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In the pursuit of success in the IAS interview, many students 
inadvertently adopt an approach akin to their mains or prelims 
examinations. A significant manifestation of this trend is the 
overemphasis on content procurement, particularly in the realm of 
current affairs. However, a crucial shift in perspective is necessary – 
from a relentless quest for information to a more nuanced focus on 
articulation and  skills that help them to organise their info in effective 
way.
Firstly, it’s imperative to recognize that the IAS interview isn’t a 
knowledge assessment on an extensive range of topics; rather, it’s 
an exploration of the candidate’s ability to think critically, articulate 
thoughts coherently, and engage in meaningful discussions. 
Therefore, the emphasis should shift from accumulating vast amounts 
of content to honing the skill of effective expression.
The shift from content gathering to articulation is pivotal. It involves 
delving into one’s worldview, understanding broader issues, and 
developing a coherent perspective on significant matters. Mock 
interviews serve as valuable tools in this process. However, the 
challenge lies in avoiding the trap of creating an unproductive loop 
of questions during these practice sessions.
In essence, students should perceive the IAS interview as an opportunity 
to showcase not only their knowledge but, more importantly, their 
ability to articulate ideas, think critically, and engage in insightful 
discussions. 
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Shifting the focus from content gathering to orderliness and 
thoughtful expression is the key to mastering the intricacies of the 
IAS interview.
Articulation in the context of the IAS interview refers to the ability 
to express thoughts, ideas, and opinions in a clear, coherent, and 
effective manner. Here are some strategies students can employ to 
enhance their articulation skills:
 � Develop a Clear Thought Process:

 � Before speaking, take a moment to organize your thoughts. 
Consider the key points you want to convey and the structure 
of your response. A clear thought process lays the foundation 
for articulate communication.

 � Practice Mindful Speaking:
 � Pay attention to your speaking pace, tone, and clarity. Practice 

speaking slowly and enunciating words. Mindful speaking 
helps in avoiding rushed or unclear articulation.

 � Understand the Question Thoroughly:
 � Take a moment to fully comprehend the question before 

responding. This ensures that your answer is relevant and 
directly addresses the inquiry, contributing to more effective 
articulation.

 � Practice Structured Responses:
 � Structure your responses logically with a clear introduction, 

main points, and conclusion. Avoid meandering or overly 
complex sentences. A structured approach contributes to 
coherent articulation.

By incorporating these strategies into their preparation routine, 
students can refine their articulation skills and present themselves 
more effectively during the IAS interview. 
Remember that articulation is not just about what you say but also 
about how you convey your ideas, ensuring clarity and impact.


