all individuals 
are entitled to by virtue of being human. Promoting the rights to life, liberty, and security for 
everyone upholds human rights.

161.	 Personal Growth: Personal growth involves continuous self-improvement and development 
in various aspects of life. Enrolling in courses to learn new skills and expand knowledge 
contributes to personal growth.

162.	 Reflectiveness: Reflectiveness is the practice of self-examination and critical thinking 
about one’s actions and decisions. Regularly evaluating personal behavior and making 
adjustments based on self-reflection demonstrates reflectiveness.

163.	 Cultural Diversity: Cultural diversity is the presence of various cultures, traditions, 
and beliefs within a society. Embracing and celebrating different cultural backgrounds 
enhances cultural diversity.

164.	 Inclusivity: Inclusivity involves creating an environment where all individuals, regardless 
of their background, identity, or abilities, feel valued and respected. Designing public spaces 
and facilities that are accessible to people with disabilities promotes inclusivity.

165.	 Solidarity: Solidarity is the unity and mutual support among individuals facing common 
challenges or goals. Joining peaceful protests or advocating for equal rights showcases 
solidarity.

166.	 Universal Values: Universal values are principles that are accepted as morally right across 
different cultures and societies. Examples include the value of honesty and respect, which are 
generally considered important in various parts of the world.

167.	 Social Values: Social values are shared beliefs and norms within a society that guide 
behavior and interactions. The value of treating elders with respect is a common social 
value in many societies.

168.	 Ethical Guidance: Ethical guidance involves seeking advice and direction based on ethical 
principles when facing dilemmas. Consulting with a mentor or ethical advisor when making 
complex decisions provides ethical guidance.

169.	 Integrity-based Ethics: Integrity-based ethics centers on upholding moral principles and 
maintaining honesty and consistency in actions. Adhering to company policies and refusing 
to engage in deceptive practices demonstrates integrity-based ethics.

170.	 Moral Dilemmas: Moral dilemmas are situations where individuals are confronted with 
conflicting moral principles and must make a difficult choice. Choosing between honesty 



https://iasscore.in/

MAINS SAMPOORNA    ETHICS 73

and loyalty when faced with a friend’s wrongdoing is a moral dilemma.

171.	 Humanistic Values: Humanistic values emphasize the inherent worth and dignity of 
each individual. Respecting people’s autonomy and right to self-expression aligns with 
humanistic values.

172.	 Personal Values: Personal values are individual beliefs that influence behavior and decision- 
making. If an individual values environmental sustainability, they may adopt a lifestyle 
that reduces their carbon footprint.

173.	 Moral Consciousness: Moral consciousness is the awareness of ethical issues and 
concerns. Recognizing the potential impact of a company’s waste disposal methods on 
the environment illustrates moral consciousness.

174.	 Ethical Standards: Ethical standards are guidelines or principles that define what 
is considered morally acceptable behavior. Following a code of ethics that prohibits 
discrimination ensures adherence to ethical standards.

175.	 Ethical Education: Ethical education involves teaching individuals about moral values, 
ethical dilemmas, and the importance of ethical behavior. Including ethics courses in 
school curricula promotes ethical education.

176.	 Value-driven Behavior: Value-driven behavior is behavior that aligns with one’s personal 
or organizational values. Volunteering for a cause that reflects one’s values demonstrates 
value- driven behavior.

177.	 Intrinsic Values: Intrinsic values are qualities or principles that are valued for their 
inherent worth, not for the outcomes they produce. Valuing honesty for its inherent virtue, 
regardless of its external benefits, exemplifies intrinsic values.

178.	 Kantian Ethics: Imagine you found a lost wallet with a significant amount of money. 
Kantian ethics would suggest that you should return the wallet to its owner because it 
follows the principle of treating others as you would want to be treated. The categorical 
imperative guides you to act in a way that could be universally applied, ensuring honesty 
and respect for others.

179.	 Categorical Imperative: The Categorical Imperative, proposed by Immanuel Kant, emphasizes acting 
according to principles that could be universally applied without contradiction. For instance, before 
telling a lie, you would consider whether lying could be consistently willed as a universal law. If not, you 
would refrain from lying.

180.	 Universalizability: Universalizability is closely related to the Categorical Imperative. It 
involves testing whether an action can be reasonably applied as a universal law without 
contradiction. For example, stealing cannot be universalized because a world where everyone 
steals would lead to chaos and the collapse of property rights.

181.	 Good Will: Kant believed that moral actions should be driven by a sense of good will, 
meaning acting out of a sense of duty and moral principle rather than self-interest. For instance, 
helping someone in need solely because it’s the right thing to do, rather than expecting 
something in return, demonstrates good will.

182.	 Eudaimonia: Eudaimonia, as proposed by Aristotle, is often translated as “happiness” or 
“flourishing.” It’s not fleeting pleasure but rather a state of well-being achieved through 
virtuous living and self-actualization.
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183.	 Natural Law Ethics: Natural law ethics proposes that ethical principles are derived from 
human nature and a rational understanding of the natural world. For example, the principle 
that preserving life is good and taking innocent life is wrong can be derived from the natural 
inclination to protect one’s life.

184.	 Ethical Absolutism: Ethical absolutism asserts that certain actions are intrinsically right 
or wrong, regardless of the context or consequences. For example, under ethical absolutism, 
lying is considered morally wrong in all circumstances, even if it’s to save someone’s life.

185.	 Ethical Relativism: Ethical relativism holds that moral judgments are dependent on 
cultural, societal, or individual perspectives. What’s right or wrong can vary based on these 
factors. An example would be understanding that attitudes towards polygamy differ between 
cultures due to varying moral standards.

186.	 Cultural Relativism: A form of ethical relativism, cultural relativism asserts that morality 
is shaped by culture. It argues that there’s no universal moral truth, only different cultural 
norms. For instance, attitudes toward nudity can vary widely across cultures, making it clear 
how cultural relativism influences ethical views.

187.	 Moral Subjectivism: Moral subjectivism states that moral claims are expressions of 
personal feelings or opinions. An example would be someone saying, “I believe lying is 
wrong,” reflecting their personal stance without claiming it’s universally true.

188.	 Religiously-based Ethics: Religiously-based ethics are moral frameworks grounded in 
religious teachings. For instance, Christian ethics might emphasize love, compassion, and 
humility as virtues to be practiced.

189.	 Ethical Intuitionism: Ethical intuitionism posits that humans have an innate moral sense 
that allows them to intuitively recognize right and wrong. It’s like having an “ethical gut 
feeling.” An example would be feeling an immediate sense that harming an innocent 
person is morally wrong.

190.	 Non-naturalism: Non-naturalism argues that moral facts are distinct from natural facts 
and cannot be reduced to them. For instance, someone holding non-naturalist beliefs might 
argue that moral properties like “goodness” can’t be explained solely by scientific or 
naturalistic terms.

191.	 Contractualism (Rawls): John Rawls’ contractualism centers on principles that free, rational 
individuals would agree upon behind a “veil of ignorance.” In this original position, they 
wouldn’t know their personal circumstances, ensuring fairness. For example, Rawls’ theory 
could guide decisions on how to distribute resources in society.

192.	 Libertarianism: Libertarianism advocates for minimal government intervention in 
individuals’ lives. Ethically, it emphasizes personal freedom and limited government 
regulation. An example would be supporting policies that minimize government interference 
in economic activities.

193.	 Ethical Egoism: Ethical egoism holds that individuals should act in their self-interest, 
pursuing actions that maximize personal benefit. For example, someone might justify a 
decision to prioritize their career advancement even if it means stepping on others, as long as 
it benefits them.

194.	 Altruism: Altruism is the belief in acting for the well-being and benefit of others, often 
selflessly. An example would be someone regularly volunteering at a homeless shelter out of 
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a genuine desire to help others, even though there’s no direct personal gain.

195.	 Biocentrism: Biocentrism places value on all living organisms and their inherent worth. 
It contrasts with anthropocentrism, which prioritizes human interests. An example would 
be advocating for the protection of endangered species for their intrinsic value.

196.	 Ecocentrism: Ecocentrism extends moral consideration to ecosystems as a whole, 
emphasizing the interconnectedness of all components. An example would be prioritizing 
conservation efforts to preserve entire ecosystems and their ecological balance.

197.	 Deep Ecology: Deep ecology is an ecocentric philosophy that advocates for radical 
changes in human attitudes and behavior toward nature. It suggests that humans should see 
themselves as part of the interconnected web of life and prioritize the well-being of the entire 
ecosystem.

198.	 Anthropocentrism: Anthropocentrism is the belief that human interests and well-being 
take precedence over those of other species. An example would be prioritizing economic 
growth without considering the environmental impact on other species.

199.	 Virtue-Based Environmental Ethics: Virtue- based environmental ethics applies virtue 
ethics principles to environmental issues. It emphasizes cultivating virtues like ecological 
awareness and responsibility. For instance, practicing conservation and sustainable living 
as a way of embodying environmental virtues.

200.	 Intuitionism: Intuitionism is a moral theory that suggests humans have an innate ability 
to intuitively recognize right from wrong. An example would be an immediate sense of 
moral wrongness when witnessing an act of cruelty.

201.	 Ethical Evaluation: Ethical evaluation is the process of assessing the morality of actions, 
decisions, or policies. An example would be evaluating whether a company’s environmental 
practices align with ethical standards.

202.	 Ethical Judgments: Ethical judgments involve making assessments about the moral rightness or 
wrongness of actions. An example would be determining whether a decision to fire an employee was 
morally justified based on the circumstances.
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